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Introduction
1. Paul is the author. 1:1;2:18. Heis:

a.

A Jew with flawless credentials of heritage and position. PHI 3:4 "Though I might
also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof
he might trust in the flesh, I more: Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel,
of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews, as touching the law, a Pharisee;
Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the
law, blameless."

A leader with a high educational background. ACT 22:3 "I am verily a man which
am a Jew, born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel, and taught according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and
was zealous toward God, as ye all are this day."

Paul was filled with both zeal and religious fervor, even when he was persecuting the
Christians. GAL 1:14 "And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in
mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers."
One who did not defile his conscience. Acts 23:1, "I have lived in all good
conscience before God until this day."

Therefore honest and willing to listen. ACT 26:19 "Whereupon, O king Agrippa,
I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:"

One who made a decision, although unpopular. Phil 3:7  "But what things were
gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ."

One who, after his conversion, worked just as hard for the church as he formerly
worked against it. Acts 20:31; I Thess. 2:9

As a Roman citizen, after his conversion he wore his Roman name Paul.

He never gave up his trade as a tentmaker as a source of livelihood. His hometown of
Tarsus was well known for its goatskin cloth, out of which there was great demand for
making tents.

2. The city of Thessalonica:

a

b.
C.
d

Had an illustrious history — well known in the Grecian world.

Was the largest city of Macedonia in the time of Paul.

Was once known as Therma because of the hot springs there.

Was composed of mixed religious groups — Jews, Greeks, chief women, idol
worshippers, etc.

Thessalonica was builtin 315 B.C. by Cassander (brother-in-law of Alexander the Great)
in honor of his wife whose name was "Thessalonica." Today, it is called "Salonika," and
is still a prosperous, important Greek city.

The territory of Macedonia was conquered by the Romans in 168 B.C.



d. "Timotheus," or Timothy, is in all of Paul's letters except Galatians and Ephesians.
1). Timothy is the son of a Jewish Christian mother and a Gentile father. Acts 16:1
2). Paul and Timothy, with maturity and youth, had a godly association with each

other.
2. "Unto the church of the Thessalonians"

a. "Church" means the called out. From ek, out of, and kaleo, I call. Therefore,
literally, a company called out.
1). The gospel had called them. II Thess. 2:14
2). They heard the call and obeyed. Acts 17:1-4
3). Now these free men and women in Christ are transacting the business of God

in this world.
b. The word ekklesia is used in the following ways in the scriptures:
). Ttis used of Israel. Deut. 18:16; Neh. 13:1 (LXX); Acts 7:38.
2). An assembly of Greek citizens. Acts 19:39
3). A mob of rioters. Acts 19:32,41
4). An assembly or body of believers in a certain area. I Cor. 1:2; Cf. Acts 5:11,14
5). The entire body of believers. Mt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22,23
6). All the congregations in Palestine. Acts 9:31

c. "Unto the church of the Thessalonians" is not the usual form of address.
1). Usually, it is to "the saints," or "the brethren," etc.
2). "Of the Thessalonians" simply identifies the city in which they live.

d. The church is important because:
1). Jesus is the spiritual head. Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1:18
2). Jesus purchased the church. Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25-27
3). In this relationship Christians enjoy reconciliation and forgiveness. Eph. 1:7;

2:16
4). The church stands as a reflection of man's commitment to Christ in the world.
5). We are the ones who take the gospel to the whole world. Eph. 3:10
3. "Which is in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:"

a. "In God" and "in the Lord Jesus Christ," is elsewhere "of God," etc. The preposition
“in” governs both of these phrases, and emphasizes a unity of God and the Son. Cf.
Gal. 1:1 and I Tim. 6:13.

The church is grounded and exists "in" the spiritual sphere and power of God.
Apart from God, and Christ, there is no saving spiritual relationship.

"God the Father" is emphasized by Paul often. Gal. 4:4-7; Rom. 8:12-17
“Kurios,” Lord, is translated variously in the N.T.: Lord, Master (Mt. 6:24), owner
(Mt. 20:8), Sir (a title of wide significance)(Mt. 21:30).

1). “Kurios” is used for Jehovah in the Old Testament (LXX).

2). When it is so used, it appears as all capital letters, LORD in the KJV.

3). “Adonay” is the Hebrew word for Lord the Masoretes used instead of Jehovah.

f. “Jesus” (a transliteration of the Hebrew Joshua) means saviour.

g. “Christ” (Hebrew, Messiah) means one who has been anointed.

4. "Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.”

a. This is the normal and usual greeting with small variations.

b. The favor of God is the fountain of peace for Christians.
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c. Notice the close relationship of God and Jesus, and "the Lord Jesus Christ" is an
extremely vital concept. Peter said God had made Jesus both "Lord and Christ."

Acts 2:36.
Paul's thanksgiving for the Thessalonians 2-4

12 EOyxaptoToduev TG Bed mdvtoTe epl mavTwy Op@dv, pveiav motodpevol émt 1OV
TPooELYOV NUBV, ddrareinTwg
Vs.2  We give thanks [PAI] to God always for you all, making [PMPart] mention of you in
our prayers;
1. "We give thanks to God always for you all,"
a. Giving thanks and remembering in his prayers is a habit of Paul.
1). By "we" he means Paul, Silas, and Timothy.
2). Prayer is a powerful tool that Christians need to use.
3). An awareness of someone praying for you is strengthening and unifying.
4). "Always," an adverb meaning continually — a constant attitude, on all occasions..
b. Eucharisteo - ebyaploTéw, "l give thanks" is not used of the Lord's Supper in the
New Testament.
2. "Making mention of you in our prayers;"
a. "Making mention" is almost always used in connection with prayer.
b. This expression indicates Paul is remembering.
c. Paul often specifically mentioned by name those who were in his prayers.
d. This is the first of three participles which modify the expression "we give thanks."
This participle tells when they gave the thanks.

'3 pvnpovedovTeg Opdv 100 Epyou Thig mloTewg kad 10D Kémou Tig dydmmg ko Tg
omopoviig Tig EAmidog Tod kuplou fudv’Incod XpioTod Eumpoodev 1ol Beod Kal TaTPog
NUWY,
Vs.3 Remembering [PAPart] without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and
patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;
1. "Remembering without ceasing your work of faith,"
a. "Remembering" is a present participle, and so, constantly bearing in mind your
work — the working reality of their faith.
1). This is the second of the three participles modifying "we give thanks."
2). This points out the grounds upon which the thanks were given.
b. "Without ceasing" means without leaving off, or without letting up.
c. "Your work of faith." This work was in harmony with faith which came by hearing
the Word of God.
1). "Work" is the act, or the process, and the result of faith. Heb. 5:8,9; 11:6
2). Wherever there is true faith there is a working faith. James 2:18
3). They were showing their faith. This is described in verse 9. Cf. Heb. 11.
d. In areal sense this and the other items in verses 3 and 4 are the reasons for his
thanksgiving.
2. "And labour of love,"
a. The word "labour" suggests a painful laborious exertion, strenuous toil, or toil result-
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Vs. 4

ing in weariness. Cf. John 4:6, 38

b. Gal. 5:6 tells us that faith works by love. When faith does not work, James says it
is dead. James 2:14-26

¢. Love demonstrates itself in not only loving God, but one's neighbor. Mt. 22:39

d. One who works little loves little. Cf. I John 5:3

. "And patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,"

a. "Patience" is steadfastness, patient endurance, faithful persistence.

b. "Hope" is the desire with full expectation of receiving that which is desired.
1). Tt is compared to a soldier's helmet and a sailor's anchor. I Thess. 5:8; Heb. 6:19
2). Hope causes us to wait with patience for that which we have not seen. Rom.

8:24, 25

¢.  We understand that their faith, love, and hope were producing the activities
designated — work was being produced by their faith, labor by their love, and
patience by their hope.
1). For example, Abraham's faith was working with his actions. James 2:22

d. This great triad of Christian graces is spoken of often in the N.T. Gal. 5:5,6; I Cor.
13:13; Eph. 4:2-5; Col. 1:4,5; Heb. 10:22-24; I Pet. 1:21,22; I Thess. 5:8.

"In the sight of God and our Father;"

a. Or, in his presence.

b.  Knowing that God is always there, is a great comfort and encouragement to the
Christian.

166Teg, d8eAdol Ryammpuévol Vo [To0] B€0D, THV EkAoyTv AV,
Knowing [PerfAPart], brethren beloved, your election of God.

. "Knowing, brethren beloved,"

a. "Knowing" is eidotes (¢1867¢¢), a perfect participle.
1). Itis a perceived knowledge. It produces confident assurance.
2). Tt often comes through the empirical senses.
3). This is the third participle that modifies "we give thanks," and points to the
cause of the giving of the thanks.
b. This knowledge is the fountain from whence true faith, love and hope springs forth.
"Your election of God."
a. God's "choice" of you, chosen.
1). "Election" is composed of two words which mean "to say," or "to speak out."
Therefore, to express one's choice.
2). What one speaks forth indicates his will, his choice, his preference.
3). God has selected, chosen, picked out what his will is.
a). God chooses, selects his people on the basis of this spoken word.
b). This choosing is always in harmony with his spoken word. Acts 10:34,35
4). This election is:
a). By the grace of God. ROM 11:5 "Even so then at this present time also
there is a remnant according to the election of grace."
b). Embraced by faith. TIT 1:1 "Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of
Jesus Christ, according to the faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging
of the truth which is after godliness;"



c). By obedience to God's commands. 1PE 1:2 "Elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto
obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and
peace, be multiplied."

d). By continuing doing the goodness of God. ROM 11:22 "Behold therefore
the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward
thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise thou also shalt
be cut off."

e). By manifesting the qualities and virtues of a faithful Christian life. Col.
3:12-17

f). It is important to notice that we are elected in him. Eph. 1:4

5). Election then, is conditional upon man's willingness to be chosen, and also on
his willingness to believe and obey.

Proof that God had choesen them 5-8

1'5 87110 edayyéAlov Hudv odk Eyevion eig Opag v Adyw pévov dANG kai £v duvdper
xai v mvedpaTt &ylw kai [2v] mAnpodopig ToAAR, kaBug ofdaTe ot ot yeviBnuev [Ev] Ojtv
O’ vuég.
Vs. 5  For our gospel came [API] not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know [2Perf] what manner of men we were [API] among
you for your sake.
1. "For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power,"
a. "For" &7, is more the idea of "how that."
1). This, now, is the reason for the certainty claimed in the "knowing" that they had
been elected (chosen) by the Lord.
2). Paul uses this same word in 2:13; II Thess. 1:3 and 2:13.
"Our gospel" means the one Paul, Timothy, and Silas preached.
This is an explanation of the election of verse 4.
“Came” is literally became, or came to be “into you.”
Not just words, but powerful words, capable of persuasion and conviction.
. The gospel has drawing power. Rom. 1:16; John 12:32
2. "And in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance;"
a. Proof (no doubt miraculous) that the message was divine.
1). Not just the words of Paul.
2). But with similar proof as stated in 2 Cor. 12:12, "with signs and wonders and
mighty works." Only a true apostle could do something like this.
b. "Much assurance" or in full conviction. This filled the hearts of these preachers.
3. "As ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake."
a. "As" or "just as," you know how we lived among you.
1). This comparative clause suggests "the gospel was presented to you in the manner
above, just as you know what kind of persons we were when we were there."
2). So, you "know" how we proved ourselves.
3). “Oida,” know, as in verse 4.
b. The apostle Paul and his companions practiced what they preached.

e 0 o



1). But this is not the only evidence presented.
2). Read on into the next verses:

1:6  xal Opelc ppnrol Hudv EyevnonTe kai To0 kupiov, deEdpevor Tov Adyov év BAlPEL
TOAAf} pHETG X0p8g TrvedpaTOg dylov,
Vs. 6 And ye became [API] followers of us, and of the Lord, having received [AMPart] the
word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost.
1. "And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord,"
a. "Followers" is from the word mimic or imitators. I Cor. 11:1; Phil 3:17
b. The behavior of the Thessalonians was to follow the teaching of Paul, and in tum
to follow the Lord, who is the perfect example. I Cor. 11:1
2. "Having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Holy Ghost."
a. This actually tells when they became the imitators.
1). They became imitators when the "received the word."
2). "Received" means to embrace, make one's own, approve. - Thayer
3). So, they embraced Paul and his teaching, as well as the Lord.
b. "In much affliction" or tribulation, or severe suffering, pressure.
1). This probably referred to the persecutions of the Jews.
2). Any person embracing Christianity must be ready to face trials. II Tim. 3:12
c. What joy comes from the Holy Spirit, our comforter, and author of the scripture!
1). This is what enabled Paul and Silas to sing while in prison. Acts 16:25
2). This is what enabled the apostles to rejoice while suffering. Acts 5:41
3). Compare Rom. 5:1-5.

17 doTe yevéaBat Opag TUTOV TGy Tolg maTedouaty Ev T Moxedovig kal €v Ti
T Ayxaia.
Vs.7  So that ye were [AMInf] ensamples to all that believe [PAPart] in Macedonia and
Achaia.
1. "So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia."
a. "So that you were" is "so as to become" or "you became."
b. "Ensamples" or examples. This is the result of having become imitators.
1). We need to make impressions for good on others.
2). By our good example we need to influence others. We never know the extent
of our example, good or bad.
c. "Ensamples" is from tupon (tdmov), form, pattern .
1). This word comes from a word which means a die, to stamp, shape.
2). Compare our word for type. When the truth is stamped on our hearts and lives,
we become an example to others.
3). Notice also the order: imitators, then examples. Cf. Acts 1:1
d. Other places where this word is used: Phil 3:17; I Tim. 4:12; I Pet. 5:3.

1'8 &0 Oudv yap EEfxnTan & Adyog 10D kupiou ob pévov év i Maxedovig kat [£v T{]
> Ayaia, GAN &y mavTi Témw 1) ToTig OpdV 1y Tpdg TOV Bedv EEEARALOEY, WoTE U Xpeiav
Exetv NuUag AaAETY TU



Vs.8  For from you sounded [PerfPI] out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad [PerfPI]; so that we need
not to speak [PAInf] any thing.
1. "For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia,"
a. The Lord's message rang out from you. The perfert verb indicates it still is.
1). It sounded out, or went forth, like sound from a trumpet, or from lightening.
2). This is the proof that the words these writers used in verse 7 are not too strong.
b. "The word of the Lord" is the gospel.
c. This sounding forth, or preaching, is the primary work of the church. Mat. 28:18-20
d. This information could have come by way of Aquila and Priscilla, who had just
come from Rome to Corinth, or from some other traveler.
2. "But also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad;"
a. "Inevery place" or everywhere they had gone.
1). "Every place" is no doubt hyperbole.
2). Cf. COL 1:23 "If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the gospel, which ye have heard, and which was
preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a
minister;" ‘
b. "Your faith to God-ward" or your faith toward (pros) God. This indicates a new
direction given to their minds which were formerly occupied with idols.
1). Their faith was spread abroad.
2). No doubt that anything so powerful as to cause them to give up idolatry would
also cause them to tell others about it.
3). "Your faith" or the report of your faith.
c. "Is spread abroad;" This is what happens when Christianity is taken seriously.
3. "So that we need not to speak any thing."
a. "Speak" or say any thing.
b. These people were not "half-way" converted.
c. Further, the reason is stated in the next verse.

Paul's assessment of the Thessalonians 9-10

119 adTol ydp mepl fipdv dmayyéAdovoty bmolav elocodov Eoyopev oG VUGG, Kol TG
ZeatpéPare mPOg TOV BEdV &md TOV ei8AwY Soudebery Bed CHVTL Kat AAnOwvy,
Vs.9  For they themselves shew [PAI] of us what manner of entering in we had [AAI] unto
you, and how ye turned [AAI] to God from idols to serve [PInf] the living and true God;
1. "For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you,"
a. "They" are the people wherever Paul went.
b. They volunteer testimony to your (the Thessalonians) faith.
c. "They themselves shew" or keep on reporting what kind of reception we had.
2. "And how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;"
a. "Turned from idols" would indicate these were pagans and not Jews, although there
were Jews there.
1). Everyone needs to turn, both Jew and Gentile.
2). "Turned" means they changed the direction of their life to worship, serve, and



love God. (This word is often used when one is literally turning around, as in
Mk. 5:30)
b. "To serve" is the first of two present infinitives that show the purpose of this turning.
1). "Serve" is a verb form that means to be a slave, to obey, to submit to, to discharge
the duties of a purchased slave, in which there is no limitation either to the kind
of service rendered, or in time of its performance..
2). This service was to a living God, and not some false god of paganism.
c. "Living and true" in contrast to dead and lifeless stone and wood idols. False gods.
These people had been won over to the power of Christianity. Cf. Acts 9:34,35
e. So, the report that kept on being mentioned, contained two things:
1). The enthusiastic welcome they had given to Paul and his company.
2). How they had turned to God from idols.

1110 xal dvopévery TOV LIOV AOTOD €k TRV 0VPAVAV, OV fyelpev €k [TGV] vekpBYv,
"Inoobv Tov puduevov Auag &k Tig 0pYTig THG EpXOopévng.
Vs. 10 And to wait [PInf] for his Son from heaven, whom he raised [AAI] from the dead, even
Jesus, which delivered [PPPart] us from the wrath to come [PPart].
1. "And to wait for his Son from heaven,"
a. "To wait" is a patient, confident, expectant waiting. This is the second present
infinitive that shows the purpose of their turning.
This strikes a keynote of this letter.
There are many passages which teach the Lord's return. John 14:1-6; Acts 1:9-11
To wait in hope is a characteristic of the true believer.
It is interesting to note that the "coming of the Lord" is mentioned toward the end
of every chapter in this book.
2. "Whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus,"
a. The writer asserts the historical fact that Jesus was raised from the dead.
b. Being raised is the absolute proof of his deity. Rom. 1:4
c. Jesus Christ now occupies the position of being the risen Saviour.
3. "Which delivered us from the wrath to come."
a. "Delivered" or rescued.
1). This is actually a present tense verb.
2). So, "Jesus, the one delivering us."
b. "Wrath to come," or, better, the wrath which is coming, or the coming wrath. This is
that from which Jesus delivers, or rescues us.
1). The wrath of God was preached from the very beginning. Mt. 3.7
2). It continued to be a vital part of preaching. Acts 17:31; Rom. 2:5; 5:9
3). There is no question this is the wrath or vengeance of God. Cf. Il Thess 1:7-9.

o po o

Chapter 2
That which characterized Paul's ministry at Thessalonica 1-12

21 AuTol yap ofdate, d8eAdol, Tv eloodov fuGv TV Tpdg Oudg 8Tt 00 Kevn YEYOVEV,
Vs.1 For yourselves, brethren, know [2PerfI] our entrance in unto you, that it was [2PerfAl]
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not in vain:
1. "For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you,"
a. "For" is an explanation.
b. You "know" indicates they have obtained this knowledge in the past.
c. "Our entrance,” or our coming, our visit and reception. This is the same word as
"entering in" in 1:9.
2. "That it was not in vain:"
a. "In vain," means empty, meaningless; literally, that it has not become empty.
b. So, the idea is, it was not a failure. It became, or came to be accepted in them.
c. Compare I Cor. 15:14,17; 2 Cor. 4:2.
d. Neither the subject matter Paul preached was vain or idle speculation (and therefore
fruitless), nor was his reception by the Thessalonians vain. (These are the two
explanations of what "not in vain" means.)

22 A& poma®dvTeg kal OPpLabévTeg kaBug oidare ¢v diAinmolg émappnotacdpeda
&v T 0@ UGV AcAfjoan Tpdg Opag T edayyéAtov To0 Beol v TOAAD dydvi.
Vs.2 But even after that we had suffered [2APart] before, and were shamefully entreated
[APPart], as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold [AMI] in our God to speak [AAInf] unto you
the gospel of God with much contention.
1. "But even after that we had suffered before,"
a. . "But" is a strong adversative.
b. Paul and Silas were beaten and thrown in jail before they ever came to Thessalonica.
Acts 16:23
2. "And were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi,"
a. "Shamefully entreated," or mistreated, insulted.
b. "As you know" means that they knew personally of Paul's treatment.
1). Not only did Paul suffer bodily suffering, but personal indignity.
2). Acts 17:1-11 is the background for the establishment of the church.
3). Acts 16:16-40 is a good background for the church in Philippi.
3. "We were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of God with much contention."
a. They were able to boldly preach the gospel.
1). "Bold." They were still courageous.
2). They still had the courage and confidence needed.
b. Think about this. Paul and Silas had just suffered a beating and were jailed at
Philippi, yet they came to Thessalonica and preached with as much boldness as ever.
c. "With much contention" or with strong opposition.
1). The NASB says, "amid much opposition.”
2). The NIV says, "in spite of strong opposition.”
3). "Contention" is from the background of an athletic contest where the struggle
of competition preceded every prize.

23 1 ydp mapdxAnoig @V odk £k mAdvg 006 £§ axabapaiag 006t év d6Aw,
Vs.3  For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile:
1. "For our exhortation was not of deceit,"
a. "For"is an explanation.



9
N

C.
d.

11

"Our exhortation," our appeal and encouragement, admonition, comfort.

"Was not of deceit," or was not of error or being deluded.

This was a matter of great comfort to the apostle - knowing his own sincerity, and
that he was preaching an uncorrupted, or pure, gospel. Cf. James 1:27

2. "Nor of uncleanness,"

a.
b.

His encouragement was not of impurity, or from impure motives.
Many of the popular religions of the day were grossly immoral. This word is often
associated with sexual immorality. Rom. 1:24; Gal 5:19; Col. 3:5

3. "Nor in guile:"

a.
b.
c.

d.

Deceit, not trying to trick you.

Literally, this word means to catch with bait.

One can see that Paul was keenly sensitive against the charges concerning the
correctness of his message and the purity of his life.

“Not of deceit” denies a wrong message. “Not of uncleanness” denies a wrong
motive. “Nor in guile” denies a wrong method.

24 A& kaBuwg Sedokipdopeba Omo ToD Be0d moTevdRvar 10 edayyéAtov oUTwg
AaoDpev, o0y kg dvBpuiTolg dpéokovTeg GAAL Oed TG SokipdCovTt TG Kapdiag NUGV.
Vs.4  But as we were allowed [PerfPI] of God to be put in trust [APInf] with the gospel, even
so we speak [PAI]; not as pleasing [PAPart] men, but God, which trieth [PAPart] our hearts.

1. "But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel,"

a.

"Allowed" or approved of God, to be put to the test, so tested and approved of God.

1). The perfect tense indicates a past act as well as a present continuous state.

2). The word is translated "prove" (test) in 5:21; "prove" (examine) in Luke 14:19.

This approval is "of God," so it is true.

"Put in trust" or entrusted with the gospel. Pisteuthenai, morTevBOfivar

1). They were stewards, and stewards are required to be faithful.

2). This is the gospel of God - not Paul's gospel.

3). The basic qualification for any service is trustworthiness. Cf. Mt. 25:21; I Cor.
4:2

2. "Even so we speak;"

a.

This is the principle statement of the verse. All else in the verse relates to this:
1). We speak because God allowed us to speak.

2). We speak because God entrusted us with the gospel.

3). We speak, but not to please men.

4). We speak to please God who tests our hearts.

They spoke the pure message of the gospel.

We cannot get away from the fact that the message of the New Testament is to be
taught. Mat. 28:19;1 Cor. 2:13

3. "Not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts."

a.

b.

There is no evidence they manipulated the gospel so as to please someone. Cf. Gal.
1:10

It is so easy to yield to the temptation to please men. Plus, in our circumstances
today, there is so much pressure put on us to cater to men.

1). Pleasing God is one of the reasons, then, that Paul spoke.



12

2). This shows clearly Paul's primary concern to be loyal to God.
c. "Which trieth" or examines, tests, our hearts.
1). This is the same word as allowed (approved). Dokematzo, oxiudCw
2). This suggests Paul believed in the omniscience of God who sees all, knows our
hearts, and searches our hearts. Cf. Heb. 4:13

25  olte ydp moTe év Adyw kohaxelag EyeviiBnpev, kabug ofdarte, olTe &v mpoddoet
mAsoveEiag, Oe0g papTug,
Vs. 5  For neither at any time used [API] we flattering words, as ye know [2Perf], nor a cloke
of covetousness; God is witness:
1. "For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know,"
a. "For," gar, resumes the "for" of verse 3. A further explanation of the service and
presence of Paul and company while they worked in Thessalonica.
Literally, “for neither then in a word of flattery we came.”
c. They never used flattery, or speech of flattery or fawning.
1). Fawning means to court favor.
2). Flattery is insincere, or excessive praise or attention, a common device of false
teachers.
d. They simply preached Christ and him crucified.
1). They had no goal to reach that was to be reached by flattery.
2). They had no interest in gaining men's affections for themselves.
2. "Nor a cloke of covetousness;" '
a. "A pretext for greed." NASB
b. They never used a mask to cover up greed.
1). "Cloak" means a covering. There was never any pretense.
2). So the idea is the charge of self-interest, rather than simply the desire to please
people.
¢. "Covetousness" is from a word that simply means "having more," with the result of
the desire for more. "Greed" is an excellent word.
1). Especially in preachers is this sin fatal.
2). Compare II Peter 2:3.
3. "God is witness:"
a. God knows that what I am telling you is true. He knows my motives.
God knows that there was no greed in Paul. He had no ulterior or selfish motive.
c. Notice: in reference to flattery he appealed to his readers; in reference to covetous-
ness, a matter of the heart, he appealed to God.

26 odTe EnrodvTeg EE dvBpumwy BGEav, oliTe 8¢’ budv odTe amr’ dAMwv,

Vs.6 Nor of men sought [PAPart] we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might
have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ.

1, "Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you,"
5; a. They were not looking for the praise of men, or of human beings.
W b. If one is sincere about repudiating covetousness, then surely one ought to be sincere
q‘ about repudiating worldly fame or ambition, or even material gain.
1). Compare the sincerity of Paul. Acts 20:19; 1I Cor. 4:5.



2). In no way can we claim that Paul tried to extract praise or glory out of men.

c. So, Paul speaks, not to please men (verse 4), nor to have the glory of men.
"Nor yet of others,"
a. They did not seek praise from the Thessalonians or from anyone else.
b. Paul neither sought the purses nor the praises of men.
"When we might have been burdensome, as the apostles of Christ."
a. "Burdensome" means men of weight, or a position of weight.
b. They could have asserted their authority as apostles, and been a burden.
1). They could have made demands. They could have insisted that the church
support them.
2). They were, as Christ's apostles, worthy of being paid, or supported, even
though they had not requested such.
3). They could have expected, maybe even demanded, greater esteem.
c. "Apostles" here is used in the-sense-of missionaries—Ones sent.
d. This last part of the verse is included in the next verse in Greek.

13

Note: The apostle categorically denies seven charges made by enemies as to their actions and

motives: deception, sensuality, fraud, false advisers, flattery, covetousness, material advan-

tage. In the next verses, the apostle describes what their life had actually been.

27

1.

2.

2-8

Vs. 8

1.

Suvdpevot &v Bdpet elvar g XpLoTod dméoTorot, GAAG EyeviiBnpev vimiot év péow
OHGV. G €AV Tpodog BATY Ta EauTiig Tékva,
Vs.7 But we were [API] gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth [PSubj] her children:
"But we were gentle among you,"
"But" is a strong contrast, with the charges with which he just dealt. The apostle now

a.

b.

C.
d.

shows the real manner of life that had characterized him and his companions.
They showed great mildness and tenderness, when they could have acted with
authority. II Tim. 2:24

When we conduct ourselves in this way, great things can be accomplished.
This is the same attitude stated in the phrase, "he became all things to all men."
ICor. 9:22

"Even as a nurse cherisheth her children:"

a.

b.

d.

Lightfoot says this is really the mother-nurse "who suckles and nurses her own
children." What love, and tender care is given!

So, perhaps better, "as one nursing, tenderly caring for her children." This verb form

is used of birds warmly covering their young with their feathers. Deut 22:6 LXX
When one shows this degree of kindness, he has found the way to win people. II

Tim. 2:24
This gentleness of Paul is expressed in several ways in the following verses:

olTwe SpelpSpeEVOL HudY £080KODNEY peTadoOvaL BTy 00 pévov T edayyEAtov ToD
D00 GANX KA TOG EquT@V Puxdg, S18TL dyarmmTot Mty EyevidnTe.
So being affectionately desirous [PMPart] of you, we were willing [PAImperf] to have
imparted [AAInf] unto you, not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls, because ye were
[PerfPI] dear unto us.

"So being affectionately desirous of you,"
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a. "Affectionately" means Paul had a fond affection, or longing for them.
b. This shows a very deep care for them.
1). He sought them, not for what they had, not their goods.
2). He sought to gain them, not to make merchandise of them.
3). It was their eternal salvation that he earnestly desired.
"We were willing to have imparted unto you,"
a. We were well pleased, or delighted to impart to you.
b. Many versions use "we were well pleased," including the ASV and the NASV.
c. The “meta” (with) suggests the idea of sharing rather than merely giving.
"Not the gospel of God only, but also our own souls,"
a. They not only wished to preach the gospel, but to share their own lives as well.
b. They were willing to give their life and energy for the Thessalonians.
"Because ye were dear unto us."
a. Paul and his company held nothing back.
b. This shows the strong bond that had been formed. The Thessalonians were souls,
not statistics.
c. They had become very dear or beloved to Paul, Titus, and Timothy.
d. There is no question that Paul had a sincere affection for these people.

HVTHOVEVETE ydp, A8eAdol, TOV KSTIOV ARGV kai Tov pdxBov: vukTdg kal fuépag

gpyaduevor mpdg T pr émPBopfoal Tiva Oudv ExnpoEopev elg Gpag T6 ebayyEALOV T00

0e00.

Vs.9  For ye remember [PAI], brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring [PMPart] night
and day, because we would not be chargeable [AAInf] unto any of you, we preached [AAI] unto
-you the gospel of God. '

1.

"For ye remember, brethren,"
a. "For" further indicates that they did not seek the glory of men.
b. You are able to recall.
"Our labour and travail:"
a. "Labor and travail." Travail is a harder word than labor, or work.
1). "Travail" is a word for difficult labor, or wearisome toil.
2). So, our toil and hardship (drudgery).
3). These same two words are translated "in weariness and painfulness” in II Cor.
11:27; see also II Thess, 3:8.
"For labouring night and day,"
a. The history of Paul bears this out. Cf. Acts 20:31
b. To save souls he was willing to forego sleep and rest.
c. Every Jewish boy was taught two things: the law, and a trade.
d. “Night and day.” Continuously, consistently, not spasmodically.
"Because we would not be chargeable unto any of you,"
a.  We did not want to be a burden, or chargeable.
b. He denied himself the liberty he had of taking wages from the churches.
"We preached unto you the gospel of God."
a. Proclaiming the gospel was their main focus and goal.
b. Paul was known to preach publicly and from house to house. Acts 20:20
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210 Opeig pdpTupeg kal 6 Bed, g dolwg xal Sikaiwg kal GuépmTwg OHIV TOlg
TOTEVOLOLY EyEVIOTHEY,
Vs. 10 Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved
[API] ourselves among you that believe [PAPart]:
1. "Ye are witnesses, and God also,"
a. The Thessalonians had seen Paul with their own eyes, and of course God had seen
Paul (and his companions).
b. The Thessalonians could judge Paul’s conduct, and God could judge his motives.
2. "How holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:"
a. "Holily" (Sowwc) or devoutly. Set apart and dedicated to the service of God.
Carefully discharging one’s duties to God.
"Justly" or uprightly. Doing right, or conforming to God's way.
c. "Unblameably" or blameless. The absence of reproach. No charge can be maintained
against one.
d. Notice that Paul uses three adverbs here to show his attitude and work toward men,
of which he says these people were witnesses. ’
e. Every Christian ought to live so that his life might bear close inspection.

2'11  xaBdmep ofdate Wg Eva EkaoTOV VPGV WG TOTNP TEKVA EQUTOD
Vs. 11 As ye know [2Perf] how we exhorted [PAPart] and comforted [PPart] and charged
[PPart] every one of you, as a father doth his children,
1. "As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you,"
a. Three participles here show three phases of the preacher's work.
1). Exhorting (advising and warning earnestly, encouraging, maybe even pleading
and admonishing). This word is sometimes translated "beseeching."
2). Comforting (consoling, and also encouraging).
3). Charging (to cite a witness, imploring, urging, insisting, the solemn declaring of
serious words).
2. "As a father doth his children,"
a. This is a change from the figure of a mother-nurse in verse 7 to that of a father.
b. One can often get more done with a father's love, than with a father's authority. How-
ever, a father’s love often shows the sterner aspects of love.
c. It isa mother who nurses and nurtures a child, but in this verse it is the father who
also trains a child. It is necessary to use all the ways described above.

12 mapakahodvTeg BPAC kol mapopuBoUpEVOL Kal HOPTUPGHEVOL EIG TO TEPLTIATETY
Opag &E{we ToD B0l ToD KahodvTog Vuds elg THv EauTod BaotAelay kol Sd&av.
Vs. 12 That ye would walk [PInf] worthy of God, who hath called [PAPart] you unto his
kingdom and glory.
1. "That ye would walk worthy of God," :
a. "That" or to the end that. Literally, into the fact of walking around worthily....
1). This is the purpose of the three participles in verse 11.
2). Some translations say for "walk," "to lead a life."
b. Thatis, walk in a manner, or live, or conduct yourself in a manner worthy of God.



213

16

Practically speaking, how can one walk worthily of God? The Bible has much to
say about being counted, or accounted, worthy:
1). LUK 20:35 "But they which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world."
a). More literally, having been accounted worthy to obtain that world. Aorist
passive participle.
b). The passive voice indicates that the accounting worthy is something God
does and not man.
2). LUK 21:36 "That you may be accounted worthy of escape." Aorist passive
subjunctive.
a). This is the subjunctive mood, so it is said in prospect.
b). But it is still the passive voice which indicates something done to them.
3). Acts 5:41 "Rejoicing that they were counted (deemed) worthy to suffer shame."
a). This is aorist active indicative.
b). This refers to the fact that in this one episode that they rejoiced because they
were counted worthy to suffer shame.
4). 1 Thess. 1:5 "Counted worthy of the kingdom of God." Aorist passive
infinitive.
a). Notice that this is an articular infinitive.
b). Therefore, into the fact of being accounted worthy.

NOTE:

a.

b.

€.

All of the passages except Acts 5:41 are passive. Acts 5:41 is active because they
were the ones rejoicing that they were counted worthy.

In all the other passages the passive voice is used which denotes something being
done to or for the subjects.

These passages do not teach that any man is worthy, in and of himself, to be saved,
or to go to heaven.

A man is counted worthy (on the part of God, or from the viewpoint of God)
because of the forgiveness of sins, and because he is continuing to be forgiven on
account of his faithfulness.

It would be proper to pray that we are thankful to be accounted worthy by the
Lord, but not proper to say that we are worthy on our own merit.

"Who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory."

a.

b.

We are called by the gospel. The present participle indicates the continual calling
of God.

We are called "unto” (into) his kingdom and glory (his majestic presence).

1). "Kingdom" and "glory" are objects of the same preposition.

2). Kingdom and glory are very closely related. Cf. Mat. 20:21 and Mark 10:37
The kingdom of God is the sphere of God’s rule, the sphere where his rule must be
acknowledged.

Note: how could these be called into his kingdom if it did not exist in the first

century?

How the Thessalonians responded to Paul 13-16

Kai 518 10070 xal fjugic edyaptoTobpey T4 Bed ddLaAeinTwg, 6Tt mapaAoBovTeg
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Aéyov dxofig mop’ HUdY ToD Be00 E8£Ea0Be 0 Adyov dvBpwTwy AAY kaBuig Eo0TLv AANOGC
Adyov Be0D, 8¢ kal EvepyelTar év Oty Tolg maTedouoty.
Vs. 13 For this cause also thank [PAI] we God without ceasing, because, when ye received
[2AAP] the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received [AMI] it not as the word of men, but
as it is [PAI] in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh [PMI] also in you that believe
[PAPart].
1. "For this cause also thank we God without ceasing,"
a. For this reason (dia - on account of this) Paul and company were constantly
thanking God.
1). "Also" may be simply another point, or it may be said in reaction to the
Thessalonians saying, "we give thanks to God."
2). "Without ceasing" is an adverb modifying "we give thanks." Literally, "we
unceasingly give thanks."
b. He was thankful because he was successful.
c. That success is based on several reasons, stated in the followmg words:
2. "Because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us,"
a. When the gospel was preached, they received it.
1). Literally, "the word of hearing." Genitive singular noun.
2). So, the word of the message.
b. This is one reason for Paul's success.
c. The gospel is designed to be preached by man. II Cor. 4:7
"Ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth,"
a. They received it as it actually is, the Word of God (the word of the one who cannot
lie).
1). They not only received it in the sense of hearing it, but also obeying it.
2). “Received” here is a different word than the word in the previous phrase, and is
more the idea of accepted. “Received” refers more to the ear, and “accepted”
refers more to an obedient heart.
b. Paul is thankful that the Thessalonians, when they heard his preaching, accepted it.
c. "Asitisin truth." Paul had no doubt that the message he proclaimed was in fact
God's message, and so it was not the word of men.
d. This is another reason they were successful.
4. "The word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe."
a. This word effectively and adequately did what was intended.
b. It “works” in you, or is set in operation in you that believe. It is living and active in
you. ("Worketh" is probably the middle voice).
c. It does good to those who walk uprightly. Psa. 19:7,8
d. This is a third reason for their success.

(U8

2:14  Opeig ydp ppnTal gyevridnte, ddeAdol, TOV ExkAncidv Tod B£00 TGV 00TBV &V TH
“lovdaiq v Xp1aT@ *Inood, 67t T& adTd EmdBeTe Kal OpelG U0 TRV 16{wV CUPPUAETAV
Kabug kal adTol Ond TOV lovdaiwy,

Vs. 14 For ye, brethren, became [API] followers of the churches of God which in Judaea are
[PPart] in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered [AAI] like things of your own countrymen,
even as they have of the Jews:
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1. "For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God"
a. "Followers" is from the Greek mimic, or imitators. Compare 1:6;1Cor. 11:1. It
suggests reproducing attitudes and conduct of others.
b. "Became" is from ginomai, to become, to be made, to come to pass. Aorist Passive.
{ c. The expression "churches of God" indicates ownership. Compare with the next
expression, "in Christ Jesus," indicating a spiritual relationship.
2. "Which in Judaea are in Christ Jesus:"
a. These churches were in Christ, showing that church membership is a spiritual
covenant relationship with Christ.
b. "In Judaea" tells us of the geographical location.
3. "For ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen,"
a. They endured the same sufferings from the hands of their own people.
b. These were not unlike those instigated against Paul, and other Christians.
c. This is still another reason Paul knows he is successful. These Thessalonians are
suffering persecution. II Tim. 3:12
4. "Even as they have of the Jews:"
a. The persecution by Jews in Judea was well known everywhere.
b. "Even as" or in the same manner the Jews, their own countrymen, persecuted the
churches in Judaea.
c. Isitnot interesting, yet so sad, that the Jews were the fiercest enemies of
Christianity? Cf. Acts 17:5

2:15 1@V xai TOV kUploy dmokTelvdvTwy’ Incodv kol Todg mpodriTag, kai Audg
ExSLwEQVTWY, Kal Be@ pf) GpeokdvTwy, Kal Taoty dvBpwmolg évavTiwy,
Vs. 15 Who both killed [AAPart] the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets, and have persecuted
[AAPart] us; and they please [PAPart] not God, and are contrary [PAPart] to all men:
1. "Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets,"
a. The same attitude of the Jews referred to in the previous verse killed our Lord and the
prophets. This is the ultimate result of the Jewish persecution.
1). Before they killed Jesus, they killed the prophets.
2). ACT 2:23 "Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge
of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:"
b. Such was the character of many unbelieving Jews. Acts 20:22,23; Acts 7:52,
"Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted?"
2. "And have persecuted us;"
a. "Persecuted" means "they drove us out,”" and is so translated in some versions.
Think of what all they did to Paul, and his companions.
b. Their persecution seemed to reach everywhere.
1). Cf. Paul being chased out of Thessalonica. Acts 17:5-10
2). These are doing what Paul once did, but now he knows better.
3. "And they please not God, and are contrary to all men:"
a. All of this is displeasing to God.
b. Further, they are hostile to all men; they bitterly oppose all men. Antagonistic.
c. These two participles describe the attitude of many of those Jews.
NOTE: There are many today that would not agree that we should be this direct and
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pointed with our denunciation of those in error. But just remember, this was said by the
direct help of the Holy Spirit.

2:16  xwAudvTwv fudc Toic #Bveoty AaAfioat (va owddaty, eig T6 dvamAnpdoatl ad TGV
Tag GuapTiag ndvToTe. EPBacey 8¢ Em adToUG 1) dpyT €ig TEAOG.
Vs. 16 Forbidding [PAPart] us to speak [AInf] to the Gentiles that they might be saved
[APSubj], to fill up [AAInf] their sins alway: for the wrath is come [AAI] upon them to the
uttermost.
1. "Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved,"
a. This clause shows what those who "oppose" in the previous verse means.
b. They put forth an effort to try to keep Paul and company from preaching the saving
message.
c. Consider some countries today where the gospel cannot be preached.
1). Consider some places in this country where it is hard to be a Christian.
2). Prejudice still runs rampant in our world.
2. "To fill up their sins alway:"
a. "To fill up their sins." That is, they fill (heap) up their sins to the brim (the measure
of their sins).
b. They heap up their sins to the limit.
c. They not only are doing what their fathers did (following in their footsteps), but they
have set themselves against the salvation of all men.
3. "For the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost."
a. "The wrath" of God has overtaken them. Past tense in Greek.
1). God's judgment and displeasure has already been activated toward these who
oppose.
2). It is entirely possible that this verb states the certainty of this judgment.
b. "To the uttermost” is sometimes translated forever, or altogether.
c. They do this to the end (uttermost), or until the ultimate wrath of God comes on
them.

Paul's continued relationship with the Thessalonians 2:17-3:8

2:17  “Hugic 8¢, &deAdol, dnopdaviaBévTeg & Opdv mpog Katpdv wpag, Tpooww ol
kapdiq, meprocoTépwg Eamouddoopey TO TpdowTiov GUGY 18€lv £v TOAA] Embupiq.
Vs. 17 But we, brethren, being taken [APPart] from you for a short time in presence, not in
heart, endeavoured [AAI] the more abundantly to see [AInf] your face with great desire.
1. "But we, brethren, being taken from you for a short time in presence,"
a. "Butwe." This adversative pronoun and the emphatic "we" shows a stark contrast
between these opposing Jews, and Paul and other Christians.
They were taken away, or torn away from their physical presence.
Paul does not want them to think he has forgotten them.
d. "Taken from you" is literally being orphaned from you. Aporphanitzo -
dmopdaviCw.
e. He changes the figure again: in verse 7 it was a mother-nurse, baby; in verse 11 it
was a father; now an orphan.

e o
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2. "Not in heart,"
a. Or, not in thought. They were not taken out of Paul's thoughts.
b. Paul always had them in his heart.
3. "Endeavoured the more abundantly to see your face with great desire."
a. "Endeavored" means to endeavor, to give diligence. The comparative adverb, "more
abundantly," only strengthens the idea of the verb.
b. Paul and company had an intense longing to see them.
c. "With great desire" means in much longing, to yearn after.

218 81671 ABeMjoopev EABETY Tpdg Gpag, Eyd pev Madrog kai dmog kal dig, kol
gvéxop ev Nuag 6 Zartavag.
Vs. 18 Wherefore we would [AAI] have come [2AInf] unto you, even I Paul, once and again;
but Satan hindered [AAI] us.
1. "Wherefore we would have come unto you,"
a. They wanted to come and see the Thessalonians.
b. "Wherefore" is used here in the sense of because.
2. "Even I Paul, once and again;"
a. We would probably say, "more than once.”" Literally, "both once and twice."
b. Paul desired to come to them often.
3. "But Satan hindered us."
a. "But"is kai, a strong adversative.
b. "Hindered" is from a road cut in two to make it impassable. Paul charges Satan
with cutting his path in two parts.
1). This is the explanation as to why Paul had not come.
2). Satan thwarted, or stopped their efforts to see the Thessalonians.
3). This hindrance could have been because of illness. Gal. 4:13
4). Or, it could have been on account of opposition in Athens that made it
impossible to leave the young group of Christians there. 3:1

2:19  Tic ydp fudv EAmig A xap& f oTédavog kauxioews 1§ odxl kol Gpelg Eumpoodey TO0
xuplou HuGV’ Inood v Tf adTod mopouoiy;
Vs. 19  For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?
1. "For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing?"
a. The interrogative pronoun "what" can be translated "who."
b. "Crown of rejoicing" or the crown in which we glory. Stephanos - oTédavog
1). "Crown" here is a wreath or garland of victory, or chaplet of glorying, in
winning games, and sometimes given to distinguished public servants when the
king came to visit.
2). This is not the royal crown, diadem - 51ddnpa
3). "Crown of rejoicing” or exultation, or the crown in which we will glory.
2. "Are not even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?"
a. Isitnotyou? "You"isemphatic.
b. These are all expressions of great and endearing affection.
c. "His coming" surely refers to the second coming of the Lord. "Coming," parousia,
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indicated the coming of some very important person in the language of that day.
- Thayer

2:20  Opelg ydp EaTe ) SEEa Mudv kal 1 xapd.
Vs.20  For ye are [PAI] our glory and joy.
1. "For ye are our glory and joy."
a. The Thessalonians will be Paul's crown, joy, and glory when Jesus comes.
b. Just remember, all men will appear before him when he comes again.
c. The present tense shows the continuing reality of Paul's feelings.

Chapter 3

31 Ao unkér atéyovteg eddoxrioapey kataAeldpOfvar &v’ ABvaig uévor,
Vs. 1  Wherefore when we could no longer forbear [PAPart], we thought [AAI it good to be
left [APInf] at Athens alone;
1. "Wherefore when we could no longer forbear,"
a. "Wherefore," in view of, or on account of 2:17-20.
b. "Forbear" is to endure. When we could stand it no longer. The participial clause
in Greek shows the cause or the reason for the action Paul takes.
c. This intolerable emotion of Paul indicates a strong feeling toward the church in
Thessalonica. Paul must have felt, "I need to know about them." See verse 2
2. "We thought it good to be left at Athens alone;"
a. That was the best thing to be done.
b. "We" indicates a joint decision. Paul and Silas. "Alone" is plural.
¢.  We do not know exactly why they thought it good that Paul was left behind.
1). It could have been health.
2). More likely, either the weakness of the church, or the threat of false teachers
toward the church at Athens.

32 xal &mépgapev Tipdbeov, TOV A8eAdOV MGV kal cuvepyov ToD 000 &v TG
gdayyeAlw ToD XptoTod, eig 70 oTnplEan Vuag xal mopoaxaAéoat \Ep ThHg mioTewg VPGV
Vs.2  And sent [AAI] Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in
the gospel of Christ, to establish [AInf] you, and to comfort [AInf] you concerning your faith:
1. "And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our fellowlabourer in the
gospel of Christ,"
a. So Timothy is sent to the Thessalonians.
b. He is described as:
1). A "brother." Certainly an affectionate term.
2). "Minister." The revised Greek text does not have "minister." This word means
"servant," a highly complimentary term. (diakanos is from a verb which is used of
someone who renders service of whatever character to another.)
3). "Fellowlaborers" is a fellow worker. sunergon - sunergovn.
2. "To establish you, and to comfort you concerning your faith:"
a. His work among them is described as:
1). "Establish (strengthen or confirm) you."
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2). "Comfort (encourage) you." These two ideas show the purpose of sending
Timothy.
3). This is said to be "concerning your faith," literally, "in behalf of your faith."
b. This, then, becomes the stated reason why Paul sent Timothy.
c. Paul wants to prevent or minimize the ever present danger of their falling away.
d. Here, as well as throughout the epistle, the concern is not for their physical, but their
spiritual welfare.

33 70 undéva caiveabat v Toig OAlY oty TadTang. adTol yap oidate 4T gig ToOTO
keilpeba
Vs.3  That no man should be moved [PMInf] by these afflictions: for yourselves know
[2Perfl] that we are appointed [PMI] thereunto.
1. "That no man should be moved by these afflictions:"
a. "Moved" or disturbed, or become unsettled, shaken in mind, and thus apostatize.

This shows a further purpose of sending Timothy added to, and growing out of, the

ones already mentioned.

b. Paul did not want them to be "moved" or troubled, or disheartened by tribulations,
or trials.

1). "Afflictions." The trouble that is the common lot of mankind. The noun
"afflictions," and the verb "to suffer tribulation" (affliction), refers to the pressure
that came upon them from without. This word came out of a background of
pressing, as pressing hard upon grapes to squeeze out the juice.

2). For other passages that use this word, see II Cor. 1:6; 4:8; 7:5; Acts 7:11; Mt.

24:21; Rev. 1:9.
3). Trials are especially suffered by Christians, because of their Christianity.
2. "For yourselves know that we are appointed thereunto."
a. "Appointed" is destined.
b. It is appointed of God that all who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.

II Tim. 3:12
c. How else would the Christian know the kind of faith he has? Unless tested?

344 xai ydp 8Te mpdg Gpag Auev, TpoeAéyopey Gpiv 6Tt péAAopEY OA{Begbat, xoBwg kal
gyéveTto kai ofdarte.
Vs. 4  For verily, when we were [ImperfAl] with you, we told [ImperfAl] you before that we
should suffer tribulation [PMInf]; even as it came to pass [2AMI], and ye know [2Perfl].
1. "For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer
tribulation;"
a. "We told you before" or in advance.
1). They warned ahead of time.
2). Therefore, they were not surprised when they suffered trials.
b. The imperfect active verb means they continued to tell them, in past time, so "we
were telling you before."
2. "Even as it came to pass, and ye know."
a. The prediction of Paul and his companions came to pass.
b. The verb "it came to pass" indicates not mere prediction but divine prophecy.
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c. Being a Christian does not exempt one from hardship.

35 814 10070 K&yw pnkéTt oTéywy Emeppa elg TO yvdvar Ty mioTiv Opdv, pf mwg
¢melpaoev Opac 6 meipdlwv xai €lg kevov yévnrat 6 kOTog UG V.
Vs.5 For this cause, when I could no longer forbear [PAPart], I sent [AAI] to know [2AAInf]
your faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted [PAPart] you, and our labour be
[2ASubj] in vain.
1. "For this cause, when I could no longer forbear,"
a. He returns to what was said in verse 1.
b. "For this cause,” or for this reason.
c. "No longer forbear," or could not any longer endure.
2. "I sent to know your faith,"
a. Paul wanted to find out about their faith. “Know” indicates progress in knowledge.
b.  When he could not stand it any longer, he sent Timothy to find out what was
going on.
3. "Lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain."
a. Itis so easy to fall into the temptation of the tempter, and then all the works done
isin vain. Cf.ICor. 3:12-15.
Paul had a fear the tempter might have gotten to them.
Then, all of his efforts might have been useless.
d. "Have tempted" is a present participle which indicates the continuing tempting by
the devil.

IS

36 “ApTl 8¢ EA0SvTog Tipobéou ipdg Mpdg &’ VPGV kal edayyeAtgapévou Mply Ty
mloTiy kol TNV &ydmny Opdv, kai 81t €xeTe pveiav Nudv dyadry mdvtoTe, EmmobodvTeg
Muag 1861V kaBdmep kai Muelg VPG,
Vs. 6  But now when Timotheus came [2AAPart] from you unto us, and brought us good
tidings [AMPart] of your faith and charity, and that ye have [PAI] good remembrance of us
always, desiring [PAPart] greatly to see [2AInf] us, as we also to see you:
1. "But now when Timotheus came from you unto us,"
a. "But now," or just now, the present time as contrasted with past or future time.
b. Timothy has returned and Paul is going to hear the good news.
c. [tisalways great to bring good news.
2. "And brought us good tidings of your faith and charity,"
a. Paul is thrilled with the good news.
b. Timothy "brought good tidings" (all one word) or good news:
1). Of their faith. Their trust and confidence in the truth of the gospel.
2). Of their love. "Charity" is love.
a). They loved the gospel, as well as Paul and company.
b). Paul's concern now changes from concern to confidence.
c. "And that ye have good remembrance of us always," They remembered Paul
always.
1). You think kindly of us always, or have pleasant memories.
2). This is the third of several elements of good news in Timothy's report.
d. "Desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see you:"
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1). "Desiring" or longing to see him, in the same way Paul and company wanted to
see them.
2). No wonder Paul is thrilled!
3). Don't you wish every congregation and the preacher felt this way toward
each other?
37 818 To0TO TIopeKAONUEY, d8eAdol, £¢° Opiy &mt don TR dvdyk xal OAlYeL bV
&1 Thg Vpdv moTewg,
Vs.7 Therefore, brethren, we were comforted [API] over you in all our affliction and distress
by your faith:
1. "Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress"
a. "Therefore" or for this reason.
b. "We were comforted," or encouraged, reassured. Their faith had sustained them,
and that was a comfort to Paul and company.
c. "In all our affliction and distress."
1). "Affliction" has to do with pressure that presses in on people when persecuted.
2). "Distress" is pressing anxieties that come from persecution, especially when there
are physical hardships and constraints to endure.
2. "By your faith:"
a. Literally “through” your faith.
b. This comforted Paul, or encouraged (re-assured) him.

3-8 811 VDV EGpev EQv Opelg oTiikeTE &V Kupiy.
Vs.8 For now we live [PAI], if ye stand [PASubj] fast in the Lord.
1. "For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord."
a. We continue to live. Some say "For now we really live if you stand firm...."
b. "Stand fast" or stand firm.
1). Itis easier for Paul to endure what he is having to endure because of Timothy's
report.
2). He lives with the satisfaction that his work has not been in vain.
3). This is quite a contrast between his state of apprehension that existed before
Timothy’s report, and the comfort and ease of mind produced by this good news.
c. "Inthe Lord" is the sphere in which this standing must take place.
1). When this expression is used, it always means a Christian, a member of the
church. In five case Greek, this preposition takes the dative case.
2). In eight case Greek, “in” is in the locative case. The root meaning is “within.”

Paul's thanksgiving and prayer 9-13

3:9  Tiva ydp edxoplotiav Suvdpueba Td Oed &vTamododvat mepl Oudv £ml mdon T xopd
1 xaipopev 81” bpdg Eumpoadev 700 B£00 NUAV,
Vs.9  For what thanks can [PMI] we render [AAInf] to God again for you, for all the joy
wherewith we joy [PAI] for your sakes before our God,;
1. "For what thanks can we render to God again for you,"
a. How can we thank God enough for you?
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b. He was full of joy, praise, and thanksgiving.
¢. "Render to God again" means to give back to God in return for such a good report.
2. "For all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God;"
a. Inreturn for all the joy we have because of you.
b. "Before our God," or in the presence of God. This emphasizes the one to whom all
our thanksgiving should be given.

310 vuxTdg kol Huépag OmepekTePLao0D Sedpevor eic TO 181y Vpdv TO TpdowTov kal
xarapTioat T& YoTepuaTa TAg ToTEWwg OUdV;
Vs. 10 Night and day praying [PMPart] exceedingly that we might see [2AInf] your face, and
might perfect [AInf] that which is lacking in your faith?
1. "Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face,"
a. "Exceedingly" or earnestly, more abundantly.
1). This is a double compound adverb which is the Greek way of expressing
abundance.
2). So, praying as earnestly as possible.
b. They kept on praying to see them; he continually prayed for them.
2. "And might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?"
a. "Perfect" or complete, supply, restore, mend (originally as in mending nets)
1). This is the stated purpose why they wish to see them.
2). This word came out of the background of mending nets, or repairing nets.
b. "That which is lacking" is the shortcomings, deficiencies (plural).
1). The best of us have something lacking in our lives - in our faith.
2). We all need more encouragement, more commitment, more faith (trust,
confidence). Most of the time this is needed in a number of facets of our lives.

311 A0TOg 8¢ 6 Bedg kal maThp Hu@V kal 6 kUprog AUGV Inoodg kateuBdval Trv 680V
MUOV TIPOG Ouag” |
Vs. 11 Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct [AAOpt] our way
unto you.
1. "Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ,"
a. Here, Paul begins a very earnest prayer, and wish.
b. In his absence, about the only thing he could do for them was to pray for them.
2. "Direct our way unto you."
a. "Direct" expresses a petition, a function of this mood.
b. It means to "clear the way" or make it possible to come to you. Remove all
obstacles.
c. Paul will rely on God.

3:12  Opdg 8¢ 6 xdprog mAeovdoat xal meptooedaal Tij dydmm eig dGAARAoug kal eig
mavTag, kabdmep kai fuelg eig Opag,
Vs. 12 And the Lord make you to increase [AOpt] and abound [AOpt] in love one toward
another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:
1. "And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one toward another,"
a. "Increase and abound" is to increase and overflow. Synonyms, with abound
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perhaps a bit stronger.
b. These two things (verses 12,13) are things we should desire for ourselves and every
Christian.
c. The love here is agape love, the highest type of love.
2. "And toward all men, even as we do toward you:"
a. "Even as we do toward you," or just as ours does for you. A comparative clause.
b. Inaway this is much like I Cor. 11:1.

313 eic 70 oTnpiEon Gpdv Tag kapdiag duéumtous Ev &ylwabvy EumpocBev ToD Beod kal
TioTpdg HdV £v TH apouaia 100 kupiov fudv’ Inood peTd mdviwy TéV adylwv abTol.
[Gpnv. ]
Vs. 13 To the end he may stablish [AInf] your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even
our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.
1. "To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable"
a. "Stablish" or strengthen, confirm, support.
b. The more we grow and abound in the grace of love (vs. 12), the more we are
established and confirmed in it.
c. The adjective, "unblameable," describes the kind of heart and life Paul wants.
2. "In holiness before God, even our Father,"
a. The prepositional phrase, "in holiness," indicates that if one is to have an
unblameable heart, he must be set apart completely in the service of God. Cf. 2:10
b. That is, set apart "before," or in the presence of God.
3. "At the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints." See 4:14.
a. Again, a chapter closes looking to the second coming.
b. "With all his saints,” or holy ones. Cf. Matt. 25:31. It is not unlikely that angels are
meant here.
1). The LXX translates the word applied to angels with this word. Psa. 89:5; Zech.
14:5
2). The Dead Sea Scrolls have examples in which angels are called "holy."
3). Paul elsewhere associates angels with the second coming. II Thess. 1:7-9

Chapter 4
Lessons in morality and holiness 1-12

41  Aowmodv olv, &8eAdol, EpwTdpey Gpdg kol mapakarodpev &v kupiw Inood, Tva
kB¢ TaPeAGBeTE Tap’ Hudv TO TAG Sl OuaG MEPITOTELY KAl dpéokerv Be@, kaBuwG xal
TEQLTIATELTE, (VA TIEPLOCEVTTE HOAAOV.
Vs.1 Furthermore then we beseech [PAI] you, brethren, and exhort [PAI] you by the Lord
Jesus, that as ye have received [2AI] of us how ye ought to walk [PInf] and to please [PInf] God,
so ye would abound [PASubj] more and more.
1. "Furthermore then we beseech you, brethren,"
a. "Furthermore" or finally, or as for the rest. This marks a transition in subject
matter.
b. "Beseech," beg, or make an urgent request, ask.
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"And exhort you by the Lord Jesus,"

a. "Exhort" is encourage, urge, admonish.

b. "By the Lord" is literally, in the Lord.

c. This encouragement comes as a result of the great love Paul has for them.

. "That as ye have received of us how ye ought to walk and to please God,"

a. "How you ought to walk and please God." How to live in order to please God; how

to conduct yourselves.
. "Received" means they had been instructed in how to walk, and they had accepted it.

c. "Toplease God." Cf. 2:4,15 This is what happens when we do what has been
suggested.

"So ye would abound more and more."

a. "Abound more and more" means to excel still more, please God even more than
you are presently.

b. Paul wanted them to attain an even higher degree of perfection in living the
Christian life.

c. Assuggested, they are doing well, but Paul wishes them to do even better.

otdate yap Tivag mopayyeAiag duwkapev VUiV 81 100 xupiou’Inood.
For ye know [2Perfl] what commandments we gave [AAI] you by the Lord Jesus.

. "For ye know what commandments we gave you by the Lord Jesus."

a. "What commandment" or what charge, precept, imperative instruction (something
which must be done).

b. No doubt these commandments involve something positive to do, and something
negative, something not to do.

c. They know the instructions, so they cannot plead ignorance.
He taught them by the authority of the Lord. Cf. Col. 3:17

e. These commandments were given "by," literally "through" the Lord.

ToOTO Ydp £0TLv BEANUA TOD Be0D, 6 dytaopdg VU@V, anéxeabat Opdg &mo TG

mopvelag,

Vs. 3

For this is [PAT] the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain

[PMInf] from fornication:

1.

2.

"For this is the will of God, even your sanctification,"
a. "Sanctification" saint, holy, sanctify, hallow, are all from the same root word.

1). This word was earlier used of consecration to a god or goddess, and did not
include holiness of life.

2). But Paul uses the word here in pointed and sharp contrast for the Christian view
of sanctification as being the will of God.

3). There are several synonyms for dytoopds in the N.T. &yid7ng, which suggest
the abstract quality of holiness, IT Cor. 1:12; Heb. 12:10; &ywwaivn, the
manifestation of the quality of holiness in personal conduct, Rom. 1:4; II Cor.
7:1; 601671¢, devoutness, piety, holiness; Eph. 4:24; Luke 1:75

b. So, this is your setting apart.
"That ye should abstain from fornication:"
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a. Paul further explains that the Christian must abstain from fornication. Remember
the heathen surroundings.

b. This is in sharp contrast to the pagan religions, which did not demand sexual purity,
and in fact, were grossly immoral.

c. "Fornication" is a general word for many types of sexual impurity.
1). Fornication, in particular, is sharply opposed to a life of sanctification.
2). Compare I Cor. 6:18-20; II Cor. 7:1.

4:4  gi8évan €xaoTov OPdV TO EauToD okeDOg KTGOBAL &V dylaopd xal T,
Vs.4  That every one of you should know [PerfInf] how to possess [PMInf] his vessel in
sanctification and honour;
1. "That every one of you should know how to possess his vessel"
a. "Should know how" implies to learn how, or learn the habit of purity.
. “How to possess” was sometimes used in the sense of acquiring the mastery over.
c. "To possess his vessel” is literally, "to possess the of himself vessel," that is, the
vessel belonging to him. His body. Cf. I Cor. 9:27
1). The NIV: "that each of you should learn to control his own body."
© 2). The NRSV: "that each of you know how to control your own body."
d. There are some versions that take this to mean one's wife.
1). If this is the case, then it is the idea of I Cor. 7:1-5.
2). In other words one is to acquire his own wife in sanctification and honor, elevate
her, and be with no other woman.
3). Paul demands sexual purity here. When the husband comes to the marriage
bed, he should come as a chaste man to a chaste wife.
2. "In sanctification and honour;"
a. Inharmony with being set apart, and in an honorable way.
b. "Sanctification" means either:
1). He is set apart and dedicated to the Lord with his body, (Cf. IT Cor. 4:7; 5:1)
2). Or, the relationship with his wife is one in which he is dedicated and set apart
only to her. (Cf. I Pet. 3:7)
c. "Honor" is saying his conduct must be honorable.
d. One who prostitutes his body to uncleanness covers it with infamy and disgrace.

4:5  pn év mdBer Embupiag kaBdmep kol T& EBVN TG p) £186Ta TOV Bedy,
Vs.5 Not in the lust of concupiscence, even as the Gentiles which know [PerfPart] not God:
1. "Not in the lust of concupiscence,"
a. This verse further defines verse four. ‘
b. "Lust of concupiscence" is lustful passion, or lust of passion, or a passion of lust.
1). Concupiscence is ardent desire, especially sexual lust, lustful.
2). The Gentiles often indulged their fleshly lusts and appetites; but Christians
must not walk in this lifestyle. Cf.IPet. 4:3
3). “Lust” is the diseased condition out of which “concupiscence” (passion) springs.
c. This puts what the Christian is to do in stark contrast to the heathen, who know not
God.
1). The heathen have gods as full of lust as some of these people are.
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2). But not God!

"Even as the Gentiles which know not God:"

a. Gentiles act like that just described. But God will judge them. Heb. 13:4

b. One of the reasons for such an upsurge of paganism (immorality) in the 1980s and
90s is that Americans want to get rid of the inhibitions against licentiousness that
God has, and that he teaches us to have.

c. The pagans know gods, but they do not know God. Cf. Psa. 79:6

7O pny UmepBaively kal TAEoVEKTELY &V TG TpdypoTt TV ddeAdov adTol, S14TL

£xdixog kUplog mepl mévTwy TolTwy, Kabwg kal mpoeimapey Oy kail StepopTupdueda.

Vs. 6

That no man go beyond [PInf] and defraud [PInf] his brother in any matter: because that

the Lord is the avenger of all such, as we also have forewarned [AAI] you and testified [AMI].

1.

"That no man go beyond and defraud his brother in any matter:"
a. "To go beyond" means to transgress the commandment.
b. "Defraud" is to wrong one's brother.
1). To take more, or to take advantage of.
2). For example, if one took advantage of a brothers wife, he would be
transgressing the command of God, as well as taking advantage of his brother.
3). "In any matter" would include whatever he may have done wrong to defraud
one's brother.
c. "Inany matter" is literally in the matter.
"Because that the Lord is the avenger of all such,"”
a. "Avenger" means the Lord will take vengeance, or punish.
b. "Avenger" in the papyri was a legal avenger. The one who takes vengeance (inflicts
punishment) on the one who has wronged another, or oneself. -
1). The revenger will exact satisfaction. He is the one who deals justice.
2). That is, the Lord will punish man for such sins.
3). Compare Gal. 6:7,8
"As we also have forewarned you and testified."
a. He had told them already, and warned them before.
b. Compare Rom. 1:18.
c. “Testified,” meaning bore witness, is an intensified form of the verb.

o0 y&p éxdAeoev pdg 6 Bedg Eml dxabapoiq AN’ &v &ylaopd.
For God hath not called [AAI] us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness.

. "For God hath not called us unto uncleanness,"

a. "For"is gar - ydp. Normally introduces a reason. This is another reason for what
has been said in verses 3-6.
"Unto uncleanness" means upon the basis of. epi - &nt.

c. "Uncleanness" or impurity. This is in marked contrast to the uncleanness of the
pagan lifestyle of that day.

"But unto holiness."

a. He has called us to live a holy life, a set apart life.

b. "Unto" here is en - &v, and means in the sphere of holiness.



30

¢. God has called Christians to lead a decent sex life in harmony with his aims and
purposes.
d. Compare Heb. 13:4, "marriage is honorable among all and the bed undefiled."
NOTE: There are some who describe vss. 3-7 as an instance of chiasmus:
a. “Your sanctification.” v.3
“That you should abstain from fornication:” v. 3
“Every one of you should know....” v. 4
“Not in the lust of concupiscence” (lustful passion). v.5
“Even as the Gentiles which know not God.” v. 5
“That no man go beyond....” (transgress) v. 6
“God has not called us to uncleanness.” v. 7
“But unto holiness” (sanctification). v.7

A L o

48  Toryapolv 6 GBeTAV o0k &vBpwmov ABeTET GAAL TOV BedV TOV [Kati] d1dévTa T
TveOpa adToD TO dytov gig VPaS.
Vs. 8 He therefore that despiseth [PAPart], despiseth [PAI] not man, but God, who hath also
given [PAPart] unto us his holy Spirit.
1. "He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God,"
a. Better, the one who rejects these commandments, or instructions.
1). The background of this idea is to annul or to set aside, to treat as worthless.
2). Many, in order to justify their lust and sin, do not hesitate to set aside God.
b. When one rejects the commandments, he is not rejecting man, but God. Compare
what God said to Samuel, when Samuel was displeased with Israel for wanting a
king. I Sam. 8:7.
c. Compare I Jn. 5:3, "this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments...."
2. "Who hath also given unto us his holy Spirit."
a. The Holy Spirit was promised to guide the apostles to all the truth.
This statement is comparable to Acts 2:38.
c¢. The teachings, the benefits and blessings of the Holy Spirit are given to us to arm
us against these sins.
d. If one continues to be led by the Holy Spirit, then he does not live a lifestyle of sin.
Cf.1John 3:9; Rom 8:13,14
e. Besides, it is the Holy Spirit that gives power to the word. We have not been given
an impotent word.

49 Tlepl 8¢ Tiig drraderplag ob xpelav ExeTe ypdoetv Ojilv, adTol yap Ouelg
BeodidaxTol EoTe €ig TO &yamdv GAAA0UG
Vs.9 But as touching brotherly love ye need [PAI] not that I write [PInf] unto you: for ye
yourselves are [PAI] taught of God to love [PInf] one another.
1. "But as touching brotherly love ye need not that I write unto you:"
a. "Touching" is peri, concerning.
b. "Brotherly love" or love of the brothers (and sisters) in Christ.
c. Only those taught of God would keep on loving one another.
2. "For ye yourselves are taught of God to love one another."
a. God has taught us to love one another.
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b. This is one of the great duties and responsibilities of Christians. Mt. 22:39

410 ol yap motelte avTo elg mGvTag Toug ddeAdolg [Toug] v §An TH MakedoviaqL.
napaxoroluev 8¢ Oubg, adeAdol, mepraoederv pdAAoy,
Vs. 10 And indeed ye do [PAI] it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia: but we
beseech [PAI] you, brethren, that ye increase [PInf] more and more;
1. "And indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all Macedonia:"
a. "Youdo it," or you practice it.... You have not only been taught it.
b. Thisis good evidence that the Thessalonians had been taught to love, because they
practiced love.
2. "But we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;"
a. "Beseech" is urge.
b. "Increase more and more" is to excel still more. Continue to grow. Cf. verse I,
where this same word is translated abound.
c. The semicolon at the end of the sentence links what is in verse 11 with this verse.

411 xai praoTipeioban fiovxdiety xai mpdooety Ta (81a kal Epydteabar Taig [16iaic]
Xepolv DPGV, kabwg YLy TopnyyeiAapey,
Vs. 11 And that ye study [PMInf] to be quiet [PInf], and to do [PInf] your own business, and
to work [PInf] with your own hands, as we commanded [AAI] you;
1. "And that ye study to be quiet,"
a. Find out, or make it your ambition, aspire, to lead a quiet life.
1). Make it you ambition, which is inherent in the word.
2). This ambition is to do good. Not as meddlesome people, or busybodies.
b. Make it your goal in life to lead a calm and quiet life.
1). A calm and quiet temper is something most desirable.
2). Strive earnestly, or restlessly to be quiet is a paradox.
2. "And to do your own business,"

a. Or mind your own business, or mind (tend to) your own affairs.

b. NASV: "Attend to your own business.” That is, to develop the habit of attending
to one's own affairs.

c.  Most of us have our hands full, minding our own business. If we do not do this we
become busy-bodies, meddlers, and generally have little peace and quiet in our own
minds.

3. "And to work with your own hands,"

a. We always seem to have some pious idlers.

b. This instrumental case means to work by means of one's own hands.

c. Christianity has never proposed to free us from work.

4. "As we commanded you;"
a. Or, as we instructed, or charged you.
b. He had commanded them to do this while he was with them.

412 {va mepimaTiTe edoxnuévwg mpodg Tods EEw kal pndevog xpeiav Exnre.
Vs. 12 That ye may walk [PASubj] honestly toward them that are without, and that ye may
have [PASubj] lack of nothing.
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1. This is how to be credible toward those that are outside the church. Two clauses here
express the purpose of the previous exhortation.
2. "That ye may walk honestly toward them that are without,"
a. "Walk honestly toward" is to behave properly toward outsiders, to walk becomingly,
decently.
1). The background of this word is honest financial transactions.
2). But it means more, especially before outsiders. Walk honestly in business,
domestic life, social life, politics.
3). If outsiders knew nothing of the salvation and spiritual blessings in Christ, they
could at least see the difference in the Christian’s life.
3. "And that ye may have lack of nothing."
a. This means not to need anything at all. Do not be dependent on others.
b. Some men by their slothfulness bring themselves into deep trouble and become a
burden themselves.

Events at the second coming of the Lord 13-18

413 00 BéAopev 8t Ouag &yvoelv, dderdol, epl T@V Kolpwpévwy, Tva pn Aumfiobe Kabwg
xai ol Aoimol ol pr) ExovTeg EAmida.
Vs. 13 But I would [PAI] not have you to be ignorant [PInf], brethren, concerning them which
are asleep [PPPart], that ye sorrow [PMSubj] not, even as others which have [PAPart] no hope.
1. "But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren,"
a. "Ignorant" or uninformed, not to know. Either they did not know, or needed to
know how to answer some who were troubling them.
b. God, who cannot lie, has promised something better for His children.
2. "Concerning them which are asleep,"
a. Or about those who fall asleep, or die. Some were concerned and feared that those
who had died would not receive the same blessings as those who were alive when the
Lord came again. They may have lost one of their own members to death.
b. "Asleep" was used often by the Greeks for death. Cf. John 11:11
c. This teaches that we still exist after death.
3. "That ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope."
a. "Sorrow not" is do not grieve. He is not saying, "do not have any type of personal
grief." It is natural to mourn the loss of good friends and family members.
b. "No hope" or no expectation, no desire.
1). There are those who die and there is no desire, nor expectation of salvation.
2). It is really sad to lose someone that has no hope of heaven. Eph. 2:12

414 €l yop moTedopev §11°Inoods dméBavev kol &véoTtn, odtwg kal 6 Bedg TOUG
kowunoévrag S1& 100’ Incod dEet abv adTR.
Vs. 14 For if we believe [PAI] that Jesus died [AAI] and rose [AAI] again, even so them also
which sleep [APPart] in Jesus will God bring [FAI] with him. '
1. "For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again,"
a. Our hope rests upon the DBR of Jesus. I Cor. 15:11f
b. This is to Christianity what the hub is to the wheel.
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2. "Even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring with him."
a. Those who die as faithful Christians.
b. "Will God bring with him."
1). Some suggest that this means God will raise up and bring back to heaven those

in Christ Jesus.
a). "With him" means that God will gather his saints through the agency of
Jesus.

b). The verb ago (bring), means to bring forth, lead, take away, or take along.
¢). God will bring the dead into the eternal state of glory.
d). Note: This is said from the standpoint of God. "God will bring with Jesus."
2). Others think this means that God will bring the Christians with him from
heaven.
a). How could it mean this when all Christians are either in the grave and will
be raised, or they are still alive on the earth?
b). If we are either in the grave, or alive when the Lord returns, we will not be
able to come from heaven with the Lord.
3). So, Jesus will lead those who are saved into glory with him.
c. Our word cemetery (a Greek word) means a sleeping chamber.

4:15  To0To ydp Opilv Aéyopev év Adyw kupiou, OTL TiHETG ol L@VTEG ol meptAetmbpevol €ig
v mapouaiav 100 kupiou 0d pr| POdowpey ToOG KotunBévTog:
Vs. 15  For this we say [PAI] unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive [PPart]
and remain [PPart] unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [AASubj] them which are
asleep [APPart].

1. "For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,"

a. "By the word of the Lord" means this is what the Lord teaches. It is even possible
that it refers to the recorded teaching of Jesus while he lived here on earth. Mt.
24:36ff; 25:311f.

b. This is possibly an additional direct revelation, or it might be something the Lord
taught while here on earth.

2. "That we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep."

a. The ones who "are alive and remain" are the ones who have not died.

1). This is an elaboration, and more specific information on what will actually
happen.

2). “We which are alive” is literally “we the living ones.” “We which are alive,”
verse 17, is a further explanation of who these living ones are.

b. "Prevent" is an old word for precede. The ones alive will have no advantage over
those who have died.

c. Those alive will not precede those who have died in being reunited with Christ.

416 871 adToc 6 kGprog v keAedopaTt, v dwvij dpxayyéAou xai év adAmyyt 80D,
kaTaBrioeTal &m odpavoDd, kal ol vekpol év XploTy AvaaTrioovTal TpdToy,

Vs. 16  For the Lord himself shall descend [FMI] from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise [FMI] first:
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1. "For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout,"
a. "Shall descend from heaven" inasmuch as he ascended into heaven. Acts 1:9-11;
John 20:17
b. "A shout" or a loud command, or order (as a military command).
c. This also teaches that there is such a place as heaven.
2. "With the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:"
a. "Archangel" in our language means chief angel.
1). The only one named in the N.T. is Michael in Jude 9.
2). There is no definite article before either trump or archangel.
3. "And the dead in Christ shall rise first:"
a. The first thing to happen is that the dead in Christ will rise.
b. Christians who have died in this life will rise first.
c. Here, only Christians are discussed. Elsewhere, the Bible teaches all will be raised.
John 5:28,29

417 ¥meirta fugic ol EOvTeg ol meptAetmdpevor dua olv adTolg dpmaynodueda v
vepédaig elc amdvrnoty 100 kupiou eig dépar kal o¥Twg TAvToTE OOV KLPiW Eodueba.
Vs. 17 Then we which are alive [PAPart] and remain [PMPart] shall be caught up [FPInd]
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be [FMI] with
the Lord.
1. "Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the
clouds,"
a. The next step is the ones alive and remain will be caught up together with them (with
~ the Christians that have died, and have just been resurrected).
1). Those of us alive on earth will be changed. I Cor. 15:51,52.
b. "Inthe clouds" in the air. There is no indication that the Lord will ever step foot on
the earth.
2. "To meet the Lord in the air:"
a. As the previous phrase indicates, this meeting will take place in the air.
b. This makes sense, since the earth will be destroyed (Il Pet. 2:10f), and saints will be
going to heaven with Jesus.
3. "And so shall we ever be with the Lord."
a. We will be with the Lord forever. Jn. 14:3
b. "So" means in this manner.
c. We will be given the crown of life, and the fulfillment of all of the other wonderful
promises God has made to the faithful.

418 “QoTe mapoxoAeiTe GARAOUG Ev TOTG Adyoig ToUTOLG.
Vs. 18 Wherefore comfort [PAImper] one another with these words.
1. "Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
a. We are to encourage each other with these words.
b. "With these words" is literally "in these words."
¢. How many people have been comforted with these words!



35
Chapter 5

In view of the coming of the Lord, we need to watch 1-11

51 Tlepl 82 1@V xpdvwy kal T@v kap®dv, ddeApoi, 00 xpelav #xeTe Opiv ypddeobat,
Vs.1  But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have [PAI] no need that I write [PMInf]

unto you.

1. "But of the times and the seasons, brethren,"

a,

b.
c.

"Times" is length of time signifying the chronological time to lapse before the second
coming. "Times" is xpdvog, an extended or indefinite period or duration of time.
"Seasons," or dates, is from katpdg, a definite span of time, as the season of harvest.
We do not know when the Lord will return, so it is useless to write about it.

2. "Ye have no need that I write unto you."

a.

C.

There is no need to write. The Thessalonians knew the teaching that only God

knows when the end of time will be.

1). Jesus said, "It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has
fixed for his own authority." Acts 1:7

2). The ones God has revealed Christians need to know. Cf. 4:9

Since no man knows that day and hour, it is useless to speculate about it.

Why would we need to know this anyhow?

52 adTol yap dxp1Bwg oidarte STt fuépa kuplov W kKAENTNG &V VUKTI oUTwe EpxeTal.
Vs.2  For yourselves know [2PerfI] perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh [PMI] as a

thief in the night.
1. "For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the

night."

a. Since we "know" (dxp1Bd¢ oidaTe, accurately know) that we cannot know when the
Lord is coming the second time, there is no need to write about it.

b.  Whenever he does comes, it will be as a thief comes (when least expected - Rev.
16:15).
1). He will come suddenly, unexpectedly. This is the element of uncertainty.
2). That 1s all they need to know.

c. "The day of the Lord" here means the second coming.

2. Mat. 24:44; Mk. 13:35,36; I Cor. 5:5; II Pet. 3:12; Jn.6:39f; Jude 6.

53 Orav Aéywarv, Elprivn kal doddAera, T6Te aidvidiog adToig EdploTarTor SAebpog

wotep 1 Wi T &v yaoTpi éxolor, kal od pr) Exdpdywatv.

Vs.3  For when they shall say [PASubj], Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh

[PMI] upon them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape [AASubj].
1. "For when they shall say, Peace and safety;"

a.
b.

Paul describes what those who do not believe, and are not prepared, are saying.
Like many today say, "all is well," or "everything is all right," or "Let us entertain
ourselves some more with our (vain) amusements."

The false prophets are crying "peace and safety," and how sad so many will have
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been deceived. Cf. Jer. 6:14; Il Pet. 2:1
2. "Then sudden destruction cometh upon them,"
a.  When people have this feeling of security, destruction will come suddenly, and there
will be no escape.
b. What a sudden and terrible thing the coming will be for the ungodly.
3. "As travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape."
"Travail" or birth pangs, or labor pains of a woman about to give birth.
b. Destruction for the heedless is as certain as labor pains on a woman who is about
to give birth.
c. As with a woman having birth pains, once the process of the end of time has started,
nothing can stop it.
d. "They shall not escape" has a double negative for emphasis.

P

54 Opeic 8¢, adeAdol, ook 2oTE &v oxdTeL, Tva ) Auépa Opag W kAEmTNg kaToAdBn,
Vs.4 Butye, brethren, are [PAI] not in darkness, that that day should overtake [2AASubj] you
as a thief.
1. "But ye, brethren, are not in darkness,"
a. "But" emphasizes a strong contrast between these believers and the unbelievers.
b. This is because they have been taught, and have the light of God's word.
c. These Thessalonians were not in a state of sin and ignorance as were the heathen.
d. "Darkness" represents the sphere of wickedness. Those who live in this realm do not
know God, nor the teaching of his second coming.
2. "That that day should overtake you as a thief."
a. We should be ready. This statement means the unbelievers will be surprised.
b. We cannot afford to let the second coming slip up on us, and we are not prepared.
c. "Thief" is from kAémTOG.

55  mdvTeg yap Oueic viol pwTdg EoTe kai viol Muépag. 0Ok Eopev VUKTOG 00de
OKOTOUG
Vs.5  Ye are [PAI] all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are [PAI] not of the
night, nor of darkness.
1. "Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day:"
a. "Children" is sons in the Greek. "Sons of light" and "sons of the day."
b. Compare II Tim. 1:10.
2. "We are not of the night, nor of darkness."
a. We are not in the darkness of heathenism and worldliness. Notice how a double
negative follows a double positive in this verse.
b. All of this has a spiritual application.
c¢. Notice how he repeats the same idea changing from "you" to "we."
d. This is simply stating positively what is stated negatively in verse 4.

56  &po obv pry kaBeddwpev oG of Aotmof, GAAG ypryopdpev kal vijdwpey.
Vs. 6  Therefore let us [PASubj] not sleep, as do others; but let us watch [PASubj] and be
sober [PASubj].

1. "Therefore let us not sleep, as do others;"
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"Therefore" is accordingly therefore, two connective and inferential particles.

"Let us not sleep.” Present tense. This is an appropriate figure to describe the
conduct and attitude of those who do not know what is going on in the world.

1). We must always be on guard. Responsible alertness is necessary.

2). We must not be so careless as to fall asleep spiritually.

"As do others" are those who have no hope, as in 4:13.

2. "But let us watch and be sober."

a.
b.

"But" indicates what is about to be said is the antithesis of "sleep."

"Let us watch" is present tense. We need to be alert and self-controlled, aware of
what is going on. Determined wakefulness - staying awake in order to watch.

Sins of intemperance and excess keep men from being sober.

"Sober" in a spiritual sense is comparable to being sober (mentally awake and
aware) physically.

1). This word comes out of a background of not being drunk.

2). We need to be in full possession of our faculties in order to exercise self-control.

57 ol yap kaBeddovTeg vukTdg kaBeddouaty, kal of peuokdpevol vukTdg pebdouaty:
Vs.7  For they that sleep [PAPart] sleep [PAI] in the night; and they that be drunken [PPPart]
are drunken [PAI] in the night.

1. "For they that sleep sleep in the night;"

a.

b.

C.

A vivid illustration: the night is a wonderful time to sleep physically, but we are
children of the day, so, spiritually we must not sleep.

1). Particularly in that day and time the night was the time to sleep.

2). Those in darkness sleep. That is, they are insensitive to spiritual values.
All of us detest lazy, gluttonous type of persons who sleep away the day.

We must make sure we do not do that spiritually.

2. "And they that be drunken are drunken in the night."

a.
b.

A characteristic that persists till this day.

Alcohol takes away our sobriety and alertness, so that we do not know what is

taking place. It simply adds to the spiritual insensitivity.

1). "Be drunken" is from pubUokw, to get drunk.

2). "Drunken in the night" is from peBdw, to be drunk. (There is not any real
difference in the two words, except the one noted.

However, it is just as bad to be drunk with pride, passion, self-conceit, gratifications

of the flesh, etc.

58 nueig 8 uépag Bvteg vijdwuev, Evuadpevot Bdpaka m{oTewg kai &ydmmg xai
mepkedoraioy EAT{da owtnpiac

Vs. 8

But let us, who are [PAPart] of the day, be sober [PASubj], putting on [AMPart] the

breastplate of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.
1. "But let us, who are of the day, be sober,"

a.
b.
C.

Christians belong to the day. Same idea as verse 6.
We must by good sense live by faith, love and hope.
"Be sober" emphasizes the calm life of self-control.

2. "Putting on the breastplate of faith and love;"
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a. The proper attire (or equipment) is faith, hope and love.
1). Therein lies our protection. We must be able to defend ourselves.
2). "Breastplate” was an article of protection. (Cf. our bullet-proof vests).

3. "And for an helmet, the hope of salvation."

a. "Helmet." These are the same as in Ephesians 6, where there is a fuller description
of the Christian's armor.

b. Hope protects our sobriety just as surely as a helmet protects one in war.

c. Hope is the desire, with the expectation to receive that which is desired.

59 871 o0k EBeTo Mpag 6 Bedg £l SpynV GAAG elg mepimoinowy owTnpiag St Tod
kupiou NudV’Inood XpioTol,
Vs.9  For God hath not appointed [AMI] us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ,
1. "For God hath not appointed us to wrath,"
a. "Appointed" is destined.
1). God did not destine us to wrath. This is the reason for our hope.
2). The destiny that God has provided for the faithful is salvation.
2. "But to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,
a. "But" means rather, that is, rather to the obtaining of salvation.
1). Cf. the active use of this word also in II Thess. 2:14.
2). We are to actively keep awake to fulfill God's purpose in calling us.
3). We need to choose salvation, because otherwise we are destined to be lost.
4). God chooses us in Christ. Eph. 1:4,5
b. This is our final hope.

510 ToD &moBavévTog Gmip HUGY Tva elTe ypnyopdpey e1Te kaBevdwpev dua OV abTd
Cnowpev.
Vs. 10 Who died [2APart] for us, that, whether we wake [PASubj] or sleep [PASubj], we
should live [AASubj] together with him.
1. "Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep,"
a. Christ died for us to make it possible for us to live with him.
1). This is the reason he died for us.
2). This purpose is, whether we are dead when the Lord comes, or still alive, we are
to live with him.
b. "Whether we wake or sleep" means whether we are alive or dead.
2. "We should live together with him."
a. If we die in Christ we will live together with him.
b. If we are alive in Christ when the Lord returns we will live together with him.
c. This is an endless fellowship that the righteous will have.

511 Ao mapaxoAeiTe dAAAoUg kol 0iKOBOPETTE €1 G TOV Eva, KaOWg Kal TIOLETTE.
Vs. 11 Wherefore comfort [PMImper] yourselves together, and edify [PMImper] one another,
even as also ye do [PAI].
1. "Wherefore comfort yourselves together,"
a. Encourage one another.
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b. "Together" we can really help each other out, especially in tough times.
c. Yes, we are our brother's keeper.
2. "And edify one another, even as also ye do."
a. Build up one another. Literally, build up one the one. cf. 4:18
b. Mutual comfort and edification sustains God's people.
c. The work of edification is a great work ordained for Christians.

Practical Duties of Christians 12-22

512 "Epwt@pev & Opag, ddeddol, eidévar Todg xomadvTog v GUilv kal TPoioTopévoug
OpGV €v xuply kai vouBeTodvTag Ouag,
Vs. 12 And we beseech [PAI] you, brethren, to know [PerfInf] them which labour [PAPart]
among you, and are over [PMPart] you in the Lord, and admonish [PAP] you;

1. "And we beseech you, brethren,"

a. "Beseech" is request, ask, beg, urge.

b. "Brethren," indicates Paul's constant awareness of the importance of an affectionate
relationship with the Thessalonians.

2. "To know them which labour among you,"

a. "To know," is to recognize and acknowledge; respect, appreciate, and value.

b. "Labour" is to toil, even if one is weary.

¢. These are our leaders in the Lord, or in the church.

3. "And are over you in the Lord,"

a. These are the elders, or pastors of the church.

b. "Over you" does mean to give "rule," "direct," etc., but the lexicons also define this
word as "to be a protector, or guardian; to give aid." - Thayer. Arndt and Gingrich
defines this word as "to be concerned about, care for, to give aid."

c. Compare I Tim. 5:17.

4. "And admonish you;"
a. This is an old verb that meant putting sense into one's head.
1). Often, a thankless, but necessary task.
2). Therefore, we are to respect those who instruct and encourage us in the
commandments of the Lord.
b. This can be done both publicly or privately.

513 «xal fiyeloBar adTovg mepexmeploool év dydmn S1a 10 Epyov adTdV. elprnveldeTe €V
EQUTOTG.
Vs. 13 And to esteem [PMInf] them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace
[PMImper] among yourselves.
1. "And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake."
a. "Esteem." That is, hold them in the highest regard.
b. There must be proper regard and support of the leadership.
c. "For their work's sake," or because of their work. This is that, out of which our
esteem should and must arise.
2. "And be at peace among yourselves."
a. Christians are to live in peace with each other.
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b. Dissensions will be a hindrance to any work, or any relationship.
c. This implies a cordial cooperation among Christians, and particularly between
followers and leaders.

514  mapakoAoOpev 8¢ Opac, ddeAdol, voubeTeiTe Tobg &TdKTOUG, TTAPaARUOETTOE TOUG
SdAryoPixoug, dvTéxeoBe TGV GoBeVHV, HOKPOBUPETTE TIPOG TIAVTOG.
Vs. 14 Now we exhort [PAI] you, brethren, warn [PImper] them that are unruly, comfort
[PMImper] the feebleminded, support [PMImper] the weak, be patient [PImper] toward all
men.
1. "Now we exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly,"
a. "Exhort" or urge you, encourage one another.
. "Warn" is to admonish.
c. "Unruly." Everywhere there are those who walk disorderly.
1). One who breaks rank must be warned in order to keep military order.
2). This word can mean idle, and that is the reason why some versions have "warn
those who are idle." NIV
3). So, warn those who are out of line, the disorderly (or warn the loafers).
2. "Comfort the feebleminded,"
a. Encourage the timid, or the faint-hearted.
b. Also may be included here are the dejected and the sorrowful, timid, feebleminded.
1). Conditions sometimes cause these to lose heart and quit.
2). Even those who are strong in the faith can be discouraged.
3. "Support the weak,"
a. Help them (middle voice). Some are not able to perform their duties by themselves.
1). These are the spiritually frail.
2). The weak are those who are tempted to sin more easily.
b. The load gets mighty heavy sometimes.
4. "Be patient toward all men."
a. We must be longsuffering toward all. Literally, long tempered.
b. These sometimes try our patience, especially that of the leaders. But, do not give

up easily.

515  Opéte pur Tig Kakdy &vTi koKoDd Tivi &modd, GAAG TdvToTe TO &yaBdv SiuikeTe [kal]
glc dAARAoug xal €lg mavTag.
Vs. 15 See [PAImper] that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow [PAlmper]
that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men.
1. "See that none render evil for evil unto any man;"
a. Do not repay evil for evil.
1). Jesus taught not to retaliate. Mt. 5:38-42
2). Cf. Paul, Rom. 12:17.
b. If others do us wrong, we will not be justified by responding in kind.
2. "But ever follow that which is good,"
a. Good is everything God has commanded.
b. We must study. We simply cannot do what we do not know - regardless of how

good it is.
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¢.  We need to do good regardless of what others are doing. Cf. Mt. 7:12
3. "Both among yourselves, and to all men."
a. These are the things which represent proper treatment of each other.
b.  We need to respond correctly, whether to other Christians, or the people in the
world.

516  IldvtoTe xaipeTe
Vs. 16 Rejoice [PAImper] evermore.
1. "Rejoice evermore."
a. Rejoice always, or always be joyful. Keep on rejoicing.
b. This we understand of spiritual joy, and not creature-comforts, etc. Cf. Luke 12:16
c¢. Even with so many things in this life to make us sad, there are, at the same time, so
many positive aspects to Christianity about which to rejoice.

517 &drodeinTwg mpooelyeoBe,
Vs. 17 Pray [PMImper] without ceasing.
1. "Pray without ceasing."
a. Pray continually, or always have a prayer in your heart. Lk. 18:1
b.  One way to rejoice evermore (previous verse) is to pray.
¢. All things would be better if we prayed more.

518  &v mavTl ebxaploTelTe TOOTO yap B€Anpa Be00 &v Xp1oTd  Inood eic Guac.
Vs. 18  In every thing give thanks [PAImper]: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus
concerning you.
1. "In every thing give thanks:"
a. Always give thanks, in all circumstances.
b. This is probably the most neglected area by Christians as well as others.
2. "For this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you."
a. Itis God's wishes for us to be thankful.
b. This ought to be the nature of Christians, especially those who recognize what it
means to have been saved from our sins.

519 710 mvelpa un oBévvuTe,
Vs. 19 Quench [PAImper] not the Spirit.
1. "Quench not the Spirit."
a. "Quench not" means to stop doing it, or not to have the habit of doing it.
1). Do not put out the Spirit's fire.
2). Some were trying to put out the fire of the Holy Spirit as he then worked
miraculously, just as they do today with his word.
b. We must always be guided by the Holy Spirit through his instructions.
1). When we turn away from Bible teaching, it is like throwing water on a fire.
2). To say that the Holy Spirit does not work miraculously today, is not to say he
does not work.

520  mpodnTeiag pry EEovbeveiTe:
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Vs. 20 Despise [PAImper] not prophesyings.
1. "Despise not prophesyings."

a. Do not treat with contempt prophetic utterances.
1). "Prophesying" is forth-telling.
2). We are not to despise what the inspired teachers have set forth.

b. In the first century this was the spiritual message of the prophets backed up by
miraculous power. Now, it is the message of those prophets as we have it in the
New Testament.

c. "Despise" means making a thing of no account, utterly disregarding.

d. We can violate this rule today by neglecting or opposing the preaching of the word.

521  wévTa & SOKIUGLETE, TO KAAOV KOTEXETE,
Vs.21 Prove [PAImper] all things; hold fast [PAImper] that which is good.
1. "Prove all things;"
a. "Prove" is examine, test everything. A word in the N.T. times that was used of
testing money to find out whether it was genuine.
b. Teaching is to be tested, and when it is true, it is to be followed.
1). Itis always necessary to test.
2). This is the same word as found in I Jn. 4:1. dokimatzete - SoxludCeTE.
c. "All things" would be all things that are taught.
2. "Hold fast that which is good."
a. "Hold" is a present imperative that means to hold or keep in memory, possess,
retain, seize on, take.
b. "Good" is excellent, precious, useful, suitable.
c. Whatever is right and true is good.

522 &md mavTog £¥doug Tovnpol anéxeabe.
Vs. 22 Abstain [PMImper] from all appearance of evil.
1. "Abstain from all appearance of evil."
a. Better, abstain from every form of evil (as in the ASV), or avoid every kind of evil.
Compare "and such like" in Gal. 5:21.
b. "Abstain" is to hold one's self away from and was used of the steadfast refusal of
Gentile Christians to be involved in idolatry, fornication, things strangled and
blood. Acts 15:20, 29
c. Peter used this word to show the need of resisting fleshly lusts. 1 Pet. 2:11
d. "Evil" is probably best understood as a noun.

Paul prays for the sanctification of the Thessalonians 23-24

523 AGTOC 8t 6 0ed¢ ThG eiprivng dytdoan Ouds GAOTEAELS, kai OASKkANPOV OpdV TO
mvedpa kal 1§ Puxn kal TO odpa dpépmtwg év T mopouaia 100 kupiov fudv’ Incod
Xp1o1o0 TnenBein.

Vs.23 And the very God of peace sanctify [AAOpt] you wholly; and I pray God your whole
spirit and soul and body be preserved [APOpt] blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus



Christ.
1. "And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly;"
a. Godis a God of peace and the author of peace.
1). He is so characterized because of his nature.
2). God is the source of all true peace.
b. "Sanctify you wholly" is to set you apart completely - through and through.
1). This is aorist active optative, a strong wish for these in the future.
2). His wish is that they separate from things which are profane, and so to be holy,
consecrated.
c. Compare John 17:17.
2. "And I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ."
a. Paul's prayer shows we are a triune being - spirit, soul, and body.
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b. "Be preserved" (the entire man) shows that Paul views man as an "undivided whole."

1). This is more specific and indicates the whole nature is to be preserved.
2). This prayer is for the sanctification and preservation of these.

c¢. "Without blame" means there is to be no deficiency in any part. Nothing
blameworthy can be attached to them.

d. "Unto the coming" is the second coming, which was always a sustaining hope.

524 moTdg 6 kaAGV LPAG, O¢ kal TotioEt.
Vs. 24 Faithful is he that calleth [PPart] you, who also will do [FAI] it.
1. "Faithful is he that calleth you,"
a. There is a need to always remember the faithfulness of God.
b. There is no instance where God does not keep his word.
c. God calls us (II Thess. 2:14), and he will carry through (Phil. 1:6).
2. "Who also will do it."
a. He will bring it to pass; he will do what he says he will do.
b. God will always do what he has promised.

Paul's farewell request and hope 25-28

525 7 Aderdol, mpooelyeabe [kai] mepl HUGV.
Vs. 25 Brethren, pray [PMI] for us.
1. "Brethren, pray for us."
a. We should pray for one another.
b. Look what praying for one another did in relation to Paul and the Thessalonians.
c. The present verb means to continue to pray for us.
d. We always need the prayers of others.

526 ’AomndoaoBe Toug d8eAdols mavTag Ev dprafuaTt dylw.
Vs. 26 Greet [AMImper] all the brethren with an holy kiss.
1. "Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss."”
a. The customary and usual form of greeting in that day. It was a token of friendship
and brotherly love.
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b. Why would we not want to greet our holy brethren.

527 Evopkifw Opag 1oV x¥plov dvayvwabiival Tiiv émaToAny ndaty Tolg deAdalg.
Vs.27 Icharge [PAI] you by the Lord that this epistle be read [APInf] unto all the holy
brethren.
1. "I charge you by the Lord"
a. Even though it is in the indicative mood, it has the force of a solemn command.
b. Iadjure you, or put you under oath.
2. "That this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren."
a. All Christians need what Paul has written in this letter.
b. This implies all the brethren can benefit and learn from reading.

528 “H xdpig 100 xupiov Hu@v’Inocod Xptotod ped’ Opudv.
Vs. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.
1. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen."
a. This is the final wish of Paul for the Thessalonians.
b. Compare the close of II Thess. 3:18.
c. There is an even fuller benediction in II Cor. 13:14.

Key to Abbreviations in the Verses

1. Tense. The first letter in the brackets is the tense of the verb.

a. “P” means present tense. Present time, continuing action.

b. “F” means future tense. That which will happen in the future.

c. “A” means aorist tense. Simple past tense, or point action in the indicative mood.

d. “Imperf” means the imperfect tense. Continuous action over a period of time in the past,
without reference to when it began or ceased.

. “Perf” means perfect tense. A present state resultant upon past action.

f. “Pluperf” means the Pluperfect tense. The same as the perfect tense, except that the

results of the action are in existence at some point in past time.

2. Voice. The second letter (not always given) is the voice.
a. “A” means active. The active voice represents the subject as acting.
b. “M” means middle. The middle voice represents the subject acting in a way that
concerns itself.
c. “P” means Passive. It represents the subject as being acted upon.

3. Mood. The last letter in the bracket is the mood.
a. “I” means indicative. The indicative mood makes a statement, or an assertion, etc.
b. “Subj” means the subjunctive. This contemplates something that might be, or is wished
for.
c. “O,” or “Opt” is Optative. This expresses a strong wish.
d. “Imper” means imperative, or a command.
e. The last letter may also be “Inf,” an infinitive, or “Part,” meaning a participle.
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FIRST THESSALONIANS IN SERMON FORM

THE TRUTH IS WHAT TURNS MEN TO GOD
Acts 17:1-4; 1 Thess. 1:1-10

Introduction

1. Paul preached a life changing message, and planted the church at Thessalonica. 17:1-4
2. Now, some years later, he summarizes the spiritual status of these members, 1:9,10:
a. They turned from idols to God.
b. They began serving the true God.
¢. They began to wait for the return of Jesus from heaven.
1). This is Jesus whom God raised from the dead.
2). This Jesus is the one who delivered us from the wrath to come.
3. This kind of service was not some cheap mumbled creed, or repetitious ceremony, but
the experience of life changing power in forgiveness and spiritual relationship with God.

THREE FACTS WHICH WERE PRESENT IN PAUL'S LIFE-CHANGING MESSAGE
TO THE THESSALONIANS:
A. The truths of the Old Testament were declared.
1. His first sermon was in a synagogue. Acts 17:1-4.
2. His message:
a. He reasoned from the scriptures. 17:2
1). "Reasoned" means to converse, discuss, argue.
2). This word meant to speak entirely through a subject, giving full explanation
and examination to the subject.
3). This was a common practice of Paul. Acts 18:4,19; 19:8,9; 20:7
4). This reasoning had its origin in the scriptures.
5). This is as far removed from the light, anemic, and useless "so-called" preaching
today in many pulpits, as heaven is from the earth.
b. He opened the meaning. 17:3
1). "Opened" means he explained it thoroughly.
2). The word also indicates a distinguishing (to recognize and discriminate the truth
from error).
3). Compare Jesus: Luke 24:45 "Then opened he their understanding, that they
might understand the scriptures,"
4). Paul wrote about the vail of confusion by some. II Cor. 3:14-16
2CO 3:14-16 "But their minds were blinded: for until this day remaineth the
same vail untaken away in the reading of the old testament; which vail is done
away in Christ. But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon
their heart. Nevertheless when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken
away." '
c. He proved the conclusion. 17:3
1). He "alleged" or proved that Christ had arisen and that he is the Christ.
2). This word means to place one thing along side another (when he placed the
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preaching along side the facts (the O.T., the D.B.R.), he proved the preaching.

3). Today if our preaching is not placed along side the scriptures, we are not doing
what Paul did.

He evidenced Jesus as the Christ. 17:3,4

1). The evidence presented clearly established his case.

2). The scriptures were clearly made known, and a decision had to be made by the
hearers.

3). The true test in whether this is obeyed is the honesty of the heart.

B. The truths of the N.T. were declared.
1. He preached the gospel. I Thess. 1:5;2:2,4,8,9

a.
b.

This is the plan of salvation presented as the fulfillment of the O.T. truth.
This was a gospel which originated with God.

2. He declared the word. 1:6,8;2:13; 4:15
3. He gave the commandments. 4:2

a.
b.

"Commandments" or charges as in a "chain of command."

This is a word used for the passing of orders from a superior to a subordinate. Cf.
the use of the word in I Tim. 1:5; 1:18.

1TI 1:5 "Now the end of the commandment is charity out of a pure heart, and of
a good conscience, and of faith unfeigned:"

1TI 1:18 "This charge I commit unto thee, son Timothy, according to the
prophecies which went before on thee, that thou by them mightest war a good
warfare;"

4. He wrote this epistle. 1:1; 5:27

a.
b.

This somewhat adds a permancy to instructions.
The epistle (letter) was to be read to all the brethren.

C. The message was received.
1. They received the word. 1:6;2:13

a.
b.

They were not physically coerced in any way.

They received it because of the moral and spiritual power of God exerted on them
through this word.

Other places where this word is used. Luke 8:13; James 1:21.

LUK 8:13 "They on the rock are they, which, when they hear, receive the word with
joy; and these have no root, which for a while believe, and in time of temptation fall
away."

JAM 1:21 "Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and
receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls."

2. They were persuaded. Acts 17:4

a.

b.

"Persuaded" means to bind, or to allow oneself to be bound by, the cords of the

truth presented by Paul.

Compare the use of this word in Luke 16:31 where Abraham expressed the view that
they would not be persuaded even if one arose from the dead.

LUK 16:31 "And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,

neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”
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1). The force of the evidence would not be allowed to penetrate their stubborn
hearts.

2). What a contrast to the Thessalonians who accepted the truths presented by Paul!

Conclusion:
Review the key points.
2. Why will this same procedure not work today? It will if we use it.

1.

WHAT ACCEPTING THE GOSPEL DID FOR THE THESSALONIANS

I Thess. 1:1-10

THEIR ACCEPTANCE OF THE GOSPEL:

1. Made them the church in Thessalonica. 1:1
The word "church" means "the called out."
The gospel had called them. II Thess. 2:14
They heard the call and obeyed.

These are the free men and women in Christ that transact the business of God in the
world.

The church is important because:

a.

oo

1).
2).
3).
4.
5).

Jesus is the spiritual head. Eph. 1:22,23; Col. 1:18

Jesus purchased the church. Acts 20:28; Eph. 5:25-27

In this relationship Christians enjoy reconciliation and forgiveness. Eph. 1:7; 2:16
The church stands as a reflection of man's commitment to Christ in this world.

We take the gospel to the whole world. Eph. 3:10

2. Enabled them to receive the positive prayers of Paul (and other good people). 1:2

a. Paul prayed for these converts, as was his habit.

b. Prayer is a very powerful tool that Christians need to use.

¢. Anawareness of someone praying for you is strengthening and unifying.
3. Caused them to be active in faith, hope, and love. 1:3

a. We understand that their faith, love, and hope were producing the activities designated -
work was being produced by the faith, labor by the love, and patience by the hope.

1.

For example, Abraham's faith was working with his actions. James 2:22

This great triad of Christian graces is spoken of often in the N.T.

1).
2).

3).
4.

5).

6).

Here in I Thess 1:3

Gal. 5:5,6 "For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness by faith.
For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision;
but faith which worketh by love.

ICor. 13:13 "And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the greatest of
these is charity.

Eph. 4:2-5 "forbearing one another in love;one hope of your calling; one faith,

Col. 1:4,5 "Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye
have to all the saints, For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof
ye heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel;"

Heb. 10:22-24 "Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
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our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure
water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is
faithful that promised;) And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and
to good works:"

7). 1Pet. 1:21,22 "Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead,
and gave him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God. ~ Seeing ye have
purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:"

8). I1Thess. 5:8 "But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate

of faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation.
4. Caused them to know their election of God. 1:4
a. "Election" is composed of two words which mean "to say," or "speak out," therefore to
express one's choice.
b. What one speaks forth indicates his will, his choice, his preference.
c. God has selected, chosen, picked out what his will is.
1). God therefore chooses, or selects, on the basis of this spoken word, his people.
2). This choosing is always in harmony with his spoken word. Cf. Acts 10:34,35.
d. This election is:

1). By the grace of God. Rom. 11:5
ROM 11:5 "Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according
to the election of grace.”

2). Embraced by faith. Rom. 11:20; Tit. 1:1
TIT 1:1 "Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ, according to the

faith of God's elect, and the acknowledging of the truth which is after godliness;"

3). By the obedience to God's commands. IPet. 1:2
1PE 1:2 "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus
Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied."

4). By continuing doing the goodness of God. Rom. 11:22
ROM 11:22 "Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which
fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his goodness: otherwise
thou also shalt be cut off."

5). By manifesting the qualities and virtues of a faithful Christian life. Col. 3:12-17

5. Caused them to be followers of Paul and the Lord. 1:5,6
a. Paul taught, "Be ye followers of me, even as I also am of Christ." ICor. 11:1
b. "Followers" is from a word that has been transliterated into our language as mimic. It
means imitators.
c. The gospel has drawing power. Rom. 1:16; John 12:32
JOH 12:32 "And L if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me."
6. Caused them to be examples. 1:7
a. "Example" here indicates a pattern formed by a blow or impression - therefore, an
example to be imitated.
b. Phil. 3:17; I Tim. 4:12; I Pet. 5:3
PHI 3:17 "Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye

have us for an ensample."
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1TI4:12 "Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an example of the believers, in
word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity."
IPE 5:3 "Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock."
7. Caused the spread of the gospel. 1:8
a. This is the primary work of the church. Mat. 28:18-20
b. If we fail in this, something is wrong with our foundation.
8. Caused them to turn to God from idols. 1:9
a. These people were pagans, and practiced idolatry.
b. They had been won over to the power of Christianity.
c. Cf. Acts 9:34,35.
ACT 9:34 "And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise,
and make thy bed. And he arose immediately. And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron
saw him, and turned to the Lord."
9. Caused them to serve the true and living God. 1:9; John 4:24; I Tim. 2:5; Acts 17:22f
10. Caused them to wait for the Lord's return. 1:10 Cf. John 14:1-6; Acts 1:9-11

THE MISSION WORK OF THE CHURCH
First Thessalonians

Introduction
1. A book may be studied from a number of standpoints.
2. Our present study will emphasize the mission work of the church as found in the book
of First Thessalonians.

SOME OF THE PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN MISSION WORK:
1. The motive or reason behind such work. I Thess. 2:4

1TH 2:4 "But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we

speak; not as pleasing men, but God, which trieth our hearts."

a. It was a sense of responsibility, as well as privilege that motivated Paul.

b. He had a deep and abiding resolve to spread the gospel. Cf. Thessalonica, Acts 17:4
ACT 17:4 "And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of
the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few."

2. The gospel is for all men. Acts 17:1,4; Matt 28:19-20; I Thess. 5:10; cf. Heb. 2:9; II Cor.

5:15.

ACT 17:1 "Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came

to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews:"

ACT 17:4 (see above).

Mat. 28:19-20
1TH 5:10 "Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together
with him."

HEB 2:9 "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should
taste death for every man."

2C0 5:15 "And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live
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unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again."
a. God's love was for all. Jn. 3:16
b. Still, today, there is no limit to God's love.
. The gospel saves and transforms people. 1:9,10; 2:16; 4:7; 5:9
1TH 1:9-10 "For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto
you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; And to
wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which
delivered us from the wrath to come."”
1TH 2:16 "Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up
their sins alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost."
1TH 4:7 "For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto holiness."
1TH 5:9 "For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord
Jesus Christ,"
a. Who would not want to be saved?
b. The gospel is God's power to save. Rom. 1:16
c. Spiritual change is produced by the gospel. 2:9, 13
1TH 2:9 "For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night
and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto
you the gospel of God."
1TH 2:13 "For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye
received the word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which effectually worketh also in you
that believe."
. The preaching of the gospel produces the church. 2:12,14
1TH 2:12 "That ye would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom
and glory."
1TH2:14 "For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in Judaea
are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen, even
as they have of the Jews:"
a. When we establish a church, we preach the gospel.
b. Whatever the language, political and regional loyalty, culture, the gospel cuts across
and saves. '
c. The gospel centers life in the Christian triad of faith, hope and love. I Thess 1:3;
5:8
1TH 1:3 "Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love,
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father;"
1TH 5:8 "But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love; and for an helmet, the hope of salvation."
1). Faith is a central theme in First Thessalonians. 3 :2,5,6,10
1TH 3:2 "And sent Timotheus, our brother, and minister of God, and our
fellowlabourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you
concerning your faith:"
1TH 3:5-6 "For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your
faith, lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in
vain. But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought us good
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tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us
always, desiring greatly to see us, as we also to see you:"
ITH 3:10 "Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face,
and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?"
2). They showed their love by serving God and man. 4:8-10
1TH 4:8-10 "He therefore that despiseth, despiseth not man, but God, who
hath also given unto us his holy Spirit. ~ But as touching brotherly love ye need
not that I write unto you: for ye yourselves are taught of God to love one
another. And-indeed ye do it toward all the brethren which are in all
Macedonia: but we beseech you, brethren, that ye increase more and more;"
3). Their hope was in the coming of the Lord. 3:13;4:17; 5:1-9
1TH 3:13 "To the end he may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness
before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all
his saints."
1TH 4:17 "Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord."
5:1-9.
5. The gospel is often hindered by the work of Satan and his followers. 2:14-16, 18.
1TH 2:14-16 "For ye, brethren, became followers of the churches of God which in
Judaea are in Christ Jesus: for ye also have suffered like things of your own countrymen,
even as they have of the Jews: Who both killed the Lord Jesus, and their own
prophets, and have persecuted us; and they please not God, and are contrary to all men:
Forbidding us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved, to fill up their sins
alway: for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermost."
1TH 2:18 "Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but
Satan hindered us."
a. The gospel teaches us how to resist temptation. 3:5; 4:3
1TH 3:5 "For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith,
lest by some means the tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain."
1TH 4:3 "For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication:"

PREACHING THE GOSPEL OF GOD
I Thessalonians 2:1-12 (2,8,9)

Introduction

1. Much is said in the New Testament about the preaching and teaching of the gospel.
a. Go and preach it to all the world. Mk. 16:15
b. The men who preach it must be qualified. II Tim. 2:2
c. They must be willing. Jn 7:17; Rom. 1:14-16
d. Every Christian must feel this responsibility. Heb. 5:12; Mt. 28:19,20

2. The gospel is so important because it is God's power to save. Rom. 1:16

3. Our motive and design, as well as our presentation of the gospel should be correct.
a. What is our motive in preaching the gospel?
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b. We need to be consciously aware of it.
c. By looking at Paul's (and that of Silas and Timothy) motive and design in
preaching, perhaps we can determine what ours ought to be.

A. How should we present the message?
1. With boldness (with great courage). v.2
a. Even after suffering.
1). "But" is a strong adversative.
2). Paul and Silas had been beaten and thrown in jail. Acts 16:23
b. Even after they had been shamefully mistreated.
1). Not only bodily suffering, but personal indignity and insult.
2). Acts 16:16-40 presents the background.
c. Even with, and in spite of, strong opposition.
1). NASB says, "amid much opposition."
2). "Contention" (opposition) is from the background of an athletic contest where
the struggle of competition preceded every prize.
3). Is it not a shame how much abuse was heaped upon these early preachers?
4). Compare some of our own preachers of days gone by.
5). Compare some of our current preachers.
2. With encouragement, but without deceit, uncleanness, or guile. v.3
a. "Exhortation" is encouragement, admonition, comfort.
b. "Not of deceit" means void of error or delusion.
c. "Not of uncleanness" means that which is not of impurity, or from impure motives.
1). Compare some of the popular religions of the Paul's time.
2). Compare some of the religions of modern day times.
d. "Not of guile" means trickery. Literally, the word means to catch with bait.
3. We need to speak as someone God can trust. v.4a
a. "Allowed" or approved of God to be trusted with the gospel.
1). These men need to be faithful men.
2). Men whose faith and devotion has been tested and they have passed the test.
3). These men were stewards of the gospel, and stewards must be faithful. I Cor.
4:2
b. Nowhere are we able to get around the fact that the message is to be taught. Mat.
28:19,20; 1 Cor. 2:13
4. We must not be men who are merely men-pleasers. vss 4b-6
a. Itis so easy to yield to the temptation to please men.
1). It is so easy to allow this to happen.
2). To bow to pressure — especially young people (preachers).
b. We must recognize that God examines, tests, our hearts for true motives.
1). He can do this because he is omniscient.
c. Paul did not use flattering words.
1). Flattery is using insincere, excessive praise, or attention.
2). Paul had no intention of gaining men's affection merely for himself.
3). There is no evidence Paul manipulated the gospel so as to please anyone. Gal.

1:10
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Paul did not have a cloak (covering) of covetousness (a pretext for greed).

5. With gentleness as a "mother-nurse." v.7

a.

b.
C.
d.

Paul showed great mildness and tenderness, when he could have acted with
authority.

Paul became all things to all men. I Cor. 9:22

He could have been burdensome.

This gentleness is expressed in several ways:

1). They were willing to give their very lives. v. 8

2). They would not take anything from the Thessalonians. v. 9

3). Their conduct showed their gentleness. v. 10

6. Recognize that it is our duty to exhort, comfort, charge, as a father does his children.
v. 11

a.

These three participles show three phases of the preacher's work.

1). Exhorting (advising and warning earnestly, encouraging).

2). Comforting (consoling, and also encouraging).

3). Charging (imploring, urging, insisting).

This was done as a father does this to his children.

1). This is a change from the figure of a mother-nurse in vs. 7, to that of a father.

2). One can often get more done with a father's love, than with a father's authority.

3). It is a mother who nurses and nurtures a child, but in this verse it is the father
who trains the child.

7. As one who walks worthy of God. v. 12

a.
b.
C.

d.

"That" means to the end that.

That is, walk in a manner, or live, or conduct yourself in a manner worthy of God.
We need to understand that man is not worthy, in and of himself, of the glory of
heaven.

A man is counted worthy (on the part of God, or from the viewpoint of God),
because of the forgiveness of sins, and because he is continuing to be forgiven on
account of his faithfulness.

It would be proper to pray that we are thankful to be accounted worthy by the
Lord, but not proper to say that we are worthy on our own merit.

B. We need more men today like the apostle Paul.

He was willing to present the gospel to the people of his day. 2:2; Acts 9:15
He encouraged the people. 11

Paul felt it was a great privilege to preach the gospel.

His heart told him it was his great duty to preach the gospel. Cf. I Cor. 9:16
It 1s our responsibility to support and uphold those who preach the gospel.
What is our motive and design in preaching the gospel?

1.

AN e
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OVERCOMING PERSECUTION AND TRIALS
1 Thess. 2:14 - 3:8

Introduction
: 1. The church has always been faced with problems:
a. Being faithful to God.
Falling away.
False teachers.
Being persecuted by non-believers.
Actual trials inflicted upon the church.
Temptation to do wrong.
g. Pressure to go along with the crowd. Etc., etc.
2. In the verses of our text we learn how the Thessalonians were taught to meet and
overcome these problems.

N

A. Three problems confronting the Thessalonians:
1. Suffering from oppressive people. 2:14-16
a. The churches suffered from their own countrymen. 14
b. These men had done three things: 15
1). They had killed Jesus.
2). They had killed the prophets.
3). They had persecuted those who preached the truth.
a). Forbidding preaching which would have saved the Gentiles.
b). They filled up their lives with sin to the limit.
2. Pressure was brought to bear upon the Thessalonians. 3:3,4
a. The noun "afflictions," and the verb "to suffer tribulation" (affliction), refers to the
pressure that came upon them from without.
1). This word came out of a background of pressing, as pressing hard upon grapes
to squeeze out the juice.
b. Other uses of this word in the N.T.:
1). Paul often mentioned the grinding pressures in his work of preaching. II Cor.
1:6; 4:8; 7:5.
2CO 1:6 "And whether we be afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation."
2CO 4:8 "We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed,
but not in despair;"
2CO 7:5 "For, when we were come into Macedonia, our flesh had no rest, but
we were troubled on every side; without were fightings, within were fears."
2). Acts 7:11 describes the pressures of affliction on Israel due to a famine.
ACT 7:11 "Now there came a dearth over all the land of Egypt and Chanaan,
and great affliction: and our fathers found no sustenance."
3). Jerusalem would experience this pressure in A.D. 70. Mt. 24:21
MAT 24:21 "For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the
beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be."
4). The Apostle John experienced this pressure on the isle of Patmos. Rev. 1:9
REV 1:9 "I John, who also am your brother, and companion in tribulation,
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and in the kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ, was in the isle that is called
Patmos, for the word of God, and for the testimony of Jesus Christ."

5). Ancient England practiced putting weights on the chests of criminals who
refused to confess their crimes.

6). The danger to the Thessalonians from all these pressures was that they might
be moved from the faith. 3:3

3. The temptation to give up. 3:5

a.

b.
c.
d.

Paul knew how easy it was to be tempted.

1). Those new people in the church who did not as yet have a firm foundation.
2). Even those who were older in the faith could be tempted.

Paul did not want his work to be in vain. 5

Our temptation comes in three principle ways: 1Jn. 2:15-17

We need to pray, "Lead us not into temptation...."

B. What can we do about these sufferings, pressures, and temptations?
1. Recognize that the word of God can work powerfully in us. 2:13; Cf. Heb. 4:12

a.
b.

This is what the Thessalonians did.

This is what was practiced (working in) them.

1). "Worketh," is literally to work in. So, it displayed itself as a powerful tool as it
"worked in" or, operated in their lives.

2). It became their strength and encouragement.

3). We have this same power available to us today — however, we must allow the
word in our hearts and let it grow. IPet. 2:1,2.
1PE 2:1 "Wherefore laying aside all malice, and all guile, and hypocrisies, and
envies, all evil speakings, As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the
word, that ye may grow thereby:"

2. Follow those who have endured. 2:14

a.
b.
C.

If others can overcome, then so can we.

The Thessalonians became followers (imitators) of the churches of God.

We not only have faithful churches today, but we have the examples of faithful
churches in the Bible.

3. Turn to the great leadership of Paul, Timothy, and those who follow God. 2:17

a.
b.

Paul cared deeply for the truth and for the church.
Timothy was a servant and a fellow-laborer, and could be trusted to lead, and teach
them correctly. 3:2

4. Be established in the faith. 3:2

a.
b.
c.

d.

This is what much of our teaching and preaching does.

We must grow in the grace and knowledge of God. 1I Pet. 3:18

This is what Jesus told Peter to do for the brethren. Lk. 22:32; Cf. I Pet. 5:10
LUK 22:32 "But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren."

1PE 5:10 "But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you."

Paul desired this for the Romans. Rom. 1:11; 16:25
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ROM 1:11 "For I long to see you, that I may impart unto you some spiritual gift,
to the end ye may be established;"
ROM 16:25 "Now to him that is of power to stablish you according to my gospel,
and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery, which
was kept secret since the world began,"

e. Paul wanted the Thessalonians to increase and abound in love to the end that they
might be established. 2:12,13

f.  'We must be established to resist evil, and determined to do right.

5. Do not discount the influence of faith. 3:2,5,6,7,10

a. Paul sent Timothy to comfort them in their faith. 2

b. Paul wanted to know the strength of their faith. 5

¢. When Paul knew of the faith of the Thessalonians, he characterized it as good
tidings. 6

d. The faith of the Thessalonians comforted Paul. 7

e. What was lacking in their faith could be perfected. 10

6. Recognize the wisdom of forewarning. 3:3,4

a. Do we not do that to our children?

b. People who are forewarned are not caught up in unexpected trouble.

¢. Paul had warned the Thessalonians that they could expect to suffer trials. 4

d. We need to be aware that we will be laughed at, scorned, ridiculed, called narrow-
minded, a cult, etc. -

Conclusion
1. You have started on a journey with a wonderful faith — the power to see your journey
through to the end.

2. Do not allow anyone to destroy that faith. "Do not let the devil ppffif it out.”

You will be persecuted. I Tim. 3:12

4. Do not be surprised; rather rejoice that you are a child of God, and that you have had
the opportunity on earth to learn, live, and share your faith with others. 1PE 4:13
1PE 4:13 "But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy."

5. Remember, whatever your struggle, God is with you.

(98]

COMPLETING WHAT IS LACKING IN YOUR FAITH
I Thess. 3:10

Introduction
1. Faith is the most basic element of Christianity.
2. Faith is emphasized almost everywhere in the scriptures: John 8:24; Heb. 11:6; James
2:24; 1 Thess. 3:2,5-7,10.

A. HOW IS FAITH COMPLETED IN THE CHRISTIAN?
1. By recognizing that perfect faith does not come all at once. 10
a. We must continue to hear the word. Rom. 10:17
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We must grow in knowledge. II Pet. 3:18

"That which is lacking" is a verb which means to come late, to come short, want:

1). Compare the use of this phrase in Heb. 4:1; John 2:3; Luke 15:14
HEB 4:1 "Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his
rest, any of you should seem to come short of it."

JOH 2:3 "And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him,
They have no wine."

LUK 15:14 "And when he had spent all, there arose a mighty famine in that
land; and he began to be in want."

The word "perfect” (complete) comes out of a background of putting in order,

restoring to a former condition (as cleaning and mending a fishing net.)

1). Compare Mat. 4:21. xaTtapti€w "And going on from thence, he saw other two
brethren, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in a ship with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and he called them."

2). Heb. 13:21 — "make you perfect (complete) in every good work.

3). ICor. 1:10 — "perfectly joined together in the same mind...."

4). TPet. 5:10 — "make you perfect" (complete, put you into proper condition.)

We must add to our faith. II Pet. 1:5-7

Commentary on the verse in II Peter 1:5

Vs.5  And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge;
1. "And beside this, giving all diligence,"

a.
b.

"Beside this," or for this very cause.
"Giving all diligence"
1). "All diligence" means making every effort possible; hasten, be eager to add to
your faith.
2). "Giving" is literally "bringing in by the side of." mapeiodpépw — I bring, into,
by the side of.
3). To bear alongside, i.e., introduce simultaneously.

2. "Add to your faith virtue;"

a.

"Add" is to furnish besides, supply, provide.

1). Add or supply - In the development of this word, it had to do with keeping in
tune with, as in a chorus. epichoregeo (¢myopnyéw).

2). So, to found and support a chorus, to lead a chorus, keep in tune, to supply or
provide.

3). Therefore, all of these Christian character qualities are to be chorused (supplied
or provided) into a grand symphony to the delight of God.

Someone has observed that we have here eight graces, which form an octave (in

musical terms, from do to do, or c to ¢, etc.)

1). Man, then, contributes to his salvation.

2). Man brings in by the side of what God does.

3). Think of what it would be like if we were all in tune with God, and one another.

4). All of the things listed are to be brought in by the side of what God has done,
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as well as by the side of faith, and all of the other qualities listed.

Lesson continued

. By standing fast (steadfastness) in the Lord. 8

a.

b.

It is obvious that their faith is not only an encouragement to the Thessalonians but

to Paul also. Notice "we were comforted," and "we live." 7,8

The background of "standing fast" was of placing something somewhere so that it

would be in place — then to stand firm, or continuing to persist in the Lord.

1). 1Cor. 16:13 — "Stand fast in the faith."

2). Gal. 5:1 — "Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ has made us
free."

3). Phil. 4:1 — "Stand fast in the Lord."

4). 2TH 2:15 —"Stand fast"

Do we today have that steadfastness of soul and determination to be true to God

in all of life's activities?

1). What if someone hurts our feelings?

2). What if someone you have a great amount of confidence in does something
un-Christian?

3). What if someone you trust takes advantage of you?

4). What happens when trials come along? (sickness, death, persecution).

. By realizing that prayer increases our faith. 9-11

a.

b.

C.

Paul prayed for the Thessalonians (1:2,3), and continued to have them in his
prayers. 3:9-11

What does it do to you to know that another faithful Christian is praying for you?
as Paul did toward the Thessalonians?

Prayer is expressive of one's faith, but it is also a means of building up and
completing our faith.

. By building Christian Character qualities into our lives. 12,13

a.

b
C.
d.
e.

Love and holiness are specifically mentioned (along with faith, vs. 6).

1). I1Cor. 13

2). Il Cor. 6:14 - 7:1

Other qualities are mentioned in other lists. cf. II Pet. 1:5-7

Having these qualities strengthens every aspect of a life of faith.

These also point us away from the vain pleasures of life and the world. IJn. 2:15-17
This is of great value to us, as it was to the Thessalonians.

. By hope and anticipation of the second coming of our Lord. 13

a.

Living by faith would produce the best possible world, even if Jesus did not come
again.

But, he is coming again! Jn. 14:1-6; Acts 1:11; Rev. 1.7

Will you be ready to meet him when he comes?
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"YOU OUGHT TO WALK TO PLEASE GOD"
I Thess. 4:1-12

Introduction

1.

One of the reasons this letter was written was to teach the Thessalonians proper
knowledge and conduct.

In this section the Christian life is compared to a man who continues to walk.

a. Many figures of speech are found in the writings of Paul.

b. We are like a tree bearing fruit. Gal. 5:22

c. We are like lights shining in the world. Phi. 2:15

d. We are like men going to war. Eph. 6:11f

These great lessons can be beneficial to us.

Since we are the light of the world, it is important to make sure we let the pure light
shine.

FOUR ASPECTS OF THIS CHRISTIAN WALK:
A. In this world we walk (live the Christian life) in the presence of others.

1.

In the presence of God. 4:1; cf. Pro. 15:3; Heb. 4:13.

PRO 15:3 "The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good."

HEB 4:13 "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things

are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do."

a. Therefore, our lives are open to the knowledge of God.

b. He is omniscient.

In the presence of our brethren. 4:6,10

a. Of course, these do not see everything (as does God).

b. But others do see our works. Mt. 5:16

c. We must live in front of our brethren in such a way as not to be a stumbling block
to the weak, nor a disappointment to the strong.

. In the presence of outsiders. 4:12

a. People have a way of knowing what kind of people we are.
b. Children, for example, seem to have the ability to spot hypocrisy a mile away.
c. How sad to be the one who 1s a stumbling block to outsiders.
1). "He will not pay his debts."
2). "He will not keep his word."
3). "He is a pretty nice guy, but he sleeps with every woman who is willing.
4). "He curses a blue streak."
5). "They are honest, good neighbors, but we never see them going to worship."
In the presence of one's self. 4:4,9
a. We must strive to be the best we can be.
b. We need to realize we are the sons and daughters of God. Illustration: "Are you
God's wife?"

B. Our Christian walk (life) abstains from:

1.

Immorality. 4:3
a. This sin was very prevalent in the pagan world of N.T. times, even involved in pagan
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worship.
b. Gentiles were warned of this sin. Acts 15:19,20; Cf. I Cor. 6:9-11,18-20.
ACT 15:19,20 "Wherefore my sentence is, that we trouble not them, which from
among the Gentiles are turned to God: But that we write unto them, that they
abstain from pollutions of idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled,
and from blood."
2. A life controlled by the passion of lusts. 4:5a
a. I Peter 2:14 speaks of those who have eyes full of adultery, and that cannot cease
from sin.
b. James explains how temptation and sins works. James 1:13-15
JAM 1:13-15 "Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every man is
tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death."
c.  We must live a life of decency and restraint so that our lives are not shameful and
debasing.
3. Being ignorant of God. 4:5b
a. Ignorance can destroy. Hos. 4:6
b. Knowledge can make us free. Jn. 8:31,32
4. Forgetting the wrath of God. 4:6
a.  Our world does not want to hear about the wrath of God.
b. However, the Bible presents God as one who will take vengeance. II Thess. 1:7-9
1). "Avenger" means that God's punishment comes from his righteousness.
2). Justice cries out against sin.
3). Love and mercy provided an escape.
5. Despising (rejecting) God. 4:8
a. Wereject God when we reject his word.
b. We reject God when we reject his church.
c. Wereject God when we reject his worship.
d. Wereject God when we reject his "walk."

C. How may we advance the spiritual development of this Christian walk? By:
1. Having a receptive heart.
a. The Thessalonians began in a marvelous way. 1:9
b. They must now continue. 4:1
1). Past accomplishments will not meet present needs.
2). The Christian must ever be willing to grow and develop.
2. Recognizing and obeying the commands that were given. 4:2,11
a. The Lord has designated a specific lifestyle.
b. Christianity is more than words. Cf. I Cor. 7:19.
1CO 7:19 "Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the
keeping of the commandments of God."
c. Itis obvious God wants of us certain things — thus a series of commandments.
3. Knowing what the will of God is. 4:3
a. The specific command here is to abstain from fornication.
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b. This is said to be our sanctification.

¢. Men have to choose.
1). Moses chose. Heb. 11:25
2). Joseph chose. Gen. 39:9
3). Joshua chose. Josh. 24:14f
4). We must choose.

Understanding that the gospel calls us to holiness, not impurity. 4:7

a. We are called by the gospel. II Thess. 2:13,14
2TH 2:13-14 "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called
you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."

b. Our life is one completely set apart and dedicated to God.

Allowing God to teach us how to live and love. 4:9

6. Appreciating the exhortation of Paul to increase more and more in the love the

Thessalonians were already showing toward the brethren. 4:10

a. The word "beseech" in verse one is the word for ask, or request.

b. Inverse 10, the word "beseech" is to exhort (which also appears in vs. 1).

¢. These words simply encourage the Thessalonians to walk or live as Christians.
d.  We must encourage people continually today.

. What are the results of such Christian living?

1.

Such Christian activity pleases God. 1

a. How radically different from those who killed Jesus, killed the prophets, and
persecuted Christian people. 2:15

b. It pleases God to walk worthy of him. 2:12

Such Christian activity develops one's own sanctification. 4:3-4,7

a. We do this by being set apart from profane things, being dedicated to the service of
God.

b. Cf. John 17:17 where Jesus emphasizes the same idea as Paul.

. Such Christian activity calls on Christians to use restraint. 4:3

a. Itisn't that a Christian is not tempted.

b. It 1s that Christians refuse evil a place in their lives so that it does not gain control
of their lives.

Such Christian activity will emphasize Christian love. 4:9,10

Such Christian activity will cause the Christian to grow.

a. "Abound more and more" 1

b. "Increase more and more." 10

c. Notice all the present tense verbs which denote continuous action. 1, 6, 8-10
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THE RESURRECTION AND THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST
I Thess. 4:13-18

Introduction
1. Our Lord has promised to come again. John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11
2. The hope of every Christian in the world is the second coming of the Lord.
3. If there is no resurrection, there will be no second coming.

A. There are and have been many mistaken ideas about the Lord's return.
1. The conclusion is sometimes drawn that because he has not come back in 2000 years,
he is not coming back.
2. He has already come back.
Setting dates for the Lord's return. See attached information:
4. Mistaken ideas about the resurrection.
a. There will be no bodily resurrection. (Sadducees)
b. The Thessalonians were confused about the resurrection of those who had died.
I Cor. 15:35-44

(8]

B. Principles we should know concerning the future.
1. We should not be ignorant about the future of those who have died. vs. 13
2. If we know the truth about those who have died as faithful Christians, there is cause for
reduced sorrow. vs. 13
a. We rejoice because there is hope.
b. There is hope because of the resurrection. I Cor. 15:12-22
c. Where there is no hope, there is no sense of peace and well-being.
d. Not having this affects our service to Christ, and our spiritual growth.
3. Believing in the resurrection of Jesus gives us confidence in our own resurrection. vs 14
a. Such belief gives the Christian courage to face death.
b. If death seemed a defeat for Jesus, the resurrection proclaimed a great victory!
c. Indeed, the resurrection of Jesus broke the bonds of death forever.
d. These Thessalonians will as surely be raised from the dead as was Jesus.
e. So, our focus for the future should be on the coming again of Jesus.
4. A reason is given for such confidence and hope. vs. 15
a. Those who are alive when the Lord comes again, shall not precede those who have
died, thus leaving them behind.
b. Those who have died then, will not be separated (maybe forever), or left behind
(maybe forever).
5. Specifically what will happen at the end. vss. 16,17
a. The Lord will descend from heaven with a shout.
1). Therefore, the return will be emphasized:
a). With the voice of the archangel.
b). With the trump of God.
b. The dead in Christ will be raised. This will be the first thing to happen.
c. Then the ones alive (the ones remaining) shall be caught up together to meet the
Lord in the air.
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1). "Together" means no faithful child of God, living or dead, will be left behind.
2). Meeting him in the air certainly shows the Lord has no plans to come back to
the earth.
d. All of these faithful Christians will be with the Lord forever.
6. These are the words whereby we may comfort one another. vs. 18
a. This truth brought reality into focus.
b. This truth brought comfort to the heart.
c. This truth was something they could understand.
d. This truth was something that could be shared with fellow-Christians of a like-
minded faith.

THE LORD IS COMING BACK! HOW SHOULD THE CHRISTIAN LIVE?
I Thess 5:1-11

Introduction
1. IThess. 4:13-18 is a rich background to this study.
2. IThessalonians often mentions the fact that Jesus is coming again. 1:10; 2:19; 3:13;
4:15,16; 5:2,23.
3. Do we allow the fact that Jesus is coming again to influence the way we live?
a. Do we allow his will to govern our lives?
b. Do we allow his truth to direct us?

IN VIEW OF THE LORD'S RETURN WE SHOULD:
1. Have the proper knowledge about future events. 1,2
a. The Thessalonians knew the Lord would return.
b. They knew he would come as a thief in the night.
1). This means we do not know when he will come.
2). It will be sudden, unexpected.
3). Therefore, man ought always to be ready. Mt. 24:44; Mk. 13:35,36
MAT 24:44 "Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not
the Son of man cometh."”
MAR 13:35,36 "Watch ye therefore: for ye know not when the master of the
house cometh, at even, or at midnight, or at the cockcrowing, or in the morning:
Lest coming suddenly he find you sleeping."
c. They knew this so well they did not need Paul to write it to them.
1). "Times" refers to the stream of time, the progress of which is without human
influence (no man has any influence on the second coming of Christ.)
2). "Seasons" refers to particular periods or points of time, dates.
2. Realize that those who do not live according to this knowledge "shall not escape." 3,4
a. "When they shall say" refers to matters about which there is not proper knowledge,
and therefore wrong.
b. They are saying, "peace and safety," but there is no peace and safety for the
unprepared.
1). Like many today who say "all is well," "Everything is all right."
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2). "Let us entertain ourselves some more with our (vain) amusements."

3). How sad to be so completely deceived.

Sudden (unanticipated) destruction comes upon them.

1). Notice, "cometh" is present tense.

2). This indicates that their destruction is so certain that it may be spoken of as
already present.

3). The graphic illustration of birth pains of a woman is used. (Once the process
of the end has started, nothing can stop it.)

These "shall not escape." The double negative emphasizes forcefully that these shall

not escape the wrath of the second coming.

The brethren at Thessalonica were not in such darkness.

1). "But" emphasizes a strong contrast between believers and unbelievers.

2). "Darkness" means the heedless did not know what they were talking about, were
unprepared, and did not appreciate the impending danger of destruction.

3). Christians are just the opposite.

4). "Overtake" means the coming of the day of the Lord will not seize them with
hostile intent (as does a thief). Cf. II Thess. 1:7-9; Mat. 7:21-28

IN VIEW OF THE LORD'S RETURN WE SHOULD:
3. Not sleep in darkness 5-7

a.

There is a great contrast between children of the light (and day), and those of the

night (and darkness).

1). Children of the day understand and are walking in the light. 1Jn. 1.7; II Tim.
1:10
1JO 1:7 "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship

one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all
sin."

2T11:10 "Butis now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour Jesus
Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel:"

2). Children of the darkness do not understand or appreciate what the future holds.

This is no time to be asleep spiritually.

1). To be asleep means we do not understand; we are careless and indifferent.

2). We cannot afford to be indifferent spiritually. Responsible alertness is
necessary.

Christians are to watch and be sober.

1). "Watch" means to give strict attention to what is going on, alert, aware of.

2). "Sober" means to be clear in our thinking, mentally awake and aware, especially
here as regards the future.

Christians must never stop thinking about the second coming of our Lord.

1). Those not prepared are represented as one who is asleep or drunk.

2). This is why they will be unprepared, and will never know, until it is too late, of
the vengeance of God.

4. Be children of the day, clothed with the proper Christian equipment. 8

a.

Again Paul uses the word "sober."
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1). The present tense indicates continuous action.

2). This is the first thing that should characterize those who "are of the day."
Christians belong to the day.

"Putting on the breastplate of faith and love" is an aorist middle participle, which

indicates that this "putting on" had already occurred.

In view of this they are to continue to be sober and watchful.

The breastplate is a defensive device.

1). Our faith protects us by causing us to be what we should be. Rom. 10:17; II
Cor. 5:7

2). Our love protects us from certain destruction by providing victory through
obedience. Gal. 5:6;1Jn.5:3 4
1JO 5:3,4 "For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and
his commandments are not grievous. For whatsoever is born of God
overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith."

The helmet protected the head.

1). Itis said to be the hope of salvation.

2). Hope is the desire with the expectation of receiving that which is desired —
eternal salvation with God in heaven.

3). We must have the good sense to live by faith, hope, and love.

IN VIEW OF THE LORD'S RETURN WE SHOULD:
5. Ever be aware of our destiny. 9,10

a.

God's purpose for Christians is:

1). That they be appointed. "Appoint" is to set or make some decree, destine.

2). Not to wrath. Mat. 25:41; II Thess. 1:7-9
MAT 25:41 "Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels:"

3). But to salvation by our Lord. I Tim. 2:4
1TI 2:4 "Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge
of the truth."

God's purpose was for us "to obtain salvation by our Lord."

1). We need to choose salvation because otherwise we are destined to be lost.

2). God chooses us in Christ. Eph. 1:4,5 :

God's purpose was also that "we should live together with him."

1). If we die in Christ we will live together with him.

2). If we are alive when he returns we will live together with him.

6. Comfort and edify one another. 11

a.
b.

"Wherefore" means this should be done on the basis of what has just been said.
"Comfort" (meaning to exhort, admonish, encourage, entreat, instruct) is found
eight times in this letter.

"Together" shows we can really help each other out, especially in tough times.
"Edify" means to build up one another.

1). This word came originally out of the idea of building a house.

2). We are to build the character qualities of wisdom, love, grace, virtue, holiness,
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etc., not only in our lives, but in the lives of others.

Conclusion
1. How wonderful to have these insights into the way we ought to live in view of the Lord's
certain return.
2. Will this make us more alert to our own behavior?
3. Do we anticipate the Lord's return and long to live with him forever?

THE WAY WE OUGHT TO TREAT EACH OTHER
I Thess. 5:12-15

Introduction
1. Treating each other with respect and dignity is of utmost concern.
2. Husbands-wives, employers-employees, officials-citizens, church leaders-followers, etc.

3. "Beseech" means to request, ask, beg, urge.

A. How we ought to treat the church leadership. vss 12,13
1. The church cannot grow without proper leadership.
2. The church cannot grow without proper support of the leadership.
a. [Itis areciprocal relationship.
1). If there is no respect or assistance, there is no effective leadership.
2). If the leadership refuses to lead responsibly with the proper concern for the
followers, the followers will lose heart.
. Verses 12 and 13 reflect primarily the responsibility of followers.
c. Rather than command, he puts the thoughts forward in the form of a humble
request.
3. There are three duties requested in verses 12 and 13.
a. Know them which labor among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish
you.
1). The word "know" means to have a regard for, to cherish, pay attention to.

a). "To know" is to respect, appreciate.

b). The emphasis is "to know them that labor among you." (The job of church
leadership is not to serve so much time, or positions of ceremony and
flattery, or a figurehead position; rather they are to be engaged in the toil
and difficulty of teaching and leading others to Christ.

2). "And are over you in the Lord" means they rule, direct, manage, conduct.
3). "And admonish you" means to lay to the heart and mind our responsibilities and
encourage the proper fulfillment of those responsibilities.
b. "Esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake."
1). "Esteem" means to account, to give proper appraisal. Cf. Moses, Heb. 11:26
HEB 11:26 "Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures
in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.”
2). "Very highly" shows the high regard in which they are to be held.
3). "Inlove" shows a genuine bond of respect.
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4). "For their work's sake" is the service rendered in the Lord's domain.

c. "And be at peace among yourselves."
1). The absence of strife, but more, wholeness and well-being with God and others.
2). Tt is the result of effort made in genuine love and service.

B. How should we treat each other? Vss 14,15
1. "Warn the unruly."

a. We are encouraged (urged) to do this. To "warn" is to admonish (cf. v. 12 where
the same word is used), to see to it that the proper truth is placed in the minds of
those receiving the instruction.

"Unruly" means to be out of order, or out of step.

c. There is always a risk in warning about forbidden ways, but we are under

responsibility from God to do it.
2. "Comfort the feebleminded."

a. "Comfort" here means to speak by way of admonition, to calm, soothe. Such
speech may arouse and stimulate, or calm and console.

b. "Feebleminded" is more properly the fainthearted (anxious, discouraged, sorrowful,
timid, and maybe even the dejected and sorrowful).

3. "Support the weak"

a. "Support" indicates holding one up, aid, care for.

b. The "weak" here are those weak in the faith.

¢.  Some of them may not be able to perform their duties by themselves.

d. These are the spiritually frail.

e. The load gets mighty heavy sometimes.

4. "Be patient toward all men."

a. '"Patient" means long of spirit, particularly in bearing the offenses and injuries of
others. Longsuffering.

b. We must not become impatient to others and resort to wrath and revenge.

c. Do not give up easily.

5. "See that none render evil for evil unto any man;"

a. "See" means giving due regard.

b. "Render" is repay; sometimes that which is given back because we feel an obligation.

c. "Evil for evil" is that which must not be repaid.

1). If others do us wrong, we will not be justified by responding in kind.
6. "But ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all men."

a. "Follow" means to pursue or seek earnestly.

b. This verb is sometimes translated "persecute," as in Acts 26:9-11. (Those who
persecuted Christians pursued and sought them earnestly.)

ACT 26:11 "And I punished them oft in every synagogue, and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly mad against them, I persecuted them even unto
strange cities."

c. Now we are admonished to earnestly endeavor to acquire good.

1). Good is everything God has commanded.
2). We must study and pursue those, both among our own group, and with
outsiders, that which is good.
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Conclusion
1. Such living as prescribed above will lead to unity and peace.
2. Such will cause us to grow as individual Christians.

THE CHRISTIAN'S ATTITUDE TOWARD LIFE
1 Thess. 5:16-28

Introduction
1. This is a very practical section of I Thessalonians.
2. We also stressed how we ought to treat each other.
3. In this lesson we continue with the list of I Thess. 5.

A. As a Christian my attitude will cause me to:
1. Rejoice evermore. 16
a. The trials, immaturity, and lack of understanding could have caused the
Thessalonians to be discouraged.
b. But, for the Christian there is too much about which to rejoice.
1). We have a God who loves us.
2). We have a Christ who died on a cross to save us.
3). We have a Holy Spirit who provided a New Testament for us.
4). We have a plan of salvation that saves from all of our sins.
5). We have been saved from all of our past sins.
6). We have the church and a great brotherhood.
7). We have the truth about how to live.
8). We have the fellowship and support of Christian brothers and sisters.
9). We have the promise and hope of a glorious and indescribable future.
c. Isthere any doubt about why Paul would say always be joyful?
2. Pray without ceasing. 17
a. We are to pray continually, or always have a prayer in our heart.
b. The word for pray here is the word for prayer in general, as distinguished from
specific requests.
1). This suggests a healthy and full life of prayer.
2). The Christian includes every aspect of life in his prayers.
c. "Without ceasing" refers to the continued devotion to God, and dependence upon
him.
d. All things would be better if we prayed more.
3. Give thanks in everything. 18
a. Giving thanks is a specific part of prayer.
b. We are to be thankful, always, and in all circumstances.
¢. God is the source of everything we have. James 1:17
JAM 1:17 "Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down
from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning."
d. How thankful we ought to be that God has provided us with all we need. Phil. 4:19
PHI 4:19 "But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory
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by Christ Jesus."
e. Itisthe will of God that we do this, and not be neglectful.

4. Not quench the Spirit. 19

a. Do not put out the Spirit's fire.

b. We must be guided by the H.S. through his instructions, and when we turn away
from these instructions it is like throwing water on a fire.

c. There may be a deeper thought here.

1). There was the absence of the written word.

2). In this absence there was the miraculous.

3). This was needed to reveal and confirm all the truth, and to stabilize the church.
4). These gifts could be misused.

5). When so misused, or not used, would be to extinguish the Spirit's fire.

6). In principle we can do the same thing today in regard to the written word.

d. We must allow the Spirit to guide us today through his word. Eph. 6:17
EPH 6:17 "And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is
the word of God:

1). We must not suppress the truth, nor refuse to allow it to operate as it should.
2). We must allow it to develop us as Christians.

e. Stephen charged the Jews who resisted the word of the prophets of resisting the
Spirit. Acts 7:51-53
ACT 7:51-53 "Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always
resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets have
not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed before of the
coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers:
Who have received the law by the disposition of angels, and have not kept it."

. Not despise prophesying. 20

a. This, like verse 19, may have had a first century miraculous application.

b. It means for us not to treat with contempt prophetic utterances.

c. "Despise" means making a thing of no account, utterly disregarding.

d. We can violate this rule today by neglecting or opposing the preaching of the word.

. Prove all things; hold fast to that which is good. 21

a. "Prove" is to examine, test — everything.

1). This word was used to test money to find out whether it was genuine.

2). In the same way teaching ought to be tested. Cf.IJn. 4:1
1JO 4:1 "Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are
of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the world."

b. Today it is easy for us to test any teaching by comparing it to our perfect standard.

. Abstain from all appearance of evil. 22

a. Better, abstain from every form of evil.

b. "Abstain" is to hold one's self away from, and was used of the steadfast refusal of
Gentile Christians to be involved in idolatry, fornication, things strangled, and
blood. Acts 15:20,29
ACT 15:20 "But that we write unto them, that they abstain from pollutions of
idols, and from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood."

ACT 15:29 "That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from
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things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall
do well. Fare ye well."
c. "Evil" is probably best understood as a noun, meaning every form is to be avoided.

B. Paul prays for the sanctification of the Thessalonians. 23,24

1.
2.
3.

Paul wishes the very God of peace to sanctify them wholly. Cf.Jn. 17:17
He prays that their whole spirit, soul, and body, (their whole nature) be preserved.
Paul mentions the faithfulness of God. He will do what he says he will do.

C. Paul's farewell request and hope. 25-30

SOME OF THE GREAT DOCTRINES OF I THESSALONIANS

A. Great emphasis is placed on the doctrine of God.
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He is called God the Father several times. 1:1; 3:11,13

He elects men. 1:4

The true and living God as contrasted with the false gods. 1:9
God is looked upon as the source of the gospel. 2:2ff

He calls men to his kingdom and glory. 2:12

He tests our hearts. 5:23

He is a God of peace. 5:23

He is the source of all our needs. 5:23,24

B. The great exalted view of Christ.
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He is God's son. 1:10

He is deity (he is equal with God). 1:1;3:11
HeisLord. 1:1;2:15

He is the Christ. 3:13; 4:17

He is our Saviour. 5:9,10

He died for us. 4:14,15; 1:10

He arose from the dead. 4:14

He is coming again. 4:16; 2:19; 5:23

He will take the faithful to be with him forever. 4:17

C. What I Thessalonians teaches us concerning the Holy Spirit.

1.
2.
3.
4.

The transmission of the Gospel was through the Holy Spirit. 1:5,6

He causes joy in the Christian, even when the Christian is persecuted. 1:6
The Spirit which we receive is from God. 4:8

We are not to quench the Holy Spirit. 5:19

The great doctrine of salvation.
1.
2.

Christ is the one who delivers us from the wrath to come. 1:10
This salvation is available to those who believe. 2:13

3. The preaching of the gospel saves us. 2:16
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5.
6.
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At the heart of salvation is the death and resurrection. 4:14
The goal of the Christian life is eternal life. 4:17
Christ died for us that we might live with him. 5:10

E. The Gospel in the book of I Thessalonians
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The gospel originated with God. 2:2, 8,9
Paul was intrusted with the gospel. 2:4

Paul preached that gospel. 2:4

The gospel effectively works in believers. 2:13
As its subject, it is the gospel of Christ. 3:2

F. The second coming of Christ receives great emphasis in this letter.

1
2
3.
4
5

. The assurance of his coming. 4:13ff
. We will be caught up together with him.

We do not know when he will return, so we must be ready always. 5:1-11

. The writer anticipates a future life with Christ. 5:10

1:10; 2:19; 3:13; 4:15-17; 5:23 all refer to the second coming.

G. The Christian's conduct must be moral and ethical.

1

2.
3.
4.

There is the fruit of faith, the labor of love, the steadfastness of hope. 1:3
A sanctified life is the ultimate goal of God's will. 4:3; 5:23

A sanctified life involves maintaining certain standards. 4:3-8
Christian's are to maintain a unique life. 4:9-12

H. Believers (Christians) in this letter

1.

God chooses them. 1:4;5:9

. Believers are to walk worthily of God. 2:12

Both the dead in Christ and those alive at his second coming shall be caught up together
with Christ. 4:16,17

Believers will praise him when he comes again. 1T Thess. 1:10

5. Sudden destruction will come upon those who are not Christians. 5:3; 1:10; 2:16
Conclusion:
1.

2.

There are many other important issues in I Thessalonians: Mission work, prayer, love
and appreciation, etc.
A great book, and a great message!
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Intreduction

Paul is the author. 1:1;3:17

a. A Jew with a flawless pedigree. PHI 3:4-6 "Though I might also have confidence in the
flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more:
Circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the
Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; Concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching
the righteousness which is in the law, blameless."

b. A leader with a high degree of training. ACT 22:3 "I am verily 2 man which am a Jew,
born in Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, yet brought up in this city at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught
according to the perfect manner of the law of the fathers, and was zealous toward God, as ye
all are this day."

¢. Extremely zealous. GAL 1:14 "And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals
in mine own nation, being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers."

d. One who did not defile his conscience. Acts 23:1

e. Therefore honest and willing to listen. ACT 26:19 "Whereupon, O king Agrippa,
I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision:"

f. Though unpopular, his decision was made. Phil. 3:7

g. After his conversion he worked just as hard for the church as he formerly worked against it.

h. Paul's companions continue to be Silas and Timothy.

The city of Thessalonica:

a. It had an illustrious history — well known in the Grecian world.

1). Once known as Therma because of the hot springs.
2). The largest city of Macedonia in the time of Paul.

b. Composed of mixed religious groups — Jews, Greeks, chief women, idol worshippers, etc.

Background: ACT 17:1-4 "Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia,

they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: And Paul, as his manner was,

went in unto them, and three sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, Opening and
alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus,
whom I preach unto you, is Christ. And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and

Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few."

It is clear that the first letter did not clear up every difficulty among the Thessalonians.

a. There is still some opposition to Paul's authority and even defiance.

b. Somehow Paul received the information about the conditions still prevailing, and
therefore prompted this second letter.

c. The purpose of this second letter can said to be at least fourfold:

1). To express Paul's appreciation for their steadfastness in view of their trials.

2). To encourage them to continue steadfastly in the teachings of the Holy Spirit.

3). To correct false teaching about the Lord's return.

4). To admonish the disorderly, and to point out what the church must do in regard to



these disorderly people.
5. The date could have been in the early 50s, perhaps about 51 or 52 A.D.

THE TEXT
Chapter 1
A chapter of encouragement
Salutation and Greeting 1, 2

1’1 Tadhog kai Tihovavog kai TipdBeog Tf ExkAnoig Ocoooahovikéwy Ev Bed maTpl
UGV xal kupiw’Inood XproTd:
Vs.1 Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
1. "Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus,"
a. This introduction is almost exactly like the one in I Thessalonians 1:1,2.
b. "Our" is added here in the third part of the verse, a word not in the I Thessalonian
greeting.
2. "Unto the church of the Thessalonians"
3. "In God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:"
a. The church is grounded and exists "in" the sphere and power of God.
b. God is designated as "Father" in other places: Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; I Cor. 1:2. He
is often called "Father" in relation to Jesus.
¢. "Our Father" indicates the writer and the readers have a common Father.

12 xdpig vuiv xai eiprvn &mod Oeod marTpog [udv] kai kupiov’Inood Xp1oTod.
Vs.2  Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. "Grace unto you, and peace,"
a. This is the usual greeting. It is longer than in the first letter.
b. "Grace" is good will, loving-kindness, favor, and "peace" is harmony with God and
other Christians that arises from the tranquil state of the soul.
2. "From God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ."
a. "From" is the fountain head and source of all grace and power.
b. Notice that Jesus is put on the same level as God the Father. Both the Father and
the Son is put on the same level as the source of grace and peace.
c. Also notice the emphasis of God as Father. Cf. 2:16

Paul is thankful for their faithfulness in spite of continued persecution 3-4

113 EOyopioTely odeitopev 1§ Oed mdvToTe TEPt OpGV, ddeAdol, kabug FELOVY EaTiy,
&1 OmepauEdvel 1 ToTig GEGV kal TAeovdgeL 1j dydmm Evog EkdaTou TAVTWV OpdV €ig
dAAAoug,

Vs.3  We are bound [PAI] to thank [PInf] God always for you, brethren, as it is [PAI] meet,
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because that your faith groweth [PAI] exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward
each other aboundeth [PAI];

1. "We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren,"

po o
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"Bound" is debt, to feel a sense of obligation for what is due.

This is a personal obligation that Paul feels, and expresses to the Thessalonians.
Paul feels a sense of obligation to keep on giving thanks [present infinitive] to God.
This same word is translated "owe" in Rom. 13:8.

'As it 1s meet,"
a.

b.

Or, as it is fitting, worthy, appropriate, or right.
"Meet" is from an old word, "to drag down the scales," so weighty, worthy,

worthwhile, appropriate.
3. "Because that your faith groweth exceedingly,"

a.
b.

d.

This is the first of two reasons stated here as to why he gives thanks. 611

Things have changed with the Thessalonians because in the first letter Paul said that
there is something "lacking in your faith." I Thess. 3:10

"Groweth exceedingly," or greatly enlarged, or grows more and more, or grows
abundantly, or flourishes.

It is the kind of growth described in the parable of the mustard seed. Mt. 13:31f

4. "And the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;"

a.

This is the second reason why he gives thanks. Literally, "the love of every one of
all of you abounds into (toward - £ig) one another."

Great emphasis seems to be placed on this "charity" or love. dydmn

"Aboundeth" is to grow even greater, increase.

14 wote adTolg fudg &v Oplv Eykauxdobat év Taig xkAnoiaig Tod 80D Omep TG
Omopoviig Opdv kai miaTewg v oty 101G Stwypoic Opdv kal Taig OA{Peoty at ¢

dvéxeabe,

Vs. 4  So that we ourselves glory [PMInf] in you in the churches of God for your patience and
faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure [PMI]:
1. "So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God"

a.

b.

Paul sometimes praised one church to another to encourage or provoke them to
good works. Cf.IThess. 1:8;2:19; II Cor. 9:2
We "glory in you" or speak proudly, or even boast.

2. "For your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:"

a.
b.

They patiently and constantly endured persecutions. They persevered steadfastly.
And they had faith (or were faithful because of their trust of, and reliance upon, the
message of truth) as they endured these tribulations (trials, oppressions, distresses,
afflictions, even mental anguish. On these two words see: Mat. 13:21; Mark 4:17
1). "Persecutions," a specific word, indicating sufferings, brought on from external
sources.
2). "Tribulations" is a more general word for difficult trials, and describes more the
various forms of injury to body and mind suffered by those who are persecuted.
"Endure" means to bear with, forebear, suffer. (Present tense). This is the
remarkable thing about the faith and patience of these Thessalonians.



The judgment of God is righteous 5-10

1'5  Evdetypa tig Sikaiag xploewg ToD 0D, elg 1O xaTaElwBfvar Opdg Tfig BaotAelag
700 Be0D, Omép Tg Kal TAOXETE,
Vs.5  Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted
worthy [APInf] of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer[PAI]:
1. "Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God,"
a. Their patience and faith in persecution was an evidence that God's righteous
judgments are right.
1). Their ability to endure is proof that God is with them.
2). God has not left his people alone, but equips them to endure the hardships of
life. :
. "Manifest token" is sometimes translated "plain indication," or, "evidence."
c. "Of the righteous judgment of God." This is the heart of this chapter.
1). Itis a "token" (or evidence) of the righteous judgment of God.
2). It is righteous from the standpoint of the glory God will bestow on the
righteous. It is for the sake of the kingdom that the righteous suffer.
3). (What God will bestow on the unrighteous is also righteous.)
4). Trials may seem like a hardship from a human viewpoint; however, to endure
such is an indication of the righteous judgment of God.
a). One must keep in mind that God is with Christians and strengthens them.
b). Is it not true also that he does not allow us to be tempted above that we are
able to bear? 1 Cor. 10:13
2. "That ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God,"
a. This is the result of their faith and patience.
b. "Counted" or considered, or made worthy. (Aorist passive infinitive).
¢. Man is made worthy, not on his own merit, but through the forgiveness of sins.
3. "For which ye also suffer:"
a. "Suffer" or endure. The present tense suggests "you are enduring."
b. The present tense indicates that they are continuing to suffer sadly.
¢. So, it is for the sake of the kingdom that man suffers these persecutions.
d. The fact that they are able to endure these persecutions shows that God is with
them, and is giving them strength.

16 elnep dixauov mopd Bed dvtamodobvar Tolg OA{Bovoty bpdg BATY 1V
Vs. 6  Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense [AInf] tribulation to them that
trouble [PAI] you;
1. "Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation"
a. "Righteous" or just. It is the right thing.
b. "Seeing it is a righteous thing with God."
1). "With God" is mopd 6e® and means by the side of God, and so from God's
standpoint.
2). "Seeing," or literally, "if so be that."
3). God's righteousness demands that he condemn sinners for their sin. Rom. 2:5

c. "Recompense" or repay, or pay back.



1). God will recompense (repay, pay back) tribulation with tribulation.

2). God deems it just to repay with affliction those who afflict you.

3). This is God taking vengeance, which is his prerogative to take. Rom. 12:19
"Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord." "Repay" is the same word as
recompense in this verse.

d. "Tribulation" or affliction, suffering.

2. "To them that trouble you;"
a. "Trouble" is afflict. So to them that afflict you, or bring tribulation upon you.
b. God's justice demands that this be done. Cf. Rom. 2:5

1'7 xad Opiv Toig OABopévolg dveatv ped’ fudv év 1) dmokaAdy el To0 kupiou’ Incod
&m’ odpavod peT’ dyyéAwv duvdpewg adTod
Vs.7  And to you who are troubled [PPPart] rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,
1. "And to you who are troubled rest with us,"
a. "To you who are troubled" is a present participle which shows that the affliction
is now in progress, and that Paul understands that.
b. "Rest," to grant rest, or relief, will be given to those who are afflicted.
1). "Rest" is liberty, rest, relief from persecutions. Cf. Heb. 4:9; Rev. 14:13
2). This word also indicates freedom from tensions; always in contrast with
afflictions. Cf.II Cor. 2:13; 7:5; 8:13
c. "With us" means that relief will be given to us (Paul, Silas, Timothy, and perhaps
the other apostles, and faithful brethren) as well.
2. When the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels,"
a. This is when the relief will be given.
1). Does God send affliction on people right now?
2). Of course when we violate the natural laws! We will always reap what we sow!
3). But the eternal vengeance seems to be when he comes again — when he is
revealed (dmokaAlyet) from heaven. This is when the righteous judgment
of God will take place.
b. "Revealed from heaven" refers to the second coming.
c. "With his mighty angels" are his powerful angels.
d. Notice that this revealing from heaven of Christ is described with three prepositional
phrases.
1). "From heaven" is the place from which Christ will come.
2). "With his mighty angels" are the attendants who will come with the Lord.
3). "In flaming fire" is an awesome accompaniment. vs. 8

1:8  &v mupl dproydg, 8186vTog Ekdiknaty Tolg pr elddaty Bedv kai Tolg pry braxodovaty
TG edayyeriw ToD kupiov Hudv’Incod,
Vs. 8 In flaming fire taking [PAPart] vengeance on them that know [PerfAPart] not God, and
that obey [PAPart] not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
1. "In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God,"
a. "Flaming" or blazing fire.
b. "Taking," or literally, giving.



c. "Taking vengeance" is the punishment inflicted on those who do not obey.
1). Vengeance is to meet out justice, or punish by dealing out retribution.
2). It is interesting that "vengeance" is from the same root word as "righteous" and
"just." Both have to do with the administration of justice, not vindictive
retaliation. It is the full awarding of justice to all.
3). The word for vengeance is translated "vindicate" in Luke 18:7 (RSV), and
"punishment" in II Cor. 7:11 (RSV).
d. "Know" here refers to perceived knowledge. £i8601v from oida.
1). To the ones not knowing God is one class of people.
2). Although this would be true of the pagans or Gentiles (I Thess. 4:5), it would
also be true of all who do not know or acknowledge God. Cf. Rom. 1:28
2. "And that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:"
a. Those that obey not the gospel is another class. (Repetition of the definite article
seems to indicate another class.)
b. "Obey" has to be more than simply believing. What was it that these people did not
do that will get them in this trouble? Cf. Mark 16:15,16

1'9  ofTiveg diknv T{oovatv EAeBpov aildviov &mo mpoadimou Tol kupiou kai &mo Tfig
86Eng Thg ioyvog adTol,
Vs.9  Who shall be [FAI] punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord,
and from the glory of his power;
1. "Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction”
a. The penalty is eternal destruction and ruin. This penalty will be paid.
b. These will be punished by paying the penalty of eternal destruction.
1). "Destruction," which is the punishment, does not mean annihilation. That is not
a part of the meaning of this word.
2). Rather it means separation from God, or ruin, as the text shows. I Tim. 6:9
3). It is further interesting that "punishment" is also from the same root word as
vengeance, just, and righteous. (The proceedings of justice considers
punishment from the viewpoint of an unbiased judge.)
c. This separation will be everlasting.
2. "From the presence of the Lord,"
a. Or, from before his face (npdowmov, the very presence of the Lord.)
b. "From" suggests exclusion. This further shows that the destruction is not
annihilation, but separation from the Lord. cf. Mat. 25:41
3. "And from the glory of his power;"
a. "Glory of his power," or majesty of his might.
b. This power is the indwelling strength and might that is inherent with God.
c. All of this, then, vividly describes the tribulation (or affliction) of verse 6.

1110 &tav A6 Evdokacbfjvar &v Tolg dyiolg adTol kai Bavpactfvar &v oty 101G
moTedooaoty, 8Tt EMaTeGON TO papTOpLov HUAV &d° Opag, &v T Nuépa Exeivn.

Vs. 10 When he shall come [2APSubj] to be glorified [APInf] in his saints, and to be admired
[APInf] in all them that believe [APart] (because our testimony among you was believed [API])



in that day.
1. "When he shall come to be glorified in his saints,"
a. That is, whenever he comes "to be glorified" in or by his holy people, at the second
coming. Cf.IThess. 5:4 This is the first of two infinitives expressing purpose.
b. Why would he not find glory in the very saints who glorified him on earth?
c. "His saints," or the "set apart for his service" ones.
2. "And to be admired in all them that believe"
a. "To be admired" or to be marvelled at. The second infinitive.
b. Christ deserves to be made wonderful, and to be glorified by his holy people.
3. "(because our testimony among you was believed)"
a. The reason is made clear by this parenthetical expression. All of this will come
about because they believed what Paul preached.
b. "Testimony" is the evidence, the eye-witness testimony, and the direct information
from the Holy Spirit that Paul presented (preached) to them.
4. "In that day."
a. Or, in the great judgment day, when the Lord comes again.
b. What great wonder and awe will be in Christians in that day!

NOTE: The things concerning the righteous recompense of God in verses 7-10

1. The time of the recompense — at the revelation of the Lord Jesus from heaven.

2. The circumstances surrounding this recompense — with his powerful angels in flaming

fire.

The purpose of the recompense — rendering vengeance.

4. The object of the recompense — upon those who do not know God, and upon those who
do not obey the gospel.

5. The character of the recompense — punishment; eternal destruction from the face of the
Lord and from the glory of his power.

LI

Paul's prayer for the Thessalonians 11-12

1'11  €ig 6 kal mpooeuySueba mdvToTe MEPL OV, Tva Opdg & oy Tig kAoewg 6 Bedg
UGV kol TAnpwoy maoav evdokiav dyabwodvng kol épyov mioTewg v Suvdpet,
Vs. 11  Wherefore also we pray [PI] always for you, that our God would count you worthy
[AASubj] of this calling, and fulfil [AASubj] all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the
work of faith with power:
1. "Wherefore also we pray always for you,"
a. To this end we pray for you was always a constant prayer.
b. Paul gets specific about what he means in this prayer.
2. "That our God would count you worthy of this calling,"
a. Counting them "worthy" is something God does to us, and it is based on
righteousness and the forgiveness of sins.
b. There is no way that man, within himself, and without the forgiveness of God, could
be worthy.
c. This puts a burden of responsibility on us to do what is right.
3. "And fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness,"



a. Or, fulfill every desire, or purpose (resolve) for goodness.
b. This is what God wants.
1). He said he would save us.
2). He wants to save us.
3). Now he has!
4. "And the work of faith with power:"
a. This is every act prompted by faith.
b. Works springs from faith and is sustained by faith. Cf. I Thess. 1:3
c. [Itisa powerful thing when our faith is strong enough to produce obedience!
1:112  8mwe EvBoEaadf T Evopa Tob kupiou fiudy’Inood v Ojiy, kal Opelg &v adTd, kaTa
TV Xxdp1v 1700 0200 UGV kal kupiou’Incod Xp1aTod.
Vs. 12 That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified [API] in you, and ye in him,
according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.
1. "That the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you,"
a. "Thatis so that. &mwg is a conjunction or adverb with the subjunctive.
b. "Glorified" is like a product which bears one's name. If it is a good product, it
brings honor to one's name.
2. "And ye in him,"
a. Likewise, it is a privilege to bring honor and to glorify the name of Christ. This is
what we call an ellipsis, “and that you may be glorified in him.”
b. To do that, we must be in Christ, and obediently conforming to his will.
3. "According to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ."
a. "Grace" here is put for and includes the gospel.
b. All glory must come from the gospel which has its source in God and Christ.

Chapter 2
A chapter of instruction

The problem was that some were teaching that the day of the Lord was already present.
1,2

2’1  ’Eputdpev 8t Opdg, dderdol, omitp Tfg mapousiag Tod kupiov fudv’Inood Xp1oTod
xail UGV Emovvaywyfg én” adTov,
Vs.1 Now we beseech [PAI] you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by
our gathering together unto him,
1. "Now we beseech you, brethren,"
a. "Beseech" means to ask, beg, request.
b. It is a strong word that implores the brethren to listen to what he has to say.
2. "By the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,"
a. "By the coming" or with regard to the coming, or concerning the coming.
b. "Coming" is mapouoiag and means coming or presence of the Lord for his people.
c. "A coming, an arrival, and advent; the future visible return from heaven of Jesus,



3.

22

to raise the dead, to hold the last judgment...." — Thayer.
"And by our gathering together unto him,"

a. "Gathering together" is a word for assembly, or gathering with.
b. "By our gathering together" refers to what we will do when he comes again.

Compare I Thess. 4:16,17 for more specifics of what will happen.

€1 1O pr| Taxéwg carevdijvar VUGG &md To0 voog pndt Bpogiabar prjTe S1d

mvelpaTog piTe S1d Adyou prjte 81° EmoToAfg Wg 61 HUGY, Wi 8Tt EvEoTrkey 1 fluépa TOD
xuplov.

Vs.2  That ye be not soon shaken [APInf] in mind, or be troubled [AMInf], neither by spirit,
nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand [PerfI].

1.

"That ye be not soon shaken in mind,"
a. "Soon shaken" or quickly shaken, or easily unsettled, thrown off of the course of
sound thinking and good sense.

b. "In mind," or from your composure, from your sense. Sober sense, i.e., "Keep your
head."

- ¢. Literally, "into the not quickly to be shaken."

1). Shaken is to cause to totter like a reed. So, unsettled or alarmed.
2). Mt. 11:7, "What went you out to see? a reed shaken by the wind?"
3). Heb. 12:26, "Whose voice then shook the earth."

. "Or be troubled,"

a. "Troubled," or alarmed, disturbed, terrified, frightened (an old word "to cry aloud.")

b. Itis a continuous state of nervous excitement and agitation.

c. Paul now proceeds to show the possibilities of how the shaking of mind, and
troubling might take place.

"Neither by spirit,"

a. This could be translated "a spirit," meaning some spirit teaching otherwise than has
been taught by Paul. Some individual, person, or prophet.

b. Such spirits invariably claim the authority of divine revelation. cf. I John 4:1

. "Nor by word,"

a. Any message, oral report, or what anyone might say, especially one not under the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, as was Paul.

b. These may have been words falsely attributed to Paul.

"Nor by letter as from us,"

a. Someone writing a letter, as did Paul, but not telling it truthfully.

b. It is possible this refers to some actual written epistle, claiming to have been written
by Paul.

c. "As from us," or claiming or purporting to be from us (Paul and his companions).

"As that the day of Christ is at hand."

a. They are saying in effect that the second coming of the Lord is already here, or that
he has already come.

b. "Athand" means to come, be at hand, present, or close at hand.
1). "To the effect that the day of the Lord has come." NASB
2). "Saying that the day of the Lord has already come." NIV

c. Paul had plainly taught that Jesus would come as a thief in the night, and exactly
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what would happen when he did come. I Thess. 4:13ff
The answer: No! Do not be deceived; something must take place first. 3-12

23 Tig vpde EEamartion katd undéva Tpémiov: 8T Eav ) €AOn 1) dmooTaoia TpdTOV
Kot &mokoAudef 6 &vBpwmog Thg dvouliag, 6 Lidg Thg dnwAeiag,
Vs.3  Let no man deceive [AASubj] you by any means: for that day shall not come, except
there come [AASubj] a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed [APSubj], the son of
perdition;
1. "Let no man deceive you by any means:"
a. Do not let anyone "deceive you" in any way.
b. "Deceive" means beguile, trick.
1). It is amazing how gullible some people are when some person comes along with
some stumnt.
2). So, do not allow anyone to lead you astray, or trick you (into thinking that the
Lord has already come).
3). This seems to broaden his warning beyond even spoken words or written words,
and includes tricks of any kind.
2. "For that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first,"
a. "That day shall not come" is not in the text. There is no subject, except the one in
verse two.
b. There must be a falling away, an apostasy, that happens first.
1). "Falling away" is from dmooTac{a, our word for apostasy. This Greek word
normally indicates a defection from the faith.
2). Whatever the apostasy is, it must come before Christ comes again.
3). This apostasy is a falling away, a rebellion, a defection from the faith. cf. I Tim.
4:1; Heb. 3:12
3. "And that man (the man of sin in Greek) of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;"
a. A second thing that must happen before the second coming is that the man of
lawlessness (or, the lawless one) must be revealed.
b. "The son of perdition" is the son of destruction, the one doomed to be destroyed.
One could assume all those who follow him will also be destroyed.
c. Apocalyptic imagery is used in these descriptions.
d. A word about apocalyptic literature:
1). It arises out of troublesome times. Cf. Daniel, Ezekiel, Isaiah, Joel, and others
during very troublesome times in Israel.
2). The only apocalyptic book in the New Testament is Revelation, a book written
toward the end of the reign of Domitian.
3). There are a few apocalyptic passages in other parts of the N.T., such as Mat. 24,
and here in this chapter.
4). The Thessalonian church felt bitter persecution at the time of this writing.
e. Some of the characteristics of apocalyptic literature.
1). It is usually connected with the prophecy of the future.
2). Apocalyptic works are characterized by symbolic language.
3). Symbolic language would be understood by the insiders, but the outsiders would
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not be familiar with such language.

4). Tt is characterized by a dualism. Here, as in Revelation, the forces of evil fight
against the forces of good.

5). There is almost always a dramatic element. As here, the Lord will slay him with
the breath of his mouth. vs. 8

6). The main purpose of such works was to strengthen one's faith, and to encourage
these with the hope that is in Christ.

4, Who is this man of sin?

a.

po o

Some have suggested one of the Emperors, as Nero, or Domitian.
Others have suggested the papacy with its hierarchical system.
Some have said the devil himself.

Some, the principle of evil.

Special notes on the man of sin

A. The purpose of this section is clear:
1. The comfort and strengthening of the Thessalonians by assuring them of the final
victory of the cause of Christ.
2. To correct the unrest and anxiety that existed by teaching the Thessalonians that the day
of the Lord has not arrived nor is it going to come immediately.
3. We must remember that Paul had already discussed these things with the Thessalonians.
Compare verse 5.

B. Identifications of the wicked man of sin. 3, 8
1. A certain Emperor, as Nero, etc.

a

b.
C.
d.

€.

If this is true, it explains why he wrote in symbolic language.

If he named names it could generate even more persecution.

Certain emperors did claim deity and demanded to be worshiped.

This would explain why the restrainer is referred to in two ways:

1). Impersonal, vs. 6. The government can be viewed as an impersonal power.

2). Personal, vs. 7. The restraining force could be viewed as embodied in a personal
form in the emperor.

A valid objection: Paul views this man of lawlessness being in existence and waging

opposition at the time of the Lord's return. The Roman Empire ceased long ago.

2. The papacy and the development of a hierarchal system.

a.
b.
C.

This equates the "temple" with the church, vs. 4, from which the apostasy arose.

The restraining force would be the temporal power of the Roman Empire, vs. 7.

The apostasy arose from within the church.

1). Claims of authority made by the papacy.

2). Claims of miracles, as vs. 9

3). Apparently will continue to the coming of Christ.

A valid objection: The papacy does not seem to be the complete lawlessness
described here. (Maybe later in time in application). The present participles in verse
four indicates this is going on now (first century) and is continuing.

3. The devil himself.
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a. He was already working behind the scenes.
This working of Satan is the mystery of lawlessness.

c. Satan will become increasingly more effective and will be destroyed at the second
coming.

d. The restraining power is regarded as the Holy Spirit working through the gospel.
1). What Paul says certainly accords with what is known of Satan.
2). He was already working.
3). We can envision him making the claims of verse 4.

e. A valid objection: Verse 9 says this is after the working of Satan. It is also hard to
conceive of God or the Holy Spirit being "out of the way." vs. 7

4. The principle of evil.

a. Eventually this force would grow until there shall be a great apostasy.

b. The restraining force was the government, or the principle of law and order.

c¢. This view considers the man of sin to be identified with the anti-Christ.

d. The anti-Christ and his followers would be defeated at the second coming of Christ.
IJn.2:18

C. General comments.

1. Law and order are deterrents to lawlessness.

2. Lawlessness is the chief characteristic of rebellion, or of a rebellious leader.

3. The attitude of disregard for law, and rebellion toward God has been (can be) embodied
in numerous groups and individuals and countries and leaders.

4. Each of these (in principle) can be considered an anti-Christ.

5. Paul indicated a supreme embodiment. It may be a movement, an institution, a system,
or even an individual.

6. Whoever or whatever he is, doom is certain.

7. Maybe in apocalyptic fashion this portrays the great conflict between good and evil.

24 &&vTikelpevoc kai dmeparpdpevog Em TdvTa Asydpgvov Bedv 1 oéBacpa, WoTe
abTdV elc TOV vadv Tob Beod kadioar, dmodetkvovTa auTov 8Tt EoTiy Bedc.
Vs.4 Who opposeth [PPart] and exalteth [PPart] himself above all that is called [PPPart]
God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth [AAInf] in the temple of God, shewing
[PAPart] himself that he is [PAI] God.
1. "Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God,"
a. "Opposeth" is to stand against, contest, dispute. This is an adversary.
b. "Exalteth" is to extol, glorify, honor.
1). This individual lifts himself above others. In practical terms he tolerates no
rivals. He will give place to no object of worship other than himself.
2). Even considers himself more important than God (or every so-called god).
3). There are three present participles occurring in this verse which indicates this
process is going on now; it is continuing.
2. "Or that is worshipped;"
a. Or, that is the object of worship, or adoration.
b. Compare the Athenians in Acts 17:23.



13

3. "So that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God."

a. He takes his seat in the temple of God, or he sets himself up in the temple of God,
showing, or acting like God, or proclaiming himself to be God.

b. Men like the Roman Emperors Caligula, Nero, Domitian, were such men.
1). Caligula wanted his statue placed in the temple at Jerusalem for worship.
2). Many have placed themselves in the place of God down through the years.

c. "In the temple of God" has been interpreted as heaven, and the church, etc. It seems
more satisfactory to my mind to regard this as meaning he intrudes himself into the
place or position which rightly belongs to God alone.

2’5 09 pvnpoveleTe 811 ETL WV POG OpdG TadTA EAeyov Opiv;
Vs.5  Remember [PAI] ye not, that, when I was [PAPart] yet with you, I told [ImperfAlI] you
these things?
1. "Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?"
a. This is a reminder that he had discussed these things with them before.
b. He wants them to recall what he had taught when he was present with them.
c. "Itold you" is imperfect, "I was telling you" (repeatedly).

26 xal vOv 10 katéyov oidarte, £ig TO dmokaAudpBRval adToV Ev TG EquTOD KaLPE.
Vs. 6 And now ye know [2Perfl] what withholdeth [PAPart] that he might be revealed
[APInf] in his time.
1. "And now ye know what withholdeth"
a. "What withholdeth" or restrains, or is holding back.
1). The thing that restrains, or holds back, because it is neuter gender.
2). "This impersonal principle or power is capable also of manifesting itself under
a personal form." — Milligan
b.  God overrules all history, and uses the power of rule to restrain what opposes
God. The Word of God, the gospel, is more powerful than Satan, or any power he
possesses through any individual on earth.
2. "That he might be revealed in his time,"
a.  Or that in his time (or at the proper time) he may be revealed.
b.  We might say, "when his time comes he/it will be revealed — uncovered, exposed).
This will happen to Satan, and all those who follow him.

27 70 ydp puoTrplov 1idn évepyeiTan Thg dvoplag: pévov & katéxwy &pTt g Ek péoou
yévnTat.
Vs.7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work [PMI]: only he who now letteth [PAPart]
will let, until he be taken [2ASubj] out of the way.
1. "For the mystery of iniquity doth already work:"
a. "The mystery of iniquity” is the mystery (secret power) of lawlessness.
1). The word "mystery" is often used when something is kept secret (as was the
gospel before it was revealed), and which human effort cannot discover or figure
out. Cf. Rom. 16:25
2). The mystery of lawlessness is already working, but there are aspects to it, and
the why of it, that is not possible for human beings to understand.
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b. This power of lawlessness is already working, as is shown by two present tense
participles.
c. This mystery of lawlessness as the man of lawlessness is still largely hidden at this
time.
2. "Only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way."
a. "He who now letteth will let" means he who restrains (holds back) will continue to
restrain (hold back).
1). "Let" is an old English word for hinder, prevent.
2). Compare Rom. 1:13 on the meaning of "let."
3). He who restrains is preventing a full manifestation of the man of lawlessness.
This, too, is a part of the mystery.
b. "Until he be taken out of the way" means until he is removed.
1). Notice that the one who restrains is masculine, but in verse 6, it is neuter (which
suggests that the restrainer can be spoken of as a thing or person).
a). In one instance the restrainer of evil is the power, or rule of law.
b). In another, he may be thought of as a person, or the man at the head of
government, or the one in charge of the rule of law.
2). Many have identified the restrainer as the Roman Empire in the first centuries.
3). But the Roman Empire has long since faded away, and the man of sin has not
been completely revealed.
4). So, it would be better to identify the restrainer as the principle of government
(and that was manifested by the Roman Empire in the first centuries of the
church.)

2:8  kai TéTe dmokaAudBriceTar & dvopog, Ov 6 kOpog [ Inoods] dverel 7§ mvedpart Tod
otdparog adTod Kol xatapyroet T Emoaveiq THig mapovsiag adTol,
Vs. 8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed [FPI], whom the Lord shall consume [FAI] with
the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy [FAI] with the brightness of his coming:
1. "And then shall that Wicked be revealed,"
a. "Then shall the Wicked (lawless one) be revealed," or uncovered.
1). "Then" denotes an emphatic note of time, i.e., when the wicked one (the lawless
one) will be revealed.
2). Revealed means "to uncover, to lay open what has been veiled or covered up,
to disclose, to make bare." — Thayer
3). "To make known, to make manifest, to disclose what before was unknown." —
Thayer
4). There is no time revealed as to when this might be.
2. "Whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth,"
a. "Consume" is overthrow, or slay, destroy, etc.
b. "With the spirit of his mouth" or with the breath of his mouth. Jesus will slay,
destroy, by just saying the word.
c. This surely indicates the ease at which this is accomplished, and obviously would
be an encouragement as to who is really in control.
3. "And shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:"
a. "Destroy" is to cause to cease, to put an end to, to do away with, to annul, to
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abolish. — Thayer
b. "Brightness of his coming," radiance, or splendor, or shining appearance of his
coming,
1). This indicates the exposing power and the power Jesus has to devastate and
destroy this one.
2). The language indicates that the mere appearing of Jesus suffices to destroy the
adversary.

29 ol toTiv fy mapouoia kar’ Evépyelav To0 TaTava ¢v mdom Suvdpet kai onpelotg kai
Tépaotv Yebdoug
Vs.9  Even him, whose coming is [PAI] after the working of Satan with all power and signs
and lying wonders,
1. "Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan"
a. This coming is the same as the one being revealed in verse 8.
b. "After the working of Satan" is that which is in accord with the activity of Satan.
2. "With all power and signs and lying wonders,"

a. These are all the same categories of miracles as listed by the Hebrew writer in
connection with Christ Jesus in Hebrews 2:4, but these are counterfeit, and
pretended.

b. "Lying wonders," or false, pretended wonders.

¢. Jesus foretold this in Mat. 24:24: "For there shall arise false Christs, and false
prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible,
they shall deceive the very elect."

d. One would assume that what is said about the "wonders" (lying) would also be true
of the "power" and "signs."

2:10  xal &v mdon dndry ddikiag Tl dmoAupévolg, &ve’ dv TV dydmnv Thig dAndeiag
o0k E6EEavTo ei¢ TO owbfivon adTolc.
Vs. 10 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish [PPPart]; because
they received [AMI] not the love of the truth, that they might be saved [APInf].
1. "And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish;"
a. "Deceivableness" or wicked deception, or evil that deceives.
1). Having described the man of lawlessness, Paul next turns to the effect this will
have on the lives of those in the church.
2). There have been many masters of trickery who have the skill of Satan to mislead
and deceive.
3). Many illustrations appear on the pathway of church history.
4). Any wicked deception which wicked men can devise will be at his disposal.
5). The word "deceivableness" or deceit is used in Eph. 4:22 and Heb. 3:13.
"Unrighteousness is deceiving, and misleading, especially to those who are perishing.
c. "Inthem that perish" means for them that perish. Greek present participle, "those
who are perishing."
1). The deception seems to be pointed directly toward the ones already perishing.
2). He wants them to remain in a state of perishing. The deeper into sin he can sink
them, the less likely it is that they can find their way out.
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2. "Because they received not the love of the truth,"
a. This is the stated reason for the above. This is why they are perishing. Cf. Rom.
2:8,9
b. Many did not love the truth. Things have not changed much in two thousand
years! Many will still not embrace the truth.
3. "That they might be saved."
a. The truth saves. But not if we do not receive it. Cf. I Thess. 2:13
b. "In order that they might be saved" is an infinitive purpose clause.

211 xal S1a To0To mépmer adToig & Bedg Evépyetay mAdvng eig TO moTedoar adToug TG
Pevdet,
Vs. 11 And for this cause God shall send [FAI] them strong delusion, that they should believe
[AAInf] a lie:
1. "And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion,"
a. "For this cause" (therefore) God sends them a powerful deluding influence, a
deceiving power.
1). This looks back to verse 10 about those perishing.
2). They refused to love the truth, and that is the reason for the working of error.
b. This seems to be a judicial act of God who gives the wicked over to the evil which
they have deliberately chosen. Compare Rom. 1:24,26,28, "God gave them up."
c. "A strong delusion," or literally, as the ASV, "a working of error." This is what
happens when there is a rejection of the truth.
1). "Strong" is powerful.
2). "Delusion" is a misleading of the mind, a false belief. Greek, error, a wrong
opinion relative to morals and religion. Cf. 2 Pet. 3:17
d. In what sense does God send a strong delusion?
1). Inthe same sense God hardened Pharaoh's heart. Ex. 9:12
2). We should remember that Pharaoh hardened his own heart. Exo. 8:32
3). God hardened Pharaoh's heart through the very means that was intended to
work the opposite result!
4). Who made man a free moral agent? Satan can go no further than God permits.
5). The same basic idea is in Paul's statement to the Romans, "God gave them up."
Cf. Rom. 1:18,24,26,28.
2. "That they should believe a lie:"
a. That (in order that), or for the purpose — eig — they might believe what is false.
1). Since they did not love the truth, what else is left? II Tim. 4:3,4
2). What else is expected?
3). "A lie" is literally "the lie." It is falsehood in every form.
. This is the same as those in Rom. 1:25 who changed the truth of God into a lie.
c. God is always going to give up those who have made the deliberate choice not to

receive the truth.

212 {vakp18doty mdvTeg ol pun moTeboavTeg TH GANOeig dAAG edSokrioavTeg T
&dikiq.
Vs. 12 That they all might be damned [APSubj] who believed [AAPart] not the truth, but had
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pleasure [AAPart] in unrighteousness.
1. "That they all might be damned who believed not the truth,"
a. This is the result (purpose), or the consequences of those who do the above.
b. "Damned" can be translated judged, or condemned.
c. Notice, this condemnation is because of a choice these individuals have made.
1). God gives people up when they make it plain that they will not receive the truth.
2). Therefore God sends the strong delusion in the sense that he allows them to
suffer the consequences of their own actions.
2. "But had pleasure in unrighteousness."
a. These took pleasure in wickedness.
It is obvious the punishment here is due to man's own quest for wickedness.
c. His wickedness is caused by two things: he did not believe the truth, and his pleasure
was in unrighteousness.
d. The kind of thinking that refuses to understand and believe the truth is the same
kind of thinking that delights in the pleasures of sin.

Thanks given to the Thessalonians, and an admonishment to stand fast. 13-15

2'13  "Huelg 6t dpeidopev edxaploTely T6) Be@ mAvToTE TMEPL VPdV, ddeAdol fyammpévol
omo xupiou, &1t efAaTo Vudg 6 Bedg amopxny elg owtnpiav &v dylaoud TvedpaTog Kal
mloTel dAndelag,
Vs. 13 But we are bound [PAI] to give thanks [PAInf] alway to God for you, brethren beloved
[PerfPPart] of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen [AMI] you to salvation
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
1. "But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you,"
a. Thisis said in stark contrast to what has just been said about that which is opposed
to Christ.
b. Paul is particularly thankful for these Thessalonians.
2. "Brethren beloved of the Lord,
a. Calling them "beloved" shows how much he cares, and how close he feels to them.
b. Literally, "having been loved by the Lord."
3. "Because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation"
a. "Chosen" is "to take for oneself, to prefer, to choose." — Thayer
b. Remember God chooses those who are in him. Eph. 1:4
c. "Salvation" is the ultimate goal.
4. "Through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:"
a. This modifies "chosen" and shows positively that we have something to do with our
salvation, and that our salvation is not simply an arbitrary act of God.
b. Sanctification is not some direct operation of the Holy Spirit, but takes place
through the truth (word) of Christ. Jn. 17:17; Acts 26:18; Eph. 5:26; I Thess. 4:3,4

2'14  €lg 6 [kai] ExdAeoev Oudg 810 To0 edayyeAlou Mudv, eig mepimoinaty 88Eng Tob
xup{ou MGV Inood Xp1oToD.

Vs. 14  Whereunto he called [AAI] you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord
Jesus Christ.
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1. "Whereunto he called you by our gospel,"
a. "Whereunto" is the goal.
b. This further shows that salvation is through the gospel. This is why verse seven and
eight becomes so important. We must obey the gospel.
c. God called the Thessalonians through Paul's preaching. Acts 17:1-4
2. "To the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ."
a. "To the obtaining" is literally, "into the obtaining."
b. This tells us why we are called by the gospel, and why it is important to obey it.

2:15  dpa odv, &deApoi, oThKkeTE, kai kpaTelTe TAC Tapaddoeic &g £818dxOnTe £1Te S1&
Adyou elTe 81" EMOTOARG MHAV.
Vs. 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast [PAImper], and hold [PAImper] the traditions which ye
have been taught [API], whether by word, or our epistle.
1. "Therefore, brethren, stand fast,"
a. "Therefore," or so then, accordingly then.
b. "Stand fast," or stand firm.
2. "And hold the traditions which ye have been taught,"
a. "Hold" or hold to is translated "observing" and "observe" in Mark 7:3,4 (RSV).
b. "The traditions" are the teachings they have been taught, or that had been passed
on to them by Paul.
c. mopddooig is an old word for what is handed over to one.

1). It ordinarily means laws and regulations handed down orally from one
generation to another generation. Cf. I Pet. 1:18 "Forasmuch as ye know that
ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain
conversation received by tradition from your fathers;"

2). This is a word for teaching. What is delivered; the substance of the teaching.

3). The worth of a tradition lies in its truth. The tradition of men must be rejected.

Mat. 15:2-9
4). To be legitimate, it must come from God. Compare I Cor. 11:23, "For I have
received of the Lord that which also I delivered (mapeddka) unto you,"
3. "Whether by word, or our epistle.”
a. Whether it is something Paul taught in person, or had written to them. (We might
say in person, or in writing.)
b. So, one is not expressing one's own ideas, but is "delivering" a message, in this case,
from God. Cf.1Cor. 11:23

A prayer to establish and comfort the Thessalonians 16-17

2:16  A0TOC 8& & kGprog Mudv’ Inoodg XpioTog kal [6] Beog 6 mathp Mudv, 6 dyommoag
fuég xal 8o0¢ mapdkAnoty alwvioy kal EAn{da dyodrv v xdpiTt,
Vs. 16 Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father, which hath loved
[AAPart] us, and hath given [2AAPart] us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace,
1. "Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, even our Father,"
a. This, along with verse 17, is a prayer of Paul for the Thessalonians.
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b. All good things come from above.
2. "Which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation”
a. Notice the honor that is paid to Christ and God.
b. "Everlasting consolation" or eternal comfort.
3. "And good hope through grace,"
a. "Grace" is God's favor. It is in his good favor that we even have the gospel.
b. Literally, "in grace."

2:17  mopakoAéoan pdv 1A kapdiag xal atnpigot &v mavTt Epyw kai Adyw dyodd.
Vs. 17 Comfort [AAOpt] your hearts, and stablish [AAOpt] you in every good word and work.
1. "Comfort your hearts,"
a. "Comfort" or console, encourage, exhort, etc.
b. These two verbs, "comfort" and "stablish," are found in the first letter.
2. "And stablish you in every good word and work."
a. "Stablish" or establish, strengthen, cause to be steadfast.
b. "Word and work" is whatever you say or do.

Chapter 3
A chapter of exhortation
The writer asks for prayers 1-2

31 To Aowmodv mpooelyxeabe, ddeAdol, mepi Nudv, (va & Adyog 100 kupiou Tpéx kal
SoEdEnTat kaBuw¢ xal mpog VUAS,
Vs.1 Finally, brethren, pray [PImper] for us, that the word of the Lord may have free
course[PASubj], and be glorified [PPSubj], even as it is with you:
1. "Finally, brethren, pray for us,"
a. "Finally" means as for the rest. It is a transitional word which also sometimes
introduces ethical exhortations.
b. "Pray for us" is a present imperative. So, continue to pray for us.
c. Notice that Paul now makes some specific requests:
2. "That the word of the Lord may have free course,"
a. "May have free course," or spread rapidly, run, or speed forward, or keep on
running (present subjunctive).
1). Paul often used stadium game metaphors.
2). ICor. 9:24f; Gal. 2:2; Rom. 9:16; Phil 2:16; Il Tim. 4:7
3). The point is that Paul wants the gospel to have swift progress in the world, and
to triumph in the hearts of men.
b. The Thessalonians are to pray that the Word will do for men what God intended
it to do, and that others will see that and praise its power.
c. But this will not be done if it is not received and obeyed.
3. "And be glorified, even as it is with you:"
a. "Glorified" or extolled in its true power and glory. This word is translated
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"triumph" in the RSV.
b. "Asitis with you," or just as it did with you.

32 kai {va puoddpev &md TGV &Témwy kol Tovnedv AvBpuTiwy: 00 Yap TAVTWY 1
ToTIC.
Vs.2  And that we may be delivered [APSubj] from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men
have not faith.
1. "And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men:"

a. "Delivered," or rescued.

b. "From unreasonable," or perverse, out of place, unbecoming.

c. "Wicked men," or bad, evil men.

1). This is another specific for which they are to pray.

2). Rememiber that these kinds of men are exactly what the missionaries ran into
in Acts 17:5: "But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto
them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set
all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring
them out to the people.”

3). Same in Beroea, Acts 17:13.

2. "For all men have not faith."
a. Not all men have faith, or the faith.

1). This is the stated reason why men are unreasonable and wicked.

2). All men do not have the gospel, and do not know it.

3). Therefore, their conduct is evil.

b. This explains why such men are unreasonable (perverse) and wicked (evil).

The faithfulness of the Lord, etc. (an expression of confidence) 3-5

33 motdg 8¢ EoTiv & kUplog, &g oTnpiEel Opag kal puAdEEL Ao Tol ovnPod.
Vs.3  But the Lord is [PAI] faithful, who shall stablish [FAI] you, and keep [FAI] you from
evil.
1. "But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you,"
a. "The Lord is faithful." He can be counted on no matter what.
1). Paul often points out the faithfulness of God. II Cor. 1:18; I Thess 5:24
2). Paul contrasts this with the unfaithfulness of men. Rom. 3:3,4; Il Tim. 2:12,13.
Men may be unfaithful, but not God.
b. "Stablish" is establish, strengthen.
1). The Lord will "make firm." "Establish" in I Thess 3:2.
2). Christians are to establish their own hearts. James 5:8
3). Therefore, Paul is saying that God will lend reenforcement to what we are to do
for ourselves and for one another.
2. "And keep you from evil."
a. "Keep you" or protect, guard you.
b. He will guard you from the evil one. Cf. Mat. 6:13
c. There is no doubt that this refers the the type of evil mentioned in chapter 2.
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34 memoiBopev 8¢ &v kuplw £¢° Opdg, 6Tt & mapayyéAdopev [kai] motelTe kai TOLOETE.
Vs.4  And we have confidence [2PerfAl] in the Lord touching you, that ye both do [PAI] and
will do [FAIT] the things which we command [PAI] you.
1. "And we have confidence in the Lord touching you,"
a. "Confidence." Paul's confidence is grounded in the Lord, or he is persuaded, and
has trust concerning the Thessalonians.
b. "Inthe Lord" or in the sphere of the Lord.
c. "Touching" is concerning you,
2. "That ye both do and will do the things which we command you."
a. This is not speaking of advice, or urging, but of what is commanded. This is an
authoritative order.
b. You are doing and will do in the future what is commanded.

3:5 "0 8t kprog kaTevBGva Budv TaG kapdiag eig Ty dydmmy Tod B£00 kai elg TRV
Omopovrv 100 Xp1oTo0.
Vs.5  And the Lord direct [AAOpt] your hearts into the love of God, and into the patient
waiting for Christ.
1. "And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God,"
a. "Direct" is in the optative mood (a strong wish, as, may it not be so (God forbid)).
. This is a pious wish of Paul that they be directed by the love of God.
c. Compare our praying that God will guide the speaker. We are uttering a prayerful
hope and trust that the speaker will be true to the love of God, and the truth.
1). Love is an attribute, or characteristic of God, which attribute serves as the
perfect example for us.
2). Man cannot go wrong when he follows this example.
2. "And into the patient waiting for Christ."
a. "Patient waiting" is into the steadfastness, perseverance, endurance.
b. We need to be directed to love God and to exhibit the patience of Christ.
c. Love and patience are two qualities especially needed to carry out the commands
that are to follow.

Avoid those brethren who live in idleness, and how to treat these disorderly members. 6-15

36 TlapayyéAhopev 5t Giv, ddeAdol, &v dvépatt 700 kuptou [fpdv]’Inood XpiaToD,
oTéMETBo OPdg &md mavTdg 8eAdod GTdKTwG TEPITOTODVTOG Kal pr KaTe TRV
napddooty fiv mapeAdBooay Tap’ UG V.
Vs.6 Now we command [PAI] you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye
withdraw [PMInf] yourselves from every brother that walketh [PAPart] disorderly, and not after
the tradition which he received [2AAI] of us.
1. "Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,"
a. "Command" is present indicative, "give orders, instruct, direct."
1). This is a directive, and is not changeable. This is the same authoritative word
as is found in verse 4.
2). This is said as an officer who commands his troops.
b. "In the name of" is by the authority of. This is not some figment of Paul's



22

imagination, but is authorized directly from heaven.
2. "That ye withdraw yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly,"
a. "Withdraw" is to keep away from someone.
1). This is something we do, not merely announce!
2). Announcing withdrawal is important, but we must then practice it.
b. "From every brother"
1). Notice, this is still a brother, even though he walks disorderly.
2). The fact is we cannot remove ourselves, or depart from one with whom we have
no fellowship.
c. "Walketh disorderly,” is not going by the rules, unruly.
1). This is walking without order or plan, walking in idleness.
2). It is a military word, out of rank, so do not break rank, "deviating from the
prescribed order or rule." — Thayer
3). Compare I Cor. 14:40 where we are told to let all things be done presentably and
according to the proper "line-up" or order.
4). So we are prohibited fellowship and close association with such people. The
people who are our close friends, with whom we associate, etc., do matter.
5). We are forbidden to live a neglectful, lawless, disorderly life, or to endorse those
who do.
3. "And not after the tradition which he received of us."
a. "Tradition" here is the teaching, or instruction given by the apostles. Cf. 2:15
b. Remember that the tradition of men must be rejected.
c. "Received" is literally to take along side of. So, that which they took to themselves,
as an associate or companion was not according to the teaching of Paul.

37 avTol yap ofdaTe mhg Sel pipelobat fudg, 6Tt olk AToKTHoONEY EV Opiy
Vs.7  For yourselves know [PerfAl] how ye ought to follow [PMInf] us: for we behaved
[AMI] not ourselves disorderly among you;
1. "For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us:"
a. That is, follow our example. Paul lived the way he taught.
b. "Follow" is our word mimic, so imitate us. pipetadat
2. "For we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;"
a. We did not act in an undisciplined manner. Some MSSs read, "we were not idle."
b. "Disorderly” is the same word as used in verse 6.

3-8 008t Swpedv dpTov Eddyopev Tapd TIvog, GAA’ v kdmw Kol H6xOw VUKTOG Kal
fuépag Epyatduevor mpdg To pry émpPopfioal Tiva Opdv:
Vs.8 Neither did we eat [2AAI] any man's bread for nought; but wrought [PMPart] with
labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable [AAInf] to any of you:
1. "Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought;"
a. "Eat bread" no doubt means to obtain a living.
b. "For nought" means without paying for it, for nothing. He was not a freeloader.

1). Paul did not depend on others for a living.
2). In1 Thess. 2:9, Paul makes clear that he toiled and labored day and night to be

able to support himself, and to preach the gospel.
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3). There is no way any of them could accuse him of being a mercenary charlatan.
c. Sometimes it is better to be financially independent of a situation. (Even our
government recognizes the possibility of conflict of interest.)
2. "But wrought with labour and travail night and day,"
a. Paul worked hard, and endured hardship, toiling in pain, or drudgery to pay his
way, and all to accomplish paying his own way.
b. Paul worked day and night so that he might accomplish his work — to be able to do
his work, so as not to be chargeable to them.
- ¢. Paul dignified manual labor by both teaching and example. Cf. Eph. 4:21
3. "That we might not be chargeable to any of you:"
a. "Chargeable" is to be a burden.
b. Some of the Thessalonians may have been idlers, but not Paul and company.

39 ody 8Tt ok Exopev £Eovaiav, AN {va Eautovg Témov 8dpev Oplv gig TO pipeiobat
MHAS.
Vs.9  Not because we have [PAI] not power, but to make [2ASubj] ourselves an ensample
unto you to follow [PMInf] us.

1. "Not because we have not power,"

a. "Power," or right to charge for his labor, or work in preaching. Cf. Luke 10:7

b. He had the right, and could have exercised the right to expect them to help him.

c. There are examples where, on other occasions, when Paul knew he would not be
misunderstood, he allowed churches to help. cf. The Philippians. 4:16.

2. "But to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us."

a. "Ensample" or example, model, for them to imitate (mimic). This is an added reason
to that stated in verse 8 for working themselves, and not taking help from the
Thessalonians.

Paul did not use his right, or power and therefore expect to receive support.

c¢. Paul felt better, in these particular circumstances, simply to be an example. This is

literally, in order that we might give ourselves a type to you.

310 kol ydp &7 fuev mpdg Ouag, To0TO TopTyyEAAopEY BTy, 6T el Tig 00 BEAeL
¢pydCeabon pnde E0B1éTw.
Vs. 10 For even when we were [Imperfl] with you, this we commanded [ImperfAl] you, that
if any would [PAI] not work [PMInf], neither should he eat [PAImper].
1. "For even when we were with you, this we commanded you,"
a. "Commanded you," or gave you this order, or rule, or instruction. He had also
commanded them to work in the first letter. See 4:11.
b. Paul uses an interesting choice of verb forms, since this is an imperfect. He
repeatedly urged or commanded them to work.
2. "That if any would not work, neither should he eat."
This is a Jewish proverb.
How could it be clearer, that if any man is unwilling to work, he should not eat.
"Would not work" is a present tense verb, so would not continue to work.
From the beginning of time (Gen. 3:19), man has been expected to work.

po o
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311 dxodopev ydp Tivag mepimaTodvTag v Uiy dTdkTwg, pndév Epyatopévoug dAAG
nepLepyolopévoug
Vs. 11 For we hear [PAI] that there are some which walk [PAPart] among you disorderly,
working [PMPart] not at all, but are busybodies [PPart].
1. "For we hear that there are some which walk among you disorderly,"
a. To walk "disorderly" is to lead an undisciplined life.
1). Again, some translations use the word "idle" to translate this expression.
2). "Disorderly” is the same word as in verses 6 and 7.
b. Notice the three participles: walking among you, not working, and working around
(being busybodies).
2. "Working not at all,"
a. This may lend credence to the idea that the foregoing expression should be
translated "idle."
b. "Working not at all" indicates they are not keeping busy, doing nothing.
1). Yet, they are "working all around" which means they are busybodies.
2). These are the kind of people who cause disturbances, promote speculations, and
who agitate to get their agenda inacted.
c. This is how they are walking disorderly; they are living in idleness, not doing any
work.
3. "But are busybodies."
a. Instead of being busy they are busybodies, or minding the business of others.
. They are doing something, but something wrong.
c¢. Like the nursery rhyme of the little red hen, these were doing nothing, but doing
around.
1). These may have thought they were above work.
2). These were willing to eat other's food while they fiddled away their time in
idleness.

312 Toig 8% TotoUToLg TapayyéAopey kol Tapakaroduev év kuply’Inood Xpiotd tva
peTd fouxiac Epyatdpevor TOV EauTdv dpTov Eabiwoty.
Vs. 12 Now them that are such we command [PAI] and exhort [PAI] by our Lord Jesus Christ,
that with quietness they work [PMPart], and eat [PASubj] their own bread.
1. "Now them that are such we command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ,"
a. "Such we command and exhort" is command (instruct) and urge.
b. Such wording shows that he does not want to alienate them, but rather save them.
c. "By our Lord Jesus Christ." He again appeals to divine authority, and shows that
this is not merely his own idea or opinion.
2. "That with quietness they work, and eat their own bread."
a. "With quietness" is in a quiet fashion, to work quietly. Cf.1 Thess. 4:11
b. "Bread" is put for food, but implied in the statement is to earn their own living.
c. So, "eat their own bread" is to earn their own living, not to live off of someone else.

3-13  “Yueic 8¢, &dedol, pr) £ykaxionTe KOAOTIOLOOVTEG.
Vs. 13 But ye, brethren, be not weary [AASubj] in well doing [PAPart].
1. "But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing."
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a. "Be not weary" or grow not weary, or never tire of doing what is right.
b. This doing well is honorable.

3-14 €l 8¢ Tig o0y Orakolel T Adyw UGV 81d THig &moToAfg, ToGToV oNpeloDaBE, pn
ouvavapiyvuobor adTd, {va Evrpamdy’
Vs. 14  And if any man obey [PAI] not our word by this epistle, note [PMImper] that man, and
have no company [PMImper] with him, that he may be ashamed [2APSubj].
1. "And if any man obey not our word by this epistle,"
a. "Obey not our word" is obey not, or refuses to obey, our instruction.
1). "If" is not subjunctive, but indicative. €l
2). "Obey" is present tense.
b. "By this epistle," or in this letter.
2. "Note that man, and have no company with him, that he may be ashamed."
a. "Note that man" is to take special note of him.
1). This is really some rather blunt language.
2). "Note that man" means to mark him, put a tag on him.
b. "Have no company with him" means not to associate with him, have nothing to do
with him in a social and spiritual way. Cf. I Cor. 5:9,11
c. "That he may be ashamed" shows the purpose of such actions.
1). Therefore, this is a means by which one might be brought to repentance.
2). The purpose and end result of all such actions is to save the soul.

3:15  xal pry wg ExBpov fyelode, GAAG VOUBETETTE WG GOEAPSV.
Vs. 15 Yet count [PMImper] him not as an enemy, but admonish [PAImper] him as a brother.
1. "Yet count him not as an enemy,"
a. "Count" is regard, or esteem.
b. Do not cross him off as an enemy, or one to be hated.
- 2. "But admonish him as a brother."
a. "Admonish" is warn.
b. Encourage him as one would a brother to do the right thing.

A prayer for the readers and a benediction 16-18

316 AOTOC 8t 6 kplog TAC etprjvng d¢n GHiv THY elpAviy S1d mavTog &v mavTl Tpdmy.
O KUP10G HETA TTAVTWY OUBV.
Vs. 16 Now the Lord of peace himself give [2AAOpt] you peace always by all means. The
Lord be with you all.
1. "Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means."
a. "Give you peace always by all means" means continually grant you peace
in all circumstances, or in every way.
b. It should be noted that the Lord is always the source of real peace.
2. "The Lord be with you all."

317 O domaoude 11 £ufj xe1pt [adhov, 8 EoTiv onpelov &v mdoy EmoToAf ofTwg
ypddw.
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Vs. 17 The salutation of Paul with mine own hand, which is [PAI] the token in every epistle:
so [ write [PAI].
1. "The salutation of Paul with mine own hand,"
a. Paul is writing this greeting with his own hand.
b. Most assume that a scribe has done the literal writing down of this letter.
2. "Which is the token in every epistle: so I write."
a. "Which is the token in every epistle" means this is the distinguishing mark of every
letter. I Cor. 16:21; Gal. 6:11; Col. 4:18; Phile. 19
b. This would also identify it as genuine, and therefore authoritative.
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Vs. 18  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
1. "The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen."
a. The same prayer with which he closed the first letter. 5:28
b. He begins and ends with the grace of Christ.

Key to Abbreviations in the Verses

A. Tense. The first letter in the brackets is the tense of the verb.
1. “P” means present tense. Present time, continuing action.
2. “F” means future tense. That which will happen in the future.
3. “A” means aorist tense. Simple past tense, or point action in the indicative mood.
4. “Imperf” means the imperfect tense. Continuous action over a period of time in the past,
without reference to when it began or ceased.
“Perf” means perfect tense. A present state resultant upon past action.
6. “Pluperf’ means the Pluperfect tense. The same as the perfect tense, except that the
results of the action are in existence at some point in past time.

hd

B. Voice. The second letter (not always given) is the voice.
1. “A” means active. The active voice represents the subject as acting.
2. “M” means middle. The middle voice represents the subject acting in a way that
concerns itself.
3. “P” means Passive. It represents the subject as being acted upon.

C. Mood. The last letter in the bracket is the mood.
1. “I” means indicative. The indicative mood makes a statement, or an assertion, etc.
2. “Subj” means the subjunctive. This contemplates something that might be, or is wished
for.
3. “0,” or “Opt” is Optative. This expresses a strong wish.

D. The last letter may also be “Inf,” an infinitive, or “Part,” meaning a participle.
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SERMON OUTLINES ON SECOND THESSALONIANS

THE EMPHASIS ON GOD IN SECOND THESSALONIANS
1:2;2:16

IN SECOND THESSALONIANS GOD IS VIEWED AS:

A.

B.

A Father. 1:2;2:16

The source of grace, peace, and love. 1:2,12; 3:5

The one to whom they must give thanks. 1:3; 2:13

The author of comfort and hope. 2:16

The one who supports, comforts and establishes the hearts of Christians. 2:17

The one who will save those who know him and take vengeance on those who do not know
him. 1:8

The one who chooses those who are saved. 2:13

1. Those who are saved are those who have faith, love, and obedience.
2. God has chosen all such to be saved. Eph. 1:4,5

3. Man is the one who chooses to be a part of the body of Christ.

The one who makes man worthy. 1:11

The one whose judgment is righteous. 1:5

THE EMPHASIS ON CHRIST IN SECOND THESSALONIANS

IN THIS LETTER:

A.

B.

Christ is viewed as being united with God in such a way as to emphasize his deity. 1:1,2,12
Christ, as well as God the Father, is responsible for comfort and hope. 2:16,17

Christ, as well as God, is responsible for establishing his people. 2:16,17

Christ, along with his powerful angels, will come to take vengeance on two groups of

people:
1. On those who do not know God. 1:8
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2. On those who do not obey the gospel. 1:8
E. Christ will expose and destroy the man of sin (the lawless one). 2:8
F. Christis regarded as Lord. 1:1,2,7,8,9,12; 2:1,8,14,16; 3:6,12

G. Christ is the authority behind the apostle. 3:6,12

GREAT DOCTRINES TAUGHT IN SECOND THESSALONIANS

GREAT DOCTRINES TAUGHT IN SECOND THESSALONIANS INCLUDE:
A. Salvation.
1. God chooses us to salvation. 2:13
2. This choice is on the basis of sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth. 2:13
3. God calls us through the gospel. 2:14; Rom. 1:16
4. The Lord Christ who saves will establish us and keep (guard) us. 3:3

B. The second coming of Christ.
1. He is coming back to give relief to his own, but to take vengeance on others. 1:5-10
2. He has not come back yet, but he will. 2:1 ‘
3. There are certain things which must take place before he comes back.
a. There is going to be a rebellion.
b. There is going to be a man of lawlessness.
c. This great enemy of the church will be defeated. 2:1-12

C. Great emphasis on Christian virtues, morals, and ethics.

1. The Thessalonians are complimented for their faith and love. 1:3
Obedience to God's commands is demanded. 2:15; 3:4
Be faithful and endure trials. 1:5
Be aware of those who try to deceive. 2:2,3
That which characterizes the Christ is good words and works. 2:17
Christians cannot be busybodies, but rather faithful workers. 3:11
Christians cannot walk disorderly. 3:6
We must admonish those who do not obey. 3:14,15
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